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Dedication 
 

 
To the precious treasures in my life who have walked with me through intense     

struggle.  You have held me, counseled, and pushed me deeper as I journey on my   
faithful pursuit into Father's embrace.  You are deeply loved and appreciated. 



  



Introduction 
 

Faithful Pursuit grew out of a need in our church to help the teachers in the children’s 
ministry. We needed simple lessons that could be used as a base with coloring sheets. 
Since the teachers were rotated among the classes we needed lessons that were easy to 
learn and to communicate but gave truth at the same time. I started writing these lessons 
one lesson at a time until these 48 lessons were created. They give an overview of the 
Bible from Creation to the Early Church in chronological order. 

 
Feel free to copy the lessons and sheets as much as you desire. It was created with a 

spiral bound in order to make this easier. I hope that it is a blessing and gives a good 
foundation to your children! 

 
Tiffany Beavers 
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Lesson 1 - Creation 
"In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless 
and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was  

hovering over the waters." Genesis 1:1-2 
In the beginning only God existed. We serve a very creative God, who is love. He 

could have continued to live together with His three parts: Father, Jesus, and Holy Spirit. 
However, He wanted more. He desired relationships with those He would love and would 
love Him. He also desired to create! God set out to create a world, and in the world He 
created those He would love. He worked for six days.  

 
On day one, God created light. Seeing it was good, He separated the light from the 

darkness. He called the light "day". What did God call the dark? He called it "night".  
 
On day two, God separated water from water, and He called the separation "sky".  
 
On day three, God gathered the water on earth allowing the dry ground to appear. He 

called the dry ground "land" and the gathered water "seas". He created plants and trees.  
 
On day four, God created lights in the sky. He created two great lights. One was for 

the day and one for the night. What light did God create for the day? The sun! What light 
did He create for the night? The moon! God also created stars. 

 
On the fifth day, God created animals for the seas and for the sky. He filled the water 

with living creatures to swim and move about and created birds to fly through the sky. He 
blessed them and told them to multiply to fill the earth with more like themselves.  

 
On the sixth day, God created animals to live on the land. Then He created something 

very special. He created man! "So God created man in His own image, in the image of 
God He created him; male and female He created them." Genesis 1:27  

 
God is pleased with everything He created. He saw the earth, heavens, sun, moon, 

stars, plants, and animals. He said they were all good. However, God did something very 
special when He created man. What was it God did? He created us in His image! That 
means He made us like Him. He loves us very much because we look like Him.  
Everything God created outside of us just does what it was created to do. The sun, moon, 
and stars light the sky. The plants grow and reproduce. The animals live by instinct, not 
thinking or making decisions. God created us different. He created us to rule over all the 
animals. He gave us the plants and animals for our food and pleasure.  God cares for all 
His creation.  However, we are special.  We were created to know God and to have a 
relationship with Him. 

 
God created the world and everything in it in six days.  On the seventh day, God 

rested.  



  



Lesson 2 - Sin Enters the Garden 
 

 
God created the heavens and the earth.  He created lights, animals, and plants.  Then 

He created His special treasure.  He created man.  He named him Adam.  God gave 
Adam rule over all the animals.  He gave him the plants and animals for food.  He made a 
beautiful garden.  God made trees grow out of the ground that were beautiful with fruit to 
eat.  In the middle of the garden, God put two unique trees.  One was the tree of life.  The 
other was the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  God didn’t want Adam to be alone 
so He made a woman named Eve. 

 
God put them in the garden to work and take care of it.  He told Adam and Eve they 

could eat of all the trees in the garden except the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  
Why should man not eat the fruit of that tree?  God told man if he ate the fruit he would 
die!  Every command God gives is for our good.  He created and knows ALL things!  He 
knows what will hurt us.    

 
Why would God do that?  Why would God create a perfect place and put someone 

very special to Him there and then, put something in the middle of the garden that didn’t 
need to be touched?  God wants us to choose Him!  He doesn’t want our love because 
we HAVE to love Him.  He wants us to CHOOSE to love Him.  Part of loving God is 
trusting and obeying Him.  It is being willing to give up something we want because we 
want Him more.  Adam and Eve could have trusted eating the fruit would cause them to 
die.  They could have obeyed God.  Sadly, they didn’t. 

 
God created a beautiful world and made two special people to build a relationship 

with.  He placed them in a garden where the three of them could be together.  He warned 
them of danger.   

 
One day a serpent went to Eve.  The serpent lied to her.  He told Eve the fruit of the 

tree of the knowledge of good and evil wouldn’t make them die.  Eve believed the lie.  She 
didn’t trust God and then she chose to not obey.  She ate the fruit.  Adam came along.  
He saw what Eve had done.  He could have trusted and obeyed God.  Instead he listened 
to his wife.  He chose Eve instead of choosing God. 

 
The sin of disobedience changed everything.  God is holy.  Because He is holy we 

can’t be with Him with sin in our lives.  God sent Adam and Eve out of the garden.  They 
would have lived forever with God.  Remember, God told them if they ate the fruit they 
would die.  At the moment they sinned, death entered the world and they began to age so 
one day they would die physically.  They were cursed with pain and hardship.  They lost 
their relationship with God, which is true death.  They did die as God said.  We all get to 
choose.  Who will you choose to love, trust, and obey? 

  



  



Lesson 3 - The Promise 
 

 
After leaving the garden, man multiplied and began to fill the earth with people as God 

had commanded.  God created man for a special relationship with Him.  Sadly, the people 
on earth weren’t interested in that relationship.  They were very wicked.  Their every 
thought was evil.  God regretted creating them.  His heart was upset because He created 
them to be blessed.  They weren’t blessed and they weren’t healthy.  When people don’t 
do things God’s way it hurts them and others. 

 
God made a decision to wipe the entire earth of all people, the animals, and birds.  He 

was so sad He decided to destroy them all, because He regretted making them.  
However, there was one man who had God’s attention. 

 
This man was named Noah.  Noah did love God.  He chose to walk faithfully with Him.  

He was a righteous man.  God made a decision to save Noah and his family when He 
destroyed the others on earth.  He told Noah His plans and gave Him instructions to build 
a very big boat.  Boats aren’t unique to us, but at this time, it had never rained before.  
The only source of water was the sea.  Noah wasn’t building the boat in the sea.  He was 
building it on dry land.  God’s instructions didn’t make sense to him, because it seemed so 
strange.  Remember, part of loving God is trusting and obeying Him!  Noah chose well.  
He didn’t understand everything, and it is likely those around him made fun of what he 
was doing.  However, Noah trusted and obeyed God.  He did everything exactly as God 
instructed him.   

 
God told Noah to gather animals to place on the arc so they wouldn’t die completely.  

Then, He told Noah to go into the arc with his entire family.  For the first time, ever, it 
began to rain.  It rained for forty days and nights.  The entire earth was covered.  All the 
people and animals, except those on the arc, were killed.  The earth stayed flooded for 
one hundred and fifty days.  God remembered Noah and those on the arc.  He sent a 
wind so the water went down.  The earth dried.  Noah left the arc.  He took some of the 
animals and made a sacrifice to God.  In His heart, God decided to never destroy all living 
things again.  He made that promise to Noah.  He set a rainbow in the sky as a sign of 
that covenant.  

 
God doesn’t ignore sin.  Sin matters because it is harmful.  It causes death.  It 

separates us from God.  However, He is always love and always faithful.  He could have 
destroyed all the people on earth, but He didn’t.  God protects those who choose Him.  
Out of the entire earth, He protected Noah and his family because one man walked in a 
special relationship with Him.  When we choose God, He will be faithful to love and 
protect us too.   
 



  



Lesson 4 - Building a Nation 
 

 
After God flooded the earth, He dried the land so the earth could recover.  Noah, his 

family, and all the animals left the arc.  God instructed them to multiply and fill the earth.  
They did just that. 

 
God had created man in His image for a special relationship.  The earth was covered 

with people.  Now God wanted to choose a special group of people that would be His.  He 
would have a covenant with His people.  He would teach them His ways.  He would love 
them. 

 
He needed a start for this nation and He chose a man named Abraham.  Abraham 

wasn’t a perfect man.  He didn’t come from a perfect family.  There WAS something 
special about him.  Abraham trusted God.  God never looks for us to be perfect.  He looks 
for faith.  He found that faith in Abraham.  God told him to leave his family and his home to 
go to a place God would show him.  It took courage, but he trusted and obeyed God.  He 
went.  He didn’t know where he was going, but he knew his God.  God took him to a land 
called Canaan.  There, God told Abraham He was going to give that land to his offspring.  
By faith, he made his home there. 

 
God loves to do the impossible.  He loves to do what we can’t.  God made a promise 

to Abraham.  He promised to make him into a great nation, to bless him, and to bless the 
entire earth through him.  Abraham had a great problem.  He and his wife Sarah didn’t 
have any children.  They were too old to have any.  How could he become a great people 
without any children?  After he died, there would be no one left.  God wasn’t afraid of this 
problem, just like He isn’t afraid of any problem you may have!  God told Abraham He 
would give him the child he needed.  He believed God, even though it was impossible! 

 
God promised to make Abraham’s family into a nation that would be God’s chosen 

people.  He was going to teach them how to live in a relationship with Him.  He was going 
to teach them laws to obey to be blessed.  They were going to be different than any of the 
people on earth.  They would belong to God.  First, there had to be a child. 

 
When Abraham and his wife were around one hundred years old, God gave him that 

child.  Do you know anyone one hundred years old?  Could you imagine someone that 
age having a baby?  It was impossible, but nothing is impossible with God.  When the 
baby was born, it was a boy.  Abraham named him Isaac. 

 
God has made you many promises in His word.  He will be faithful to keep His 

promises to you just as He kept His promise to Abraham.  He can be trusted. 
  



  



Lesson 5 - The Test 
 

 
God had a plan to build a nation.  It would belong especially to Him.  The people 

would be His, and He would teach them His laws so they would be blessed and could 
walk with Him.  He chose a man named Abraham.  He had promised Abraham he would 
be a father to this nation. 

 
Abraham had a big problem.  To be the father of a great nation, he needed a son.  He 

and his wife didn’t have children.  They had grown old, and no child had come.  God 
promised Abraham a son.  Abraham trusted God, and when he was around one hundred 
years old his wife became pregnant and their treasured son was born.  Can you imagine 
having a baby at one hundred years old?  Can you imagine how they loved him after 
waiting so long?  To be the father of God’s nation, Abraham needed to fully trust and obey 
God.  God tested him to see if he would.  One day, God instructed Abraham to take his 
son, Isaac, and kill him as a sacrifice to God.  What a terrible instruction, to kill one he 
loved so deeply.  Abraham had to decide his greatest treasure.  Who did Abraham value 
more:  his dear son or God?  Did he trust God?  Did he know God is good and is absolute 
love?  Abraham decided to trust God.  

 
He took his son and traveled as God directed.  Separating from his servants, he and 

Isaac went alone up a mountain.  As they left, Abraham told the servants to wait for 
THEIR return.  Knowing the plan to kill his son, he had hope in God’s faithfulness and 
believed they would both return.  Not understanding, Isaac asked his father where the 
sacrifice was.  In confidence, Abraham responded that God would provide a lamb.  They 
continued their journey together. 

 
After arriving where God had led him, Abraham built an altar.  He bound Isaac and 

laid him on the wood.  He took a knife to slay his son as instructed.  However, at that 
moment, an angel of the Lord called from heaven, “Abraham!  Abraham!  Do not lay a 
hand on the boy.  Do not do anything to him.  Now I know you fear God, because you 
have not withheld from me your son, your only son.” 

 
Abraham looked up and there was a ram caught in a thicket.  God had provided.  

Abraham sacrificed the lamb on the altar in worship.  Then Abraham and Isaac left the 
mountain and returned home. 

 
God was so pleased with Abraham.  He knew his heart and his absolute faith.  

Abraham knew God’s promise and he knew His love.  We can always trust God will 
provide and meet our needs.  Our life is to be one of obedience doing what God has 
called us to do, regardless of how terrible it looks, knowing in faith He is absolute love and 
He will never fail us. 

  



  



Lesson 6 - The Replacement 
 

 
God’s word is full of the stories of our history.  He tells what He did and what His 

people did.  We read the stories and understand what is happening, but many times we 
miss a deeper meaning.  God is frequently painting a bigger picture than we see. 

 
God had chosen a man to start an entire nation belonging to Him.  After a long life 

without children, God gave this man, named Abraham, a precious son.  To test him, God 
asked him to sacrifice His son.  In obedience, he was willing to trust God.  As he was in 
the process of killing his only son, God stopped him.  He knew Abraham’s heart.  He 
provided a lamb for the sacrifice. 

 
That day, God provided a physical lamb to be sacrificed.  However, God was also 

painting a picture of what was to come.  Remember God created man for a special 
relationship.  Because of sin, we were separated from God and the relationship was 
destroyed.  Sin demands death.  All men were to die and spend eternity apart from God.  

 
God had a plan.  Abraham wasn’t the only one who had a precious son.  Father God 

has a precious son too.  His name is Jesus.  God stopped Abraham from killing his son.  
However, even then, God knew He had a plan to sacrifice His own beloved son to restore 
the relationship we lost when sin entered the garden and our lives. 

 
God is absolute love.  He loves Jesus deeply.  The amazing thing is He loves us too.  

He loves us so much, He created the plan to sacrifice Jesus to cover the cost of our sin.  
He sent Jesus to the Earth where He died on a cross.  He died, so we don’t have to.  God 
did exactly what He asked Abraham to do.  God stopped Abraham so he wouldn’t have to 
experience the pain of that loss.  However, He chose to experience the pain Himself, 
because He loves us that much. 

 
Jesus didn’t die forever!  Unlike us, Jesus is perfect.  He never sinned.  With the Holy 

Spirit power surging through Him, Jesus was able to conquer death and the grave.  After 
three days, He rose from the dead so He can offer us the life only He can give. 

 
Now, all we have to do is accept the gift of our salvation through Jesus.  We don’t 

have to live in sin with the curse of death.  We can live a new life.  We can have the 
special relationship with God that we were created for. 

 
 

  



  



Lesson 7 – Exchange of a Birthright 
 

 
There is something particularly special about a first born son.  In Biblical times, a 

birthright and blessing were given to the first born son.  It was a true treasure and was 
highly desired.   

 
God had promised Abraham to build an entire nation through his children.  Abraham 

had one son.  When that son, Isaac, grew up, he married.  He and his wife had a set of 
twins.  The nation that would belong to God would come through one of these children.  
They named one Esau and one Jacob.  Although they were born so close together, Esau 
was born first.  The birthright belonged to him.  God, however, knew things were going to 
take an interesting twist. 

 
Being two unique people, Esau and Jacob were very different.  Esau loved the 

outdoors and hunting.  Jacob was quiet and stayed home.  One day after hunting Esau 
came home tired and hungry.  Jacob had cooked a meal.  Esau demanded some of the 
warm food.  Seeing an opportunity, Jacob bargained with his older brother.  He offered 
the food in exchange for the treasured birthright.  Esau foolishly agreed. 

 
Some time later, Isaac was near death.  He knew the importance of blessing his 

oldest son, so he instructed Esau to hunt and prepare him a meal.  Then, he would give 
his blessing.   

 
Rebekah overheard the plan.  Jacob was her favorite son, and she wanted him to 

have the blessing instead of Esau.  While Esau was hunting, Rebekah embarked on a 
plan of her own.  She, herself, prepared the meal Isaac had requested.  She dressed her 
younger son in Esau’s clothing.  She disguised him to trick Isaac.  When the food was 
ready, she sent Jacob in to his father.  Isaac was confused.  Because of the clothes and 
disguise, Esau smelled and felt like his brother.  However, he didn’t sound like him.  Isaac 
was also baffled that Esau could have hunted and cooked so quickly.  Two times, Jacob 
lied to his father.  He assured him he was Esau.  Finally, Isaac believed him.  After eating 
the meal, Isaac gave the first born blessing to his younger son. 

 
Later, Esau arrived with the meal he had prepared for his father.  Expecting to receive 

the blessing he was devastated to learn his father had been deceived and the blessing 
had already been given to Jacob.  It couldn’t be changed. Jacob had been made lord over 
Esau. 

 
Filled with fury Esau planned to kill Jacob.  Learning this, Rebekah sent Jacob away.  

She told him to stay away until his brother wasn’t angry any more. 
 

  



  



Lesson 8 – Jacob’s Journey 
 

 
Jacob was blessed by God to become an amazing nation.  Sadly, the relationship with 

his brother was so damaged he had to flee in order to save his life. 
 
He set out on a long journey.  One evening he stopped.  He placed a stone under his 

head and went to sleep.  During the night, he had a dream in which he saw a stairway to 
heaven.  Angels were climbing up to heaven and coming down to earth.  Above the ladder 
was God.  He spoke to Jacob and promised to give the land he was sleeping on to him 
and his descendants.  He committed to give him a huge family and to bless the entire 
people on earth through them.  He promised to watch over him wherever he went and to 
bring him back to the land God promised him. 

 
When Jacob woke up he realized God was with him.  He made a vow to God.  He 

committed that if God kept His promise to watch over Jacob, care for him, and bring him 
back to the land promised he would keep the Lord his God.  He also committed to give 
God a tenth of all that God gave him. 

 
Jacob traveled on.  He settled down with his mother’s family and married.  He had 

twelve sons.  After many years, he desired to return to the land God promised.  That 
meant facing his brother Esau.   

 
Trusting God, he journeyed with his family back home.  Recognizing Esau may have 

never forgiven him, he knew he could still be in danger.  When he grew close he 
separated his family into two groups so if one was attacked the other may escape. He 
prayed for God’s protection from his brother’s anger. He prepared a gift for Esau and sent 
a servant ahead to give the gift.  He sent two more servants each to give the message 
that he was coming.  He also sent huge gifts with them.  He hoped Esau would forgive 
and receive him.  He sent his family and the servants ahead leaving him alone in the 
camp.  That night, a man wrestled with him until daybreak.  Recognizing he couldn’t 
overpower Jacob, the man touched his hip giving him a limp.  He told Jacob to release 
him, because the sun was coming up.  Jacob refused and replied, “I will not let you go 
unless you bless me.”  The man changed his name from Jacob to Israel because he had 
struggled with God and man and had overcome.  Jacob knew he had seen God face to 
face, but his life had been spared. 

 
He traveled on to meet his brother.  In a beautiful reunion, Esau embraced and kissed 

Jacob, who was now named Israel.  Israel had returned as God promised to the land God 
would give to him and his family. 

  



  



Lesson 9 – The Dreamer 
 

 
God desired to make a nation.  He promised Abraham, who trusted God deeply, He 

would create this nation from his children.  Abraham had one son named Isaac.  Isaac 
had two sons, Esau and Jacob.  It was through Jacob that God planned to raise this 
nation.  Because Jacob struggled with God and man and overcame, God changed his 
name to Israel. 

 
Israel had twelve sons.  His sons were Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, 

Zebulun, Joseph, Benjamin, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, and Asher.  Parents should love all their 
children the same.  However, Israel had a favorite.  Above his other sons, Israel loved 
Joseph. 

 
To show his dedication to Joseph, Israel had a beautiful coat made just for him.  It was 

obvious to his brothers that Israel loved Joseph more than them.  It caused hurt and 
jealousy.  They said only unkind things about him. 

 
One day, Joseph had a dream.  He dreamed his family was binding sheaves of grain 

when his sheave rose above theirs.  Their sheaves gathered around his and bowed down 
to it.  Joseph probably should have asked God about the dream, but said nothing to his 
brothers.  Instead he shared the dream with them.  They were furious.  How dare Joseph 
insinuate they would bow down to him!  They hated him more. 

 
Later he had another dream.  In it the sun, moon, and eleven stars all bowed down to 

Joseph.  Again, he shared his dream.  His brothers became more jealous. 
 
A day arrived when Joseph’s brothers were our grazing the flocks of sheep.  Israel 

sent Joseph to check on them.  As he was approaching, his brothers observed him from a 
distance.  They plotted to kill him.  Not in agreement Reuben, the oldest brother, stepped 
in.  He convinced them to throw Joseph into a cistern instead of killing him.  He planned to 
rescue him later.  They agreed. 

 
Before Reuben could rescue Joseph, a caravan of Ishmaelites traveled by.  Judah 

suggested to his brothers that they sell Joseph.  They pulled him out of the cistern and 
when the Ishmaelites passed his brothers sold Joseph for twenty shekels of silver.  They 
covered Joseph’s special coat in animal blood, which they gave to Israel.  They claimed to 
have found it to lead Israel to believe Joseph was killed by a ferocious beast.  Israel wept 
for the loss of his beloved son. 

  



  



Lesson 10 – In the House of Potiphar 
 

 
Joseph was a young man when his brothers were so angry and filled with hatred they 

sold him into slavery.  Full of hurt and fear Joseph was taken by foreign people away from 
his father and his home.  He was taken into the country of Egypt no longer a free man but 
a slave.   

 
In Egypt, he was purchased by a man named Potiphar.  God was with Joseph.  He 

blessed him greatly as a servant in Potiphar’s home.  Potiphar was able to see how God 
blessed and favored Joseph.  He chose Joseph as a personal attendant.  He put him in 
charge of everything he owned.  Because he did, God blessed Potiphar’s entire 
household.  God blessed everything in his home and in his field.  Potiphar fully trusted 
Joseph.  He concerned himself with nothing, leaving Joseph to care for everything. 

 
Joseph was a handsome man.  Potiphar’s wife noticed him.  She wanted to be with 

Joseph.  However, Joseph knew it was wrong to be with someone else’s wife.  He also 
knew his master trusted him completely.  It would betray Potiphar to take what belonged 
only to him.  Day after day she tried to get Joseph to change his mind. 

 
One day Joseph went into the house to work.  Potiphar’s wife again tried to get 

Joseph to sin.  Again, he refused.  He ran out of the house to get away.  However, she 
grabbed hold of his cloak.  Realizing she had it, she called for a servant.  She lied.  She 
told the servant Joseph had tried to be with her and ran out when she called for help.  
When Potiphar returned home, she told him the same story.   

 
Potiphar was outraged.  He had trusted his servant with his entire home!  How dare 

Joseph try to take his wife too?  Believing his wife, Potiphar put Joseph in prison where all 
the king’s prisoners were confined. 

 
Again, Joseph had been betrayed.  He had been completely faithful to God and 

Potiphar.  He had resisted evil.  He had been blessed by God in Potiphar’s home, and 
now it was all being taken away just as his home and family had been taken previously.  
Joseph again was hurt and scared.  He was likely angry at the circumstances in his life.  
He may have not understood why God was allowing it to happen.  God, however, had a 
plan.  He was working for Joseph’s good and for the good of others.  Many times, we 
have to trust God’s heart and hand when things that are happening just don’t make sense.  
God sees things we can’t.  We can trust Him completely.  He never fails and never makes 
mistakes.  He wasn’t failing Joseph either.  He was doing something amazing! 

  



  



Lesson 11 – Forgotten in Prison 
 

 
Joseph’s life was not developing as he would have liked.  He started out quite well.  Of 

twelve boys, he was father’s favorite.  Then things got difficult.  He was sold into slavery 
by angry brothers.  He was a faithful and righteous slave, but a lie was told.  He was 
betrayed, and now he was in prison.  Even in prison, God was with him.  God caused the 
warden to favor Joseph.  The warden put him in charge of all the prisoners and all that 
took place in the prison.  With Joseph responsible the warden was free of all concern.  
The Lord was with Joseph and gave him success in everything. 

 
Among the prisoners were the cup bearer and the baker to the king of Egypt.  They 

had offended their master, and he threw them in prison.  They were assigned to Joseph.  
One night both men had a dream.  When Joseph saw them in the morning, he could tell 
they were upset.  He questioned them and learned of the dreams.  They were concerned 
no one could tell them what the dreams meant.  Joseph believed God would help.  They 
told him their dreams, and God gave the interpretations to Joseph. 

 
The cup bearer was given a wonderful interpretation that the king of Egypt would take 

him out of prison and restore his responsibility.  Knowing the cup bearer would again be 
with the king, Joseph asked him to remember him and tell the king his story, tell him he’d 
been taken away from his family, and tell him he was in prison although he was innocent.  
He hoped the king would listen and release him. 

 
Expecting the same happy ending, the chief baker shared his dream.  Sadly, his 

dream meant the king was going to kill him. 
 
In three days everything happened as Joseph said it would.  The chief baker was 

hung.  The cup bearer was restored to his position with the king.  However, he didn’t 
remember Joseph.  He didn’t do as Joseph had asked.  He didn’t mention him to the king.  
So, Joseph was left still in prison. 

 
Again, Joseph walked in righteousness.  He went to God for the two men and gave 

perfect interpretations to the dreams.  They were fulfilled.  Even then, he was still 
forgotten. 

 
It would appear God had forgotten Joseph too.  That was far from the truth.  God had 

not forgotten Joseph at all.  God had a great job for Joseph.  That job required maturity.  
While Joseph was experiencing such difficulties, he was growing to know and trust God 
more deeply.  He was being prepared. 

  



  



Lesson 12 – Ruler of Egypt 
 

 
Stuck in prison, Joseph had made plans in hope of his release.  He had asked the cup 

bearer to tell the king of Egypt about Joseph when he returned to the king.  Sadly, the cup 
bearer forgot.  Joseph remained in prison for a crime he didn’t commit.  God never forgot 
Joseph, and He was continually maturing him into a man able to do all God had called 
him to.  It was a long, hard process.  Can you imagine being betrayed by your brothers 
and sold into slavery, being taken to a land far away from your family and home, being 
falsely accused when you had pleased God, thrown into prison, and then forgotten?  That 
is the life Joseph experienced.  It isn’t how his life ended, however.  God had great things 
planned. 

 
Two years after the cup bearer was restored to serve the king, Pharaoh had a dream.  

He dreamed he was standing by the Nile River.  Seven fat cows came out of the river and 
ate among the reeds.  Then seven ugly thin cows came from the river.  They ate the ones 
that had come first. After falling asleep again, he had a similar dream.  There were seven 
healthy heads of grain growing on a stalk.  Seven other heads of grain sprouted.  They 
were pitiful and thin.  The pitiful ones swallowed the healthy ones. 

 
Pharaoh was terribly upset by his dreams.  He knew they had a meaning.  However, 

he didn’t know what it was.  He called all his wise men.  None could explain the dreams to 
him. 

 
The chief cup bearer remembered his experience in prison.  He remembered having a 

dream and how Joseph knew the interpretation.  He told Pharaoh about Joseph.  Pharaoh 
sent for him quickly.  When Joseph was ready he went in to see the Pharaoh. 

 
Pharaoh explained his situation of the dreams and how none of the wise men could 

explain them. Giving God the complete credit Joseph replied, “I can not interpret your 
dreams, but God can.” 

 
Pharaoh told his dreams to Joseph, and God did give the interpretation.  Both dreams 

meant the same thing.  The seven healthy cows and heads of grain represented seven 
great years.  There would be much food during these years.  Next there would be seven 
terrible years.  The famine would be great and there wouldn’t be food.  Joseph told 
Pharaoh someone should save during the seven good years so they would be taken care 
of during the years to come.  Pharaoh was pleased with Joseph’s answer.  He was so 
pleased, he put Joseph in charge of all Egypt.  He gave him the assignment of saving the 
food needed.  Through the difficult experiences in Joseph’s life, God had prepared him to 
be ruler of Egypt! 
  



  



Lesson 13 – Reunion 
 

 
Joseph’s life of hardship was finally over!  After experiencing such difficult 

circumstances he was now ruler of Egypt, second only to Pharaoh.  God had never 
forgotten Joseph.  He had never pulled away.  The entire time Joseph was struggling, 
God was working.  He did this to bless Joseph, but that wasn’t all.  God had a greater 
vision.  Remember God wanted a nation that belonged to him.  He had promised this 
nation to Abraham, and to his son Isaac, and then to his son Israel.  Just as God had not 
forgotten Joseph, He was caring for His nation too.   

 
The nation of Israel had a problem.  Do you remember the great famine God revealed 

through Pharaoh’s dream?  Do you remember there would be no food?  This famine 
covered a much larger area than just Egypt.  It reached the place where the children of 
Israel were too.  They didn’t have any food to eat.  Their entire family would starve without 
food.  If the family starved God would not have the nation He desired and had promised. 

 
Knowing they were in danger, Israel told ten of Joseph’s brothers to go to Egypt.  He 

had heard there was food and sent them to purchase some for their families.  They didn’t 
know what had happened to Joseph.  He had been gone so long, and they would have 
expected he simply had a life as a slave.  In search of food, they journeyed to Egypt.  
When they arrived, they didn’t recognize Joseph.  He did recognize them!   

 
It was hard for him.  Can you imagine seeing the brothers who sold you and started 

such a difficult time in your life?  His heart was deeply touched because he did love them.  
He had to face the pain caused by their cruelty and hatred.  He had to make a decision to 
forgive or to continue to walk in the hatred they had given him.  Joseph had something 
else that concerned him greatly.  From the time he was sold as a slave he never saw his 
father again.  Remember his father loved him deeply and Joseph returned that love.  
There was also one brother who didn’t accompany the sons of Israel on their trip to Egypt.  
Joseph’s younger brother, Benjamin, had not made the journey.  Benjamin was special to 
Joseph and had not been a part of his betrayal.   

 
After becoming a ruler in Egypt, Joseph didn’t think much about the family he’d lost.  

Being blessed, he didn’t likely think too much about all the pain he suffered and the 
betrayal.  Seeing his brothers made him remember everything.  He remembered the loss 
of his father and brother, Benjamin.  He remembered the terrible experiences his other 
brothers caused him.  If Joseph was willing to forgive, God could heal his hurt.  In the 
same way, if we choose to forgive those who do wrong, God will minister healing to us. 
  



  



Lesson 14 – Rescue of a Nation 
 

 
After years away from his home and family, Joseph stood face to face with his 

brothers.  He had experienced years of pain and hardship.  Then, God had promoted him 
to a place of honor and power in Egypt as second in command to Pharaoh.  Joseph was 
thrust into a sea of emotions.  All the pain rushed back to him.  Would he forgive his 
brothers?  He could have total revenge.  He could imprison or kill them.  He had the 
authority to refuse them food so their families would starve.  Thankfully for them, Joseph 
relied on and grew in the Lord during the years apart.  He was a man God trusted to make 
hard and wise decisions. 

 
Joseph was unsure if he could trust his brothers.  He didn’t know if they had changed 

or if they were still the same jealous, hate filled men they had been when they sold him.  
Joseph remembered the dreams he had of his brothers bowing down to him.  Now, here 
they were bowing down.  He accused them of being spies.  Although they assured him 
they weren’t, he questioned them.  They answered that they were a family of twelve sons, 
the youngest had stayed with their father, and the other was no more.  To test them, 
Joseph announced they could not leave unless the youngest, Joseph’s beloved brother, 
Benjamin, came to Egypt.  It was decided one brother would stay while the others would 
leave and then return with Benjamin.  The brothers felt certain they were being punished 
for the harm they brought to Joseph.   

 
Leaving Simeon in Egypt, the others traveled to their father to get Benjamin.  Israel 

was terrified to release him, because he had already lost Joseph.  He finally relented.  
After they returned to Egypt, Joseph put them through several other tests to determine 
their hearts.  He was able to see their responses to possible harm to themselves and their 
father.  Instead of being selfish, they showed love.  One was willing to sacrifice himself to 
save Benjamin.  Finally, Joseph was unable to hold control any longer.  He told his 
brothers who he was and he wept.  He forgave them.  He recognized although they meant 
him harm, God was working beautifully to minister to them all.  He was using that time to 
develop Joseph into a ruler. 

 
Learning Joseph had been reunited with his family Pharaoh welcomed them all 

including Joseph’s father to move to Egypt.  There they would have safety and food 
during the famine.  It would also restore the relationship Joseph had with his father, 
because they would be close again.   

 
Through Joseph’s life, his move to Egypt, time as a slave and in prison, and him being 

lifted to second in command to Pharaoh, God was making a way for His people.  He had it 
all planned out.  His people needed a safe place with food, and God worked to provide it.  
He will always provide for you too! 
 



  



Lesson 15 – No Longer a Haven 
 

 
Joseph’s entire family, the family of Israel, moved to Egypt during the famine.  As time 

went by, Joseph and all his brothers aged and died.  The family, however, grew into the 
great nation God promised.  They had many strong children and were very blessed.  The 
Pharaoh, who respected and trusted Joseph, was gone.  There was a new king.  He was 
concerned the Israelites would be enemies and fight them.  In an effort to control them, 
the people of Egypt forced them to become slaves. 

 
Egypt had been a safe place for God’s people to save them from the famine.  For 

years they had been blessed.  Egypt was no longer a safe place.  It was a place of forced 
labor and cruelty.  Pharaoh was so afraid of the Israelites he made a law to kill all the 
baby boys born.  He commanded they be thrown into the Nile River and drowned. 

 
One Israelite mother so loved her son she hid him for three months.  When he was too 

large to be hidden any longer, she put him in a basket and placed him in the Nile among 
the reeds.  Praying for his safety, she left his sister to watch from a distance. 

 
Pharaoh’s daughter found the basket.  Looking inside she realized it was one of the 

Israelite babies.  She felt compassion and adopted him as her own.  The baby’s sister 
approached Pharaoh’s daughter and offered to find a Hebrew woman to nurse him.  God 
worked a miracle!  She agreed and the baby's sister was able to return the baby to his 
mother for a while.  When he was older, he was returned to Pharaoh’s daughter.  She 
named him Moses and raised him as her son. 

 
When Moses was grown he went one day and watched as his people were being 

abused.  He saw an Egyptian beating an Israelite.  Believing no one was looking Moses 
killed the Egyptian.  However, he was seen.  Pharaoh learned what happened and tried to 
kill Moses.  Moses fled for his life.  He went to a foreign land, where he met a family who 
invited him to stay.  He agreed and married one of them.  He worked and began a family 
in this land.   

 
In Egypt the Israelites continued to be worked brutally.  The nation of God groaned and 

cried. 
  



  



Lesson 16 – The Burning Bush 
 

 
God had protected his people, Israel, by moving them to Egypt during the famine.  

They prospered there for many years until the people of Egypt became threatened.  Afraid 
the nation of Israel would fight and conquer them, they forced them into slavery and 
abused them.  Moses, after being rescued by God and raised in Pharaoh’s home, had 
grown with a heart tender to his own people.  After killing an Egyptian for abusing them, 
he had fled to another country to protect himself from Pharaoh, who had learned his act.  
Moses started a family in a foreign land.  He stayed there many years.  During this time 
God’s people cried to heaven because of their slavery.  They were miserable.  God heard 
their groaning.  He remembered his covenant to Abraham to make them His nation and to 
bless them in the land promised. 

 
One day Moses was tending flocks in a wilderness.  The angel of the Lord appeared 

to Moses in flames of fire in a bush.  From a distance, Moses saw the bush and realized it 
wasn’t burning up although it was on fire.  In curiosity he approached the bush.  God 
called to him from the bush, “Moses, Moses! Do not come any closer.  Take off your 
sandals for the place where you are standing is holy ground. I am the God of your father, 
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.”  Frightened to look at God, 
Moses hid his face. 

 
God spoke with Moses.  He expressed His concern for His people.  They were being 

treated terribly in Egypt.  It was God’s heart to rescue His people.  They were to be given 
a beautiful land, one flowing with milk and honey.  He told Moses to return to Egypt to visit 
Pharaoh to bring the Israelites out.   

 
Moses was afraid.  How could he get Pharaoh to release God’s people?  God 

promised to be with Moses and to make him successful.  He committed to Moses that 
when he brought the Israelites out of Egypt they would worship God on the very mountain 
Moses was now standing on.  Moses gave many excuses why he couldn’t do as God told 
him to.  He argued until God became angry.  God told Moses his brother, Aaron, would 
help him.  He gave him a staff to perform miracles and instructed him to obey and return 
to Egypt. 

 
Moses and Aaron did return.  They met with the elders of the Israelites.  Moses 

performed miracles and they believed he was sent by God.  Knowing God’s heart for them 
and seeing His concern thrilled the Israelites.  They bowed down and worshipped. 
  



  



Lesson 17 – The Exodus 
 

 
Moses had been sent by God to bring his people out of Egypt.  God instructed him to 

visit Pharaoh to request the Israelites be allowed to worship God in the wilderness.  
Pharaoh had no respect for God or Moses.  He not only refused he also made the work 
harder for the Israelites.  He harshly required them to do the same amount of work without 
the materials they needed.  The Israelites blamed Moses.  God, however, continued to 
promise Pharaoh would release them. 

 
Sending Moses to Pharaoh again, God gave instructions for Moses to do miracles.  

Pharaoh’s magicians did the same miracles, so he was not impressed.  He still refused. 
 
God was determined Pharaoh would release His people.  He began to show His 

power through plagues.  The first day he instructed Aaron to stretch his staff over the Nile 
River turning it into blood.  The water was undrinkable.  The Egyptians had to find other 
sources of water.  The magicians were able to do the same, so Pharaoh didn’t change his 
mind. 

 
Because Pharaoh didn’t relent, God sent frogs to cover the land.  The magicians were 

also able to summon frogs.  However, when the Egyptians had no rest from the frogs, 
Pharaoh agreed to release God’s people if the frogs would leave.  Moses and Aaron 
prayed and the frogs died.  Pharaoh changed his mind. 

 
This happened time and time again.  God sent plagues of gnats and flies.  Still the 

stubborn Pharaoh refused to agree.  Then God began to make a separation between the 
Egyptians and the Israelites.  He sent plagues on the livestock, boils, and hail.  They were 
sent on the Egyptians, but God protected the Israelites so they weren’t harmed.  God sent 
plagues of locusts and darkness.  Amazingly after all this, Pharaoh still would not listen to 
Moses. 

 
God told Moses He would bring one more plague and then Pharaoh would release the 

people.  God gave specific instructions to protect the Israelites.  After Pharaoh, who was 
warned, continued to refuse the night came.  At midnight, every first-born son, person and 
animal, died.  Even Pharaoh’s own first-born son died.  There was weeping and anguish 
in Egypt.  Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron insisting they and all Israel leave to 
worship God.  The Egyptians urged them to go before they all died.  The Israelites had 
been in Egypt 430 years.  Then all of them left together.  
  



  



Lesson 18 – The Passover 
 

 
The last night the Israelites were in Egypt was an amazing night for the Israelites 

because God showed His glory and power.  For the Egyptians, it was devastating.  God’s 
power was going to rush through at midnight and kill every first-born son because 
Pharaoh was so stubborn to not obey and release God’s people.   

 
God gave very specific instructions to the Israelites.  It was necessary for them to take 

steps to protect their sons from death.  God told Moses every family was to choose a 
lamb.  The lamb had to be without defect.  The lamb had to have great value.  They were 
to care for the lambs a few days and then the entire community of Israel was to slaughter 
them together.  Blood was to be taken from the lamb and placed on the doorframes of the 
houses where the lamb was eaten.  That night they were to eat the lamb.  God gave 
directions on how to eat.  He told them to eat quickly.  It was the Lord’s pass over. 

 
That same night, the Lord was going to pass through Egypt and strike down every 

first-born person and animal.  God was going to bring judgement on all Egypt.  However, 
the lamb’s blood on the doorframes would be a sign to God that His people resided in a 
home.  Because of the blood, God would pass over and death would not touch His 
beloved nation. 

 
The Israelites obeyed God completely.  They were favored that night.  Every first-born 

in Egypt died, but they were not touched.  Because of the immense pain they were 
experiencing, Pharaoh and the Egyptians urged them to leave. 

 
God rescued the Israelites that night.  He was painting a picture of what was to come.  

He had an even larger rescue planned.  God desired to save all men.  He created each of 
us for a relationship.  That relationship was ruined because of sin.  Sin brought death and 
separation from God.  For us to be saved we had to be covered by the blood of a perfect 
lamb just as the doorframe was covered for the Israelites.  It sounds so gross to kill and 
shed blood.  However, that is the seriousness of sin.  Because of sin, blood had to be 
shed.  A perfect lamb had to be killed or we would be.  God had a plan to send His only 
son to be that perfect lamb here on earth.  Sacrificing His own life and shedding His blood 
He paid the price. Jesus’ blood can cover us so we won’t die if we accept His gift.  We can 
now avoid death and have the relationship God created us for. 

 
  



  



Lesson 19 – By Day and By Night 
 

 
After rescuing the Israelites from Egypt they began a journey through the land.  During 

the day God went ahead of them in a cloud they could see.  By night God went ahead in a 
pillar of fire.  God never left His people.  They were able to follow Him by day or by night. 

 
The Lord instructed Moses to tell the Israelites to turn back and camp by the sea.  

God knew Pharaoh would believe the Israelites were in confusion and hemmed in.  God 
wanted to show His glory so all Egypt would know He is God.   

 
After the Israelites fled Egypt Pharaoh regretted his decision to allow them to leave.  

He wanted their slave labor.  With his army he pursued the Israelites.  They overtook 
them as they camped by the sea. 

 
Seeing the Egyptians approach the Israelites were terrified.  They questioned God 

and blamed Moses.  They thought they would have preferred to be slaves in Egypt than to 
die in the desert.  Moses, however, trusted God.  He answered them to not be afraid.  He 
knew God would deliver them.  He told them to be still and God would fight.  He cried out 
to God. 

 
God instructed Moses to tell them to move on.  He told Moses to raise his staff across 

the water.  Moses did.  An amazing thing happened.  The entire sea opened up.  The 
Israelites were able to cross on dry land completely safe from harm.  The Egyptians were 
still advancing.  In their pride, they followed the Israelites into the sea.  The angel of God, 
who had been traveling before the Israelites, moved and went behind them.  The pillar of 
cloud also moved from the front to the back.  The angel and the cloud stood between the 
Egyptians and the nation of God.  A night passed with the cloud creating darkness to one 
side and light to the other. 

 
When the Israelites had passed safely through the sea with the Egyptians pursuing, 

God threw the Egyptian army into confusion.  He jammed the wheels of their chariots.  
They knew God was fighting for Israel.  However, it was too late for them.  God instructed 
Moses to stretch his hand again over the sea causing the water to return covering the 
entire Egyptian army.  Not one of them survived.   

 
The Israelites had crossed on dry land with a wall of water on both sides.  It was an 

absolute miracle.  God loves doing miracles to protect His children and to reveal His glory.  
What a glorious and amazing God He is! 
  



  



Lesson 20 – Bread of Heaven 
 

 
The Israelites had such an amazing story to tell their children and grandchildren.  God 

had magnificently rescued them from the Egyptians.  It took plague after plague to get the 
Pharaoh to release them.  Then God rescued them from the entire Egyptian army that 
pursued them.  One would think they would understand God’s heart and His ways toward 
them.  It would be expected that they would trust Him completely.  However, the Israelites 
worshipped God at the moment He showed His power, but when they were threatened or 
uncomfortable later they didn’t trust Him at all.  Time and time again they turned on God 
and Moses. 

 
After God drowned the entire Egyptian army in the Red Sea they began to travel.  For 

three days they walked.  They didn’t find good water and became thirsty.  Instead of 
trusting God would provide they began to complain.  Moses cried out to God for them.  
God showed him a piece of wood.  As he threw the wood into the water the water became 
good to drink. 

 
There, God instructed them to listen carefully to His words and obey.  He committed to 

keep them healthy without disease if they would always honor His laws. 
 
They journey on.  Before long they were complaining again.  They missed the meat 

and food they had in Egypt.  God heard their grumbling.  Through Moses He assured 
them they would know He was God, because He would provide them meat at twilight and 
bread in the morning.  That evening quail flew in and covered the land.  They were able to 
eat their fill.  The next morning came with heavy dew.  When the dew left the ground was 
covered with thin flakes like frost.  It was bread God had given them to eat.  They named 
it manna.  Each had as much as they wanted. 

 
They set out to a place without water to drink.  Again, they complained and grumbled 

to Moses and God provided.  God always met their needs and yet every time they had a 
need they refused to trust Him.  It must have broken His heart to be so faithful to His 
people when they were so unfaithful to Him.  Does God always meet your needs?  You 
can always trust Him to provide.  Be encouraged to not complain or be afraid when you 
have a need.  Instead, ask God to provide.  He will.  Be patient to wait for God to meet 
your needs!  He will do it in His time and not yours. 

 
  



  



Lesson 21 – To Walk in Covenant 
 

 
God promised Abraham He would make a great nation through his children.  He had 

done just that.  Now Israel was numerous.  God rescued them from Egypt so He could 
take them to the land He promised Abraham.  He desired to teach them His ways and to 
walk in covenant with them.   

 
In the Desert of Sinai, God sent a message to the Israelites through Moses.  He 

committed to keep them as His treasured possession if they would obey Him and keep 
His commands.  The entire earth belonged to God, but He wanted Israel to be special. 

 
He announced a plan to visit with them.  He instructed them to put boundaries around 

the mountain so they wouldn’t get too close.  They were told to dedicate themselves to 
God to be prepared for this time.  The morning arrived.  There was thunder, lightning, a 
thick cloud, and a very loud trumpet blast.  They trembled.  God descended on the 
mountain in fire covering it with smoke.  Moses went up and God spoke with Him so the 
Israelites could hear.  They were frightened.  They were too afraid to speak to God.  They 
told Moses to be a messenger.  They remained at a distance while Moses approached 
God. 

 
God gave Moses ten important commands.  They Israelites were to obey these 

commands. 
 
1. You shall have no other gods before Me. 
2. You shall not make idols. 
3. You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain. 
4. Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 
5. Honor your father and your mother. 
6. You shall not murder. 
7. You shall not commit adultery. 
8. You shall not steal. 
9. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
10. You shall not covet. 
 
God instructed them to not serve other gods alongside Him.  He was to be their ONLY 

love.  He told them to build an altar to worship and make offerings on.  He made a 
covenant with them.  Each had their part.  The Israelites were to worship and live for God 
alone, obeying the laws He’d given.  He would protect and care for them!  You can walk in 
covenant with God now.  If you will seek and obey Him, He will minister his love to you in 
amazing ways.  

 
  



  



Lesson 22 – Tabernacle for His Presence 
 

 
God created man for a special relationship.  It has always been His desire to be close 

to us.  However, because of sin we can’t be close to God without the price Jesus paid on 
the cross.  We require His blood to cover us so we don’t have to die for our sins.  Moses 
lived many, many years before Jesus came to earth and died.  He was able to have a 
relationship with God, but it wasn’t the relationship we can have now.  God wasn’t able to 
dwell closely with the people He loved.   

 
Israel was His nation and it was important for Him to be as close to them as He could 

be.  When Moses was on the mountain God gave him instructions to build a tabernacle 
where God would dwell.  That way, God’s presence would always be near.   

 
God gave very specific instructions for the tabernacle.  It was to be designed and 

organized exactly as God said.  God gave directions for worship activities so they would 
know how to express their hearts to Him and give Him the praise He deserved.  It would 
also be a place of sacrifice.  Any time a person sinned God required an innocent valuable 
animal to be killed to pay the price for his sin.  It was the only way the sinner could stand 
before God.  The tabernacle was the place those sacrifices would be made.  God told 
Moses to set aside one day a week to rest from their work and to worship.  It was called 
the Sabbath.    

 
The Israelites built the tabernacle as God instructed them.  It was incredibly beautiful.  

When it was complete a cloud covered the tent and the glory of the Lord filled the 
tabernacle.  God led His people through that cloud.  The Israelites were wanderers.  They 
had not yet arrived in the land God promised them.  When the cloud stayed over the 
tabernacle they knew to stay where they were.  Some times the cloud would move.  They 
knew it was time to pack, because God was leading them somewhere else. 

 
That was a time when God’s presence couldn’t be with us intimately as God desired.  

When Jesus died on the cross and paid the price for our sin He was doing something 
incredible.  He was making a way for His presence to dwell IN us!  It is His desire that we 
be His new tabernacle.  When we accept His gift, God’s presence comes to live inside us 
as it once did in the physical tabernacle the Israelites built. 
  



  



Lesson 23 – Joshua and Caleb 
 

 
Although God continually showed Himself faithful to the Israelites, they continued to 

grumble and complain.  They grumbled when they were frightened and didn’t trust God.  
They complained when they wished things were different than they were.  It was a 
frustration to Moses and angered God.  He dealt with them many times.  Some times He 
gently met their needs and other times He disciplined them harshly for their bad attitudes.  
It was a repeated problem.  Still, God remained faithful to this nation He loved that wasn’t 
being faithful to Him. 

 
When they neared the land God had promised Abraham He instructed Moses to send 

some men in to explore the land.  He sent them to discover what the land was like and the 
people living there.  He requested they return with some of the land’s best fruit. 

 
They were gone forty days.  When they returned they gave a report of the land, the 

people, and fruit.  They acknowledged the land was as God promised.  It was a land full of 
milk and honey.  However, they were terrified of the people there.  The land was full of 
giants.  After the miracles God had performed previously, they should not have been 
concerned.  Yet they were.   

 
As they were expressing their fear, Caleb interrupted them.   He trusted God 

completely.  He knew the giants were strong, but he also knew they could conquer them 
with God’s help.  

 
They argued with Caleb and convinced the other Israelites of their impending doom.  

Only Joshua, who also searched out the land, agreed with Caleb.  Both trusted God.  
Together Moses, Aaron, Caleb, and Joshua begged the others to rely on God and to 
brave taking the land.  The Israelites not only refused they threatened to kill them. 

 
God was angry.  He desired to destroy them all and start His nation over through 

Moses.  However, Moses prayed for them.  He asked God to forgive.  God was merciful 
and did forgive.  However, He also gave a consequence.  He announced the Israelites 
who had seen the miracles He performed in Egypt and still chose to not trust Him would 
never receive the land He had promised.  They would die in the desert.  God would lead 
them around the desert many years until they all died.  Their children would be blessed to 
inherit the land they had refused to trust God for.  God did promise Caleb and Joshua 
would make their home in the land, because they were faithful and trusted Him.  He was 
very pleased with their faith.  He is pleased when we trust Him also.  We can always trust 
God to protect us and meet our every need. 



  



Lesson 24 – After Forty Years 
 

 
The Israelites were condemned to wander the wilderness until those who had seen 

God’s faithful hand in Egypt had died.  Only Caleb and Joshua were favored.  They would 
live in the land flowing with milk and honey.  It took forty years.  The Israelites of the next 
generation returned to the site of the previous rebellion.  Sadly, they responded in fear as 
their fathers had.  In frustration Moses and Aaron showed a lack of respect for God.  
Moses disobeyed an instruction God gave.  It cost him dearly.  God announced he and 
Aaron would also not enter the land promised. 

 
God led the Israelites through land inhabited by other people.  They tried to travel 

respectfully.  However, the nations were hateful and refused to allow them to pass.  God 
protected and fought for the Israelites so they conquered many nations as they journeyed.  
The area kingdoms became very afraid of them. 

 
Sadly, God continued to deal with unfaithfulness from the Israelites.  They sinned and 

God disciplined them.  When they recognized their sin and repented He was faithful to 
forgive.  He was gracious to His ever failing nation, because He loved them and He 
honored Moses’ prayers.   

 
One time they complained against God and Moses, because they grew impatient on 

the way.  God sent venomous snakes.  Many died from their bites.  They went to Moses 
and admitted their evil ways asking him to pray the Lord would take the snakes away.  
Moses did pray.  God gave him instructions, which he obeyed.  His obedience protected 
the Israelites from death. 

 
As they neared the Promise Land Moses was aging.  God allowed him to know he 

would die soon.  God sent him up a mountain so he could see the land he was giving 
Israel.  Before Moses died, he reminded the nation of Israel what it meant to live in 
covenant with God.   

 
He instructed them to always love and obey God.  If they would walk in righteousness 

and obey God’s law, God would bless and care for them.  He would be their God, and 
they would be His people.  He expressed they would cross into land with giants, but just 
as God was faithful to protect them before He would protect them now.  They did not need 
to be afraid.  After instructing the Israelites and seeing the Promise Land, Moses died.  
Israel never had another prophet like him.  He knew God face to face.   

  



  



Lesson 25 – Crossing the Jordan 
 

 
After Moses’ death, God called Joshua to lead His people into the Promise Land.  He 

gave instructions for Joshua to take the people across the Jordan River.  He told them He 
would give them every place they set their foot.  He committed no other nation would be 
able to stand against them, because God would fight for them and give them protection.  
He would never leave or forsake them.  They were to be strong and courageous, never 
turning away from God.  They would always be successful if they kept His law. 

 
The nation of Israel accepted Joshua as their new leader.  They committed to follow 

him as he heard from God. 
 
The land God was giving the Israelites was already full of other people.  Because they 

were wicked, God was taking the land from them and giving it to the nation of Israel.  It 
would be a fight.  These people didn’t desire to lose their land.  

 
They sent spies into the land to get information.  After the spies returned with good 

news that God had given them the land the Israelites began their journey.  The great 
Jordan River stood between them and the Promise Land.  God told them to approach the 
river.  He had given instructions for the priests to carry the ark of the Lord.  The river was 
flooded with raging water.  God instructed them to walk down into the river.  When the 
priests carrying the ark walked down into the water, the water from upstream stopped 
flowing.  The priests carrying the ark stood in the middle of the river on dry ground while 
the entire nation of Israel crossed over.   

 
God instructed leaders of each tribe of Israel to get stones from the dry ground in the 

Jordan River to set up memorials.  He wanted them to remember and to show their 
children the stones so they would know God’s power and faithfulness.  God wants us to 
remember all the amazing things He has done for us too.  When we remember what he’s 
done before it helps us have faith in anything we are struggling with now.  When God 
does something wonderful in your life, write it down.  Remember!  When you are scared 
think back to all He’s done before to help you know He will be faithful again.   

 
God promised He would never leave or forsake the Israelites.  He has promised the 

same to you.  He will never leave or forsake you.  He instructed them to stay focused on 
Him and obey His laws and they would be blessed.  You can also be in covenant with 
God.  If you keep your heart and eyes on Him and always keep His commands, you will 
be blessed as they were.  Be encouraged to read and learn God laws.  Know how He 
instructed the Israelites to live.  That will teach you how He wants you to live. 

 
  



  



Lesson 26 – Blowing the Trumpets 
 

 
God was giving the city of Jericho to Israel.  The people living in Jericho didn’t want to 

lose their land.  They were afraid of the Israelites, because they had heard all the great 
miracles God had done.  The city of Jericho was surrounded by a huge wall.  It was large 
and strong.  They believed it would protect them, so they closed the gates.  They didn’t 
allow anyone to come in or to leave.  They were convinced the Israelites wouldn’t be able 
to conquer them because of the wall. 

 
God wasn’t concerned about the wall at all.  He gave Joshua instructions.  He was 

going to give them the city.  God could have simply destroyed the city by Himself.  He 
doesn’t want to work that way.  It isn’t His desire to do things alone.  If that was His heart, 
He would have not created us to begin with.  He wants to work with us!  He wants us to 
trust Him and to obey His commands.  He gave Israel directions.  If they had not obeyed, 
He would not have helped them defeat the city of Jericho.  They obeyed God. 

 
He gave instructions for the fighting men of Israel to walk one time around the city.  

They were to walk very quietly.  The ark of the Lord was to be carried behind seven 
priests blowing trumpets.  They were to repeat this seven days.  On the seventh day, God 
told them to walk around the city seven times.  The seventh time around the priests gave 
a long trumpet blast.  Joshua instructed the army to shout, because God had given them 
the city.  Everyone in the city was to live for God.   

 
At the direction of God, the trumpet sounded and the fighting men shouted.  The great 

wall of Jericho collapsed.  The army was able to rush into the unprotected city.  They 
conquered and were victorious.  They won the battle.  They devoted the city to God. 

 
Succeeding in the battle was impossible.  The army would not have been able to 

advance and defeat a city so protected.  The IMPOSSIBLE isn’t a problem with God’s 
mighty hand.  God wants to do impossible things through you too.  He has called you to 
do things you CAN’T do without Him.  If you can do it yourself, you get the glory and you 
don’t need faith.  God has called you to do the impossible.  In such difficult and scary 
situations, you will require faith to obey God.  When you obey Him, He will be faithful and 
you will succeed.  Your faith will grow and He will be glorified, because every one will 
know you couldn’t have been successful without Him. 

 
God repeatedly reminded Israel to always keep their heart on Him and to always obey 

the laws He had given them!   
 
   



  



Lesson 27 – Turning Away 
 

 
God faithfully brought the Israelites into the land He promised.  He made a covenant 

with them committing to keep them safe and blessed if they would follow His commands 
and seek Him always.  They served Him completely while Joshua was alive.  Joshua was 
already an older man when they entered the Promised Land.  He served God and led the 
Israelites.  He reminded them of God’s covenant and their responsibility to love Him and 
obey His laws.  Israel did so until Joshua died.  Joshua died when he was 110 years old. 

 
Sadly, the generation, that had seen God’s miracles and knew His faithfulness, died.  

The younger men and women didn’t know God.  They turned away from the covenant 
made with Him.  They didn’t obey His laws.  They did evil things and worshipped other 
gods.  Because they turned away from God, He removed His protection.  They were 
attacked, and God did not defend them.  They were defeated.   

 
God gave them judges who heard from Him.  When Israel was in distress, the judges 

would remind them to repent and follow God.  They would obey, and God would rescue 
them in His love.  Soon, however, they would again turn away from Him.  Repeatedly, 
they would repent and be saved.  Then they would turn away and be defeated by 
enemies.  God was faithful, but they were not.  They did evil.  God allowed the Philistines 
to conquer them. 

 
Among those God gave Israel to rescue them was a man named Samson.  Before he 

was born, God instructed Samson’s mother to set him apart for God because God would 
use him to begin to deliver Israel from the Philistines.  The angel of the Lord gave specific 
instructions on raising Samson.  One instruction was to never cut his hair.  Samson grew 
up to be a powerfully strong man.  God used his strength to conquer the Philistines.  
Samson’s strength was connected with his long hair.  When his hair was long, he was 
used to fight for Israel.   

 
Samson should have searched for a righteous woman from Israel.  However, he fell in 

love with a woman from their enemy.  He loved her deeply.  The Philistines tried again 
and again to defeat Samson, but he was too strong.  They went to the woman he loved, 
who deceived him.  She convinced him to tell her the secret of his great strength.  After 
many attempts, he did.  She betrayed him, and told the enemy.  When the Philistines 
learned the secret of his strength, they cut his hair and were able to capture him.  He lived 
as a prisoner until his hair grew back.  When he was strong again he destroyed a building 
full of Philistines.  It fell killing many.  Sadly, Samson was also killed.  After Samson’s 
death, Israel continued to live apart from God. 

  



  



Lesson 28 – Birth of a Prophet 
 
 

In Israel there was a woman, named Hannah.  God had closed her womb so she 
didn’t have any children.  It so grieved her she would refuse to eat.  She went into the 
temple and she wept before God.  She made a vow promising God if He would faithfully 
give her a son, she would set him apart and give him to God.  She was so intense the 
priest, Eli, believed she was drunk.  As he scolded her, Hannah explained her misery.  Eli 
blessed her requesting that God honor her request. 

 
God did honor Hannah.  She became pregnant and had a son.  She named him 

Samuel.  She cared for Samuel while he was a baby.  Then, when he was a very small 
boy, she faithfully did as she promised God.  She returned to the temple and to the priest 
Eli.  She dedicated her son to God and to His work.  She left him there in the temple to be 
raised by Eli for God.  Samuel was raised in the presence of the Lord. 

 
One night while Eli and Samuel were in bed the Lord called Samuel.  Believing he was 

hearing Eli he ran and answered him.  Eli told him to go lie down, because he hadn’t 
called.  Again, Samuel heard his name, so he responded to Eli who hadn’t spoken.  This 
happened three times.  Eli finally realized it was God calling the boy.  He instructed 
Samuel to return to bed and to respond to God the next time He called.  Samuel did, and 
it was the beginning of a special relationship.  God spoke to Samuel and taught him 
through His word.  Everything Samuel said happened.  Israel knew he was a prophet who 
heard from God.  Samuel led Israel well instructing them to serve God.   

 
When Samuel was old, Israel made a heart-breaking request.  Israel wanted Samuel 

to give them a king.  It was devastating, because God was to be their king and they were 
to be His people who loved, served, and obeyed Him with all their hearts.  Samuel was 
sad.  He tried to convince Israel of their sin. They refused to listen.  God knew they had 
rejected Him.  However, God allows us to make decisions.  He allowed Israel to have their 
desire knowing a king would never take care of them as He would.  They had again 
turned away from God.  He instructed Samuel to anoint a man named Saul to be king of 
Israel.    The people rejoiced, when really the day was tragic.  Israel had chosen to trust in 
man instead of God.  You, also choose who you will trust and obey.  Will you love God 
with all your heart and obey His words, or will you do things that people say?  God will 
allow you to love and obey others over Him.  However, you will reject the care and 
protection only He can provide. 
  



  



Lesson 29 – After God’s Heart 
 
 

God built a nation to be His very own, one He would lead and protect.  They were to 
love, follow, and obey.  Sadly, they only turned to God when they were in trouble.  As 
soon as God delivered them, they chose evil again.  Instead of looking to Him to lead, 
they instead wanted and requested a king.  God gave them Saul.  Saul’s heart was not for 
God.  Because he disobeyed God, God rejected him as king of Israel.  God wanted a king 
who would love and serve Him.  God chose David. 

 
God sent Samuel to Bethlehem to the house of a man named Jesse.  Samuel knew 

one of Jesse’s sons would be king.  Jesse’s sons were observed. God rejected each one.  
Samuel questioned Jesse, “Do you not have another son?”  Jesse did have the youngest, 
but who would expect God to choose the least of the family?  God doesn’t choose 
because of appearance or qualities people look at.  God looks at the heart.  Jesse sent for 
his youngest son, named David.  He was embraced and anointed as Israel’s new king.  
David loved God. 

 
Although David had been anointed king, Saul was still the king in the land.  David 

would have to wait for his destiny as he followed and obeyed God.  David trusted God.  
He showed his faith one time by fighting a giant!  The Philistines were again threatening 
Israel.  A towering giant challenged any Israelite willing to fight.  None were.  They were 
terrified.  David was only a boy.  However, even as a boy, he trusted God and boldly 
volunteered to fight the giant named Goliath.  Saul offered armor, but David knew he 
could trust God.  He fought Goliath with only a slingshot and stones.  God was pleased 
with David’s heart.  He faithfully went with David and the giant was killed.  It was a 
miracle.  God loves to do miracles for those who trust Him! 

 
It was many years before David was king of Israel.  Sometimes King Saul loved him.  

Other times he tried to kill David and he fled.  God always protected David, and eventually 
Saul was killed in battle.  David was crowned king.  He wasn’t perfect.  Sometimes he 
made bad choices that hurt himself and Israel.  However, there was something precious 
about David that touched God’s heart.  David truly and deeply loved God.  When he 
sinned, he would repent.  He trusted God and tried to obey.  He was an amazing king.  
God was so pleased with David He promised a descendent of David would be king 
forever!  Many, many years later God honored that promise.  Jesus Christ, God’s own 
son, is a direct descendent of King David.  He is the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords.  
He is mighty and holy.  He will live forever on the throne.  God loved David.  He brought 
His own son to earth through him.  You can love and serve God as David did.  Be 
encouraged to be a person after God’s own heart!  
 



  



Lesson 30 – Pursuit of Wisdom 
 

 
David ruled Israel well and he aged as one committed to God.  When he was near 

death he passed his throne to his son Solomon.  He instructed his son to obey God and 
he would prosper.  David died, and Solomon was now king of Israel. 

 
Solomon had an amazing assignment.  As the Israelites journeyed through the 

wilderness they had a tent that served as God’s temple where His presence dwelled.  In 
the Promise Land, God could have a permanent dwelling.  Solomon was used by God to 
build Him a beautiful temple as God directed.   

 
Solomon recognized he was young and didn’t know how to rule God’s people well.  

Many people are arrogant and don’t want God’s help.  Solomon was humble.  He asked 
God for wisdom and understanding to govern well.  God was pleased and He honored 
Solomon’s request.  He gave Solomon the wisdom.  He also gave riches and honor as 
well.  He blessed him so incredibly there wasn’t another king on earth like him.  People in 
Israel and around the world were amazed at his wisdom.  They knew it came from God.  
With God’s help he always knew the right answer. 

 
During life you will experience problems you don’t know how to solve.  You need 

God’s help just like Solomon did.  Thankfully, you can ask God for wisdom too.  He is 
eager to teach those who love Him.  Ask God frequently to give you wisdom.  Anytime you 
don’t know what to do, seek Him and seek His heart.  Many questions are answered in 
the Bible.  Be encouraged to read His word to learn.  God wants you to be blessed as 
Solomon was. 

 
Sadly, although Solomon had such wisdom, he didn’t do everything well.  Solomon 

should have guarded his heart by choosing to marry someone who loved God.  In an 
effort to have good relationships with the nations around him, Solomon married women 
from other countries.  His wives served the gods of their culture.  As Solomon grew older 
his wives led him to the fake gods they served.  He turned his heart from the one true God 
and was not fully devoted as he had promised.  He did evil and did not follow God 
completely as his father, David, had. 

 
It is important to guard your heart by choosing your friends carefully.  If you choose 

friends who love and serve God, they will encourage you to obey God’s commands as 
they do.  Be careful to avoid Solomon’s mistake.  Show kindness to those who don’t love 
God, but don’t walk closely with them.  Don’t give them a place in your life where they can 
pull you away from God.  Your relationship with God has greater value than any thing or 
person you can ever have.  Honor Him by allowing Him to direct you to good influences.   
  



  



Lesson 31 – Messengers of God 
 
 

Years came and went.  Solomon led Israel and then he died.  Many kings came after 
him.  Most kings of Israel were evil.  They led the people to do wrong serving and loving 
false gods.  Occasionally, there was a righteous king.  He would lead the people to repent 
turning to God.  During their reigns God would forgive and bless the nation.  Then another 
evil king would follow and the sins would return. 

 
God sent messengers to try to direct His people.  They were prophets who heard 

directly from God and spoke His words.  One of God’s mighty prophets was named Elijah.  
God told Elijah it would not rain again in Israel until God spoke.  He instructed Elijah to 
send word to King Ahab informing him.  Elijah obeyed.  God provided for Elijah during this 
time of drought in the land.  In the third year without rain, God sent Elijah to the king.  
Ahab blamed Elijah.  Elijah demanded a test.  The country was serving a false god named 
Baal.  Elijah challenged Baal.  He instructed the priests of Baal to build and altar.  Elijah 
would build an altar for God.  Both were to call out.  They were to call out to Baal to send 
fire to consume the altar and sacrifice.  Fully expecting their god to show himself strong, 
the priests called out.  All day they cried desperately even cutting themselves until their 
blood flowed.  However, nothing happened, because Baal was fake.  When evening 
approached, Elijah stepped calmly to the altar.  He covered it with water, saturating it so 
water even filled a trench surrounding the altar.  Then he prayed to the Lord.  The fire of 
the Lord fell burning up the sacrifice consuming all the water.  The nation of Israel knew 
God was the Lord.  Elijah instructed all the priests of Baal killed.  Then God sent rain on 
the land.   

 
Elijah was used by God to give His word to Israel.  He experienced glorious times of 

God’s miracles and faithfulness.  He also experienced seasons of fear running from those 
who didn’t love God and tried to take his life, because he spoke and lived valiantly for 
God. 

 
When he was aging God sent another prophet to be trained by Elijah. His name was 
Elisha.  Elisha left everything to follow.  When Elijah’s time on earth was up Elisha asked 
for a double portion of the anointing Elijah carried.  He was told if he saw Elijah being 
taken away he could have it.  Diligently staying close, Elisha observed a miraculous 
marvel.  As the two were walking one day a chariot of fire and horses of fire came and 
separated them.  Elijah was taken to heaven in a whirlwind never experiencing death on 
this earth.  Elisha was given a double portion.  God used him as a prophet to Israel and 
he did double the miracles performed by Elijah. 
  



  



Lesson 32 – Judgment Falls 
 
 

Breaking God’s heart, Israel continued to sin.  They worshipped other gods.  God sent 
prophets, but the people refused to listen.  Without God’s protection they were defeated 
many times by their enemies.  When they called out, God would rescue them.  However, 
very quickly they again turned away from God.  It was obvious the nation of Israel would 
not walk faithfully with their God.  God sent a prophet named Isaiah who prophesied the 
fall of Israel.   

 
The Israelites would not serve God and sin is never ignored.  God showed great 

mercy, but eventually judgement came because the people would not repent.  
Nebuchednezzar, the King of Babylon, marched against the city of Jerusalem.  Jerusalem 
was the most valuable city in Israel.  It contained the temple of God.  Nebuchednezzar 
surrounded the city preventing food from being taken inside.  The Israelites were trapped.  
Because of their evil ways they had lost God’s protection.  The city was in severe famine 
with no food to eat.  They asked Isaiah to pray again for mercy.  Isaiah refused.  He knew 
they were simply asking God to rescue them again without a true heart to serve and love 
Him.  Isaiah knew a decision had been made that Israel would fall.  God sent word 
through Isaiah that the people could surrender to the King of Babylon and live.  They 
would be taken captive and live in exile away from the treasured Promise Land.  Those 
who stayed in the city would be killed.   

 
The city wall was broken through.  The King of Israel was taken.  Many Israelites were 

killed.  Some were taken to Babylon.  The precious temple of the Lord, where His 
presence was to dwell, was burned.  Israel had fallen. 

 
The prophet Jeremiah wept.  He loved God deeply, but was unable to convince the 

Israelites to love Him also.  His heart was broken for his people.   
 
This was not the end of the nation of Israel.  God never forgot His nation or His 

promise to David.  Because King David was a man after His own heart, God had 
promised there would always be a descendant of David on the throne.  God promised the 
kingdom of Judah would be restored. 

 
God had a plan for Israel and for all people.  He had promised all the people on earth 

would be blessed through this nation.  He had not forgotten.  The kingdom of Judah would 
return.  Through Judah, Jesus would be born.  Through Jesus we would be given eternal 
hope of a relationship with our faithful God.  Through all the sin, God was still working in 
His absolute love and mercy towards the Israelites and you. 
  



  



Lesson 33 – Life in Exile 
 
 

When the city of Jerusalem was defeated by Babylon, their king ordered some of the 
younger stronger Israelites be taken to serve in his palace.  They were to be fed well, 
educated, and trained to enter the king’s service.  Daniel and three other men, Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego were among those chosen. 

 
Daniel made a decision to not be defiled by the unhealthy food provided for him.  He 

requested water and vegetables.  The official was afraid he would look worse than the 
other men, but Daniel convinced him to test him and his friends for ten days to see the 
results of eating healthy.  After ten days, they looked much stronger so the official 
changed the food for all the young men. 

 
God gave Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego knowledge and understanding.  

Daniel was given the gift of understanding dreams and visions.   
 
When the training time for the young Israelites was complete the king sent for them.  

After some time, he saw none equal to these four men so they entered the king’s service.  
He was very pleased. 

 
In time the king had a troubling dream.  Wanting a true interpretation he refused to 

share it, demanding his wise men tell him what he’d dreamed and then interpret it.  None 
could.  In anger, the king ordered death to the wise men. 

 
Learning the reason for the decree Daniel requested an opportunity to tell and 

interpret the dream.  The four friends prayed and that night God revealed the mystery to 
Daniel.  He gave the interpretation to the king who was amazed.  The wise men were 
saved, and King Nebuchadnezzar knew Daniel’s God was indeed the true God.  Daniel 
and his friends were placed in leadership in Babylon. 

 
Being in a foreign land the four faced trials for their faith.  They were persecuted for 

not serving the gods of the land.  They stood in determination and God was faithful.  
Shadrach, Meshach, and Adednego were thrown into a fiery furnace when they refused to 
bow to an idol.  God went with them into the fire and they were unharmed revealing to 
Babylon the power of the one true God.  Later an order was made that no one was 
allowed to pray to anyone other than the king.  In faithfulness to God, Daniel disobeyed 
the law.  He was disciplined by being thrown into a den of lions.  God shut the lion’s 
mouths so he, also, was unharmed.  Again, the Babylonians were given the opportunity to 
see the glory of our God.  God will use you to reveal His glory to others if you will give Him 
the opportunity.  To be used by God you must trust Him and obey His instructions.  He will 
be faithful!  



  



Lesson 34 – Return to Jerusalem 
 
 

When Jerusalem was destroyed and the Israelites were taken captive God promised 
there would be restoration for His nation.  He was faithful and merciful.  After many years 
in captivity, God actually touched the heart of the king of Persia to rebuild God’s temple in 
Jerusalem.  He released the Israelites to return to the Promise Land to build the temple 
and be with their God.  Many whose hearts were touched made the journey to their home. 

 
It was indeed a miracle and a scene of restoration as thousands settled in their towns.  

They celebrated festivals to the Lord and made offerings.  They began to rebuild God’s 
temple.  It wasn’t easy.  People from the surrounding nations weren’t pleased so they tried 
to stop the progress.  For a while they were successful, but God sent prophets to 
encourage the building.  When it was finally built there was a great celebration. 

 
Some Israelites decided to not return to Jerusalem.  Among them was a man named 

Mordecai.  He lived with his adopted daughter, Esther, in Persia.  The king of Persia had a 
problem.  He had been disrespected by his wife’s behavior.  In anger, he forbade her to 
be with him again.  He needed a new wife so he sent for the young, beautiful women of 
his nation to choose from.  Esther was taken.  Mordecai had instructed her to not share 
her nationality as an Israelite.  He was concerned it would endanger her.  She was 
chosen as the new queen of Persia.   

 
Mordecai sat daily by the king’s gate.  He was made aware of a threat to the king’s 

life.  Announcing the threat to Queen Esther, the king was saved.  Not everyone was 
pleased with Mordecai.  There was a man named Haman who was a noble in the king’s 
court.  Everyone bowed to Haman, but Mordecai would not.  He bowed only to God and 
his king.  Haman was furious.  Knowing Mordecai was an Israelite, he made a plan to trick 
the king into killing them all.  He deceived the king, who agreed to make a verdict to kill 
them.  The king didn’t realize his own beloved wife was one of them.   

 
Mordecai instructed Queen Esther to go to the king.  It was very scary.  The king may 

not have been pleased with Esther and he could have had her killed.  However, she knew 
she had to trust God to try to save her people.  She and others prayed.  God gave her the 
king’s favor as she prepared several meals for him and for Haman.  On one final night she 
announced the plan to kill her people.  She explained Haman was responsible.  Haman 
was horrified.  The king was furious.  He had Haman killed, and gave a decree the 
Israelites were able to protect themselves instead of being killed.  God used Esther to 
save His nation.  The king gave Mordecai a place of leadership in Persia. 
  



  



Lesson 35 – Life by the Law 
 

 
God built a nation.  The nation was His treasure.  He gave them commands to obey to 

bless them.  They didn’t obey God’s laws.  Sometimes they would for a very short time, 
but before long they would leave God’s heart again to live their own way.  God knew this 
would happen.  He was teaching us something.   

 
God was teaching us how much we need Him.  If we could do everything perfectly we 

could make our lives blessed without His help.  The Israelites were given many 
opportunities to serve God and obey His law.  They never fully succeeded.  They were 
very selfish and lazy.  Their hearts were too evil to be good.  God knew they needed a 
savior.  All the people God created need a Savior.  He used Israel’s continual defeat to 
show us how much we need Him. 

 
God can give us all the law just as He gave it to the Israelites, but without His help we 

would fail also.  God had a plan.  He sent His son to earth to become a man.  As a man, 
He would live perfectly.  Then He would be able to pay the price for our sin.  When our 
sins are covered by His blood we don’t have to die and we can walk intimately with God.   
The Holy Spirit can come and live in us as He once lived in the temple in Jerusalem.  With 
God’s help we can live well.  We can obey His commands, and we can succeed in staying 
faithful to Him.  We aren’t responsible to just do what is right.  We have the honor of loving 
and living for our God with Him very close always ready to help us.  We NEED His help!  
We can’t do it alone.  Just like the Israelites, we would fail over and over again without 
God walking very closely and assisting our journey.   

 
God’s law is good and righteous.  It is true that obeying His commands would make 

His people blessed.  God doesn’t want us to forget about the law.  He just wants to give 
us the grace and help we need to be strong enough to obey.  Obeying the law alone is 
impossible.  God sent His son so instead of focusing on all we don’t need to do we can 
instead focus on Him.  We can learn His ways and His heart.  We can learn to love Him 
deeply because of His love for us.  As we love, obey, and follow Him we look more and 
more like Him.  We will learn live as He lived.  We will abide in Him and live in His 
embrace.  Then we will be truly blessed. 
  



  



Lesson 36 – The Birth of the King 
 

 
God created all men for a special relationship.  He desired to walk, talk, and be with 

these people He created.  When sin entered the world the relationship was destroyed.  
We serve a holy God.  He is so holy we can’t walk intimately with Him when we are 
covered in sin.  Sin demands death.  God wasn’t surprised we would sin.  He wasn’t stuck 
without an answer.  He had a plan.  The plan would cost Him greatly. 

 
Our sin demanded death.  God didn’t want us to die.  The only way for us to not die 

was for the price to be paid by someone else.  There would have to be a substitute.  The 
substitute had to be perfect.  The substitute had to be a person as we are.  There are not 
any perfect people.  God had to send one.  To save us, God had to send part of Himself.  
Man can not be perfect apart from God.  We required Him. 

 
God chose to do the unthinkable.  He chose to send His only son to be a man, to live 

on earth and to die for sins He never committed.  His son, Jesus, could be the perfect 
sacrifice.  He would be able to pay the price we could never pay.  It would cost Him 
incredibly.  It would cost Him His life. 

 
God had promised the Israelites He would send a redeemer, a king.  They expected a 

huge celebration with a king sitting on an earthly throne who would conquer all their 
enemies.  God rarely works the way we expect.  God doesn’t focus on earthly thrones or 
physical kingdoms.  God’s heart is for the heart of men.  The King sent by God would not 
touch earthly kingdoms but hearts.  He wants our hearts.  If we allow Him to, Jesus will 
turn our hearts to God so we can walk intimately with Him as we were created to.   

 
God became flesh and made His dwelling among us.  In the small city of Bethlehem, 

to a descendant of King David, as promised, God sent His son.  He was born to a virgin. 
God chose a young woman named Mary.  She had a pure heart, and she was honored 
above other woman.  In her womb, the Holy Spirit conceived a small baby.  This baby was 
Jesus Christ, God’s own son. His first hours on earth were spent in a manger.  This was 
not the great entrance expected by the Israelites.  This is exactly the humility and love of 
our Father’s heart.  So much focus is placed on being accepted by man.  There is such a 
desire to be great in this world.  Jesus’ desire was not to please man, to be famous, rich, 
or comfortable.  He knew a greater call.  Jesus wanted to please the heart of His Father.  
He desired to save those His Father loves.  He came to save the Nation of Israel.  He 
came to save us.  He came to save you. 
  



  



Lesson 37 – The Messiah 
 

 
Jesus grew and matured.  He had great insight and wisdom.  He knew and 

understood God’s word.  He understood God’s commands in a way that amazed Israelite 
leaders.  He honored His parents and never sinned.  God and man favored Him.   

 
God sent John the Baptist.  John was a man God spoke to.  God revealed to John that 

Jesus was His son.  John was to proclaim the news to others to point them to Jesus.  
Jesus was the answer to life.  Everyone needed to know.  Many followed John and he told 
them everything God had planned was centered on Jesus Christ.  The religious people 
had a hard time believing this.  The imagined a wealthy world king, not a carpenter.  
Some, however, were hungry for God.  They were listening. 

 
One day Jesus approached John as he was baptizing people.  Jesus requested to be 

baptized.  John knew Jesus was God’s son.  John needed Jesus, yet Jesus was 
requesting John minister to Him.  Jesus insisted, and John obeyed.  As Jesus came out of 
the water, the Spirit of God descended on Him like a dove and God announced, “This is 
my Son, whom I love: with Him I am well pleased.”   

 
Jesus was tested.  After He was baptized by John He went alone into the wilderness.  

The devil came to Him.  He tried repeatedly to get Jesus to turn from His Father and to 
serve, worship, or obey him.  Jesus was tired, weak, and hungry.  However, He never 
turned His eyes away from His Father.  Finally, realizing Jesus would not sin the devil left 
Him. God sent angels to minister to Jesus.   

 
When He returned from the test in the wilderness Jesus began to minister.  He was 

careful to listen and obey His Father’s direction.  The word says He did what He saw His 
Father do, and He said what He heard His Father say.  He began to do miracles healing 
the sick and He taught the people.  Many believed He was the Messiah.  Others were 
angry and didn’t believe.  They couldn’t receive God working in a way other than they 
expected.  Jesus spent a lot of time with people who had true needs.  He didn’t stay only 
with popular or wealthy people.  He knew sick people would receive the healing touch He 
could offer.  God drew twelve men to be Jesus’ disciples.  They went with Jesus.  They 
learned from Him and ministered to the people.  
  



  



Lesson 38 – Source of Light 
 

 
Jesus often told stories to teach the people.  He would tell a story and then explain 

what it meant.  Many were confused, but those whose hearts were focused on God were 
able to understand.  He explained everything to His disciples when they were alone.  His 
teaching changed the lives of those who received Him.  Others were offended and went 
away angry. 

 
The disciples were with Jesus most of the time.  They heard what He said.  They were 

used to walking with the Son of God, but still didn’t understand completely.  One day they 
were on a ship.  Jesus was sleeping when a terrible storm came.  They were terrified of 
death and desperately woke Jesus.  Jesus spoke to the storm and it obeyed calming 
immediately.  They saw His authority and were amazed. 

 
Jesus taught His disciples to minister to the people and gave them authority to heal 

and cast out demons.  They traveled obeying His teachings.   
 
Many common people believed in Jesus.  However, those who were trained and knew 

God’s words were suspicious.  They expected greatness in the world.  They thought the 
Messiah would march in and take control.  Jesus was not seeking earthly gain.  He 
directed people to open their hearts to God.  Jesus publicly announced to the people that 
He was born before Abraham, that He came from above, and that He was the source of 
light.  They charged trying to kill Him.  God protected Him, because His time on earth 
wasn’t finished.  Jesus didn’t shy away in fear.  He boldly obeyed His Father in every way. 

 
When Jesus was teaching, parents brought their children.  Believing Jesus was too 

important to spend time with children, the disciples pushed them aside.  Jesus was angry.  
He desired the children.  He said people could only enter the Kingdom of God if they 
came with the faith of a child.  Children have a special way of opening their hearts and 
believing.  Jesus embraced them.  He took them into His arms and blessed them. 

 
Do not shy away from God while you are young.  Rush into His arms!  He loves you 

incredibly. He wants to hold you.  He wants to hear your feelings, fears, and needs.     
 

  



  



Lesson 39 – Loving the Outcasts 
 

 
The religious leaders of the time knew all of God’s commands.  They prided 

themselves in obeying.  They didn’t lie, cheat, steal, or kill.  However, they did not walk in 
the greatest of God’s commands.  God is absolute love!  God desires the commands to 
be obeyed out of love and not pride.  The religious leaders believed they were better than 
sinners.  They would not talk to or associate with those who sinned.  Jesus didn’t live that 
way.  He walked in love. 

 
He visited with of those who were unacceptable.  He had tea with a tax collector 

named Zacchaeus.  Tax collectors were hated, because they were dishonest thieves.  
One day as Jesus was walking about ministering to others Zacchaeus climbed a tall tree 
so he could see Jesus.  It touched Jesus’ heart and He didn’t reject Zacchaeus.  He 
accepted him and went to His home.  Because he was loved, Zacchaeus believed.  He 
repented and returned the money he had stolen from people.   

 
Jesus also reached out to a Samaritan woman.  That was a big deal.  Israelites never 

spent time with Samaritans.  They avoided them completely.  Jesus didn’t.  Traveling 
through Samaria, Jesus sat down beside a well.  A Samaritan woman approached the 
well for water, and Jesus asked her for a drink.  She was shocked He even spoke to her.  
He told her things that could have only been revealed by God.  He didn’t know her; yet He 
knew her life and her sins.  She was amazed and believed.  She went to her town and told 
everyone He was the Messiah.  Many believed in Jesus because of her testimony. 

 
The church sometimes leads us to believe we must be good before we can come to 

Jesus.  We may believe we must obey the laws and then He will accept us.  This is not 
true!  Jesus reached out and loved people before they changed.  They were changed 
because of His love.  Remember, we NEED God!  We can’t be good.  Only God is good.  
With Jesus’ blood covering our sins and with God dwelling in us, we can begin to obey His 
commands.  We can love Him and others, because of His love touching our lives.  Don’t 
run from God when you do wrong.  Be honest with Him.  Run to Him, into His arms, 
confess your sins, and ask Him to help you change!  He will embrace you because you 
are His treasure.  As you keep your eyes on Jesus you will look more and more like Him.  
You will begin to truly live!  Remember God wants your heart not your good behavior.  
When you truly love Him, you will be changed. 
  



  



Lesson 40 – Lazarus Resurrected 
 

 
As Jesus traveled He became friends with some He ministered to.  There was a family 

from Bethany He loved very dearly.  They were siblings: Mary, Martha, and Lazarus.  One 
day the sisters sent word to Jesus that Lazarus was very sick.  He could have stopped 
immediately to rush to one He loved.  Instead He saw an opportunity for God’s glory to be 
revealed. Jesus stayed where He was for two days before traveling to Lazarus.  Jesus 
knew Lazarus had died. 

 
When Martha heard Jesus was approaching she ran to meet Him.  She didn’t 

understand why Jesus had not come when they sent the news of her brother’s illness.  
She knew he would have been healed if Jesus had come.  She questioned Jesus who 
responded that her brother would live again.  Confused, she thought He meant in the 
resurrection.  He meant much sooner.  Not completely understanding, she went back to 
the house letting Mary know Jesus wanted her.  Mary quickly went.  Weeping, she also 
questioned Jesus.  Lazarus had been in the tomb four days.  Jesus asked where he had 
been laid. 

 
Arriving at the tomb, Jesus ordered it opened.  When the stone was moved, looking 

up Jesus spoke to His Father.  He acknowledged this time was to build faith in those He 
loved.  Then, He loudly spoke, “Lazarus, come out!”  The dead man came out.  He was 
covered in grave clothes.  Jesus instructed those standing around to take them off. 

 
Those who loved Jesus celebrated.  However, the religious leaders were jealous.  

They still refused to believe God would work differently than they expected and desired.  
They began to plot to kill Jesus. 

 
God will usually work differently than we expect.  Martha and Mary expected Jesus to 

rush to Lazarus when He learned He was sick.  Jesus knew there wasn’t a rush.  He 
didn’t do what they expected.  It hurt, because they believed it meant Jesus didn’t love 
them as much as they thought.  The religious people refused to accept Jesus altogether 
because He wasn’t what they expected either.   

 
Jesus didn’t move according to man’s will.  He listened to and obeyed His Father.  

Father’s plan is always better than ours.  When things in your life aren’t as you expected 
them to be, be encouraged to trust God is working!  He will never leave or forsake you.  
We don’t know everything.  He is all-powerful and has all the answers.  He loves us 
completely in everything He does.  We can trust Him.  
  



  



Lesson 41 – Triumphal Entry 
 

 
Knowing He had come to earth to die Jesus told His disciples the time was 

approaching.  They didn’t understand.  Peter even dared to argue with Jesus.  It didn’t 
make sense.  He was the Messiah sent to save them all.  How could he be killed?  They 
didn’t realize He was sent to die for their sins.   

 
The city of Jerusalem was full, because it was a time of great celebration.  As they 

were approaching the city, Jesus sent two disciples ahead.  He told them they would find 
a colt that had never been ridden.  He instructed them to return to Him with the colt.  If 
anyone questioned them they were to answer it was needed by the Lord and would be 
returned.  The left and found things just as He had said.  They brought the colt to Jesus.  
After they covered it with their cloaks, Jesus mounted and rode the colt.   

 
At that moment many people believed.  They knew Jesus was God’s son.  They 

celebrated and honored Him.  Many spread their cloaks on the road and others spread 
branches to celebrate Him as He passed.  They shouted to glorify His name.  The children 
shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David.” 

 
The chief priests were furious.  They didn’t believe in Jesus, and they were angry He 

allowed such things to be said.  They questioned Him, and Jesus announced that the Lord 
called praise from the lips of children.  That made them angrier.  They were determined to 
stop Jesus.   

 
Jesus only had one week remaining until His death.  He spent most of that time 

teaching at the temple.  He boldly proclaimed He was the Messiah.  He didn’t cower in 
fear afraid of those desiring to kill Him.  He talked like no one ever had, because He was 
different than all others.  He was the Son of God.   

 
The crowds loved Jesus.  The religious leaders hated Him.  Jesus had emotions just 

as we do.  It was a hard time for Him.  It was scary.  He didn’t want to die.  However, He 
faced His fear and set His eyes on His Father.  He was determined to bring Father honor 
by obeying and standing tall.  When you face a difficult situation, follow Jesus’ example.  
Don’t be concerned about pleasing people.  Obey God, and He will love, honor, and 
protect you. 
  



  



Lesson 42 – Servant’s Heart 
 

 
People enjoy being loved.  We delight in others taking care of us.  It is nice to have a 

drink poured or a meal served.  Important people will frequently have others take care of 
their needs so they don’t have to do the work themselves.  Being the Son of God, Jesus 
could easily have desired this.  He definitely deserved it.  Amazingly, that wasn’t Jesus’ 
motive at all.  He was in touch with Father’s heart.  Father is absolute love.  Love serves 
others!  Love doesn’t demand, but gives.   

 
Knowing the time of His death was very near Jesus had preparations made so He 

could eat the Passover meal with His disciples.  There was great significance to this meal.  
The Passover was a celebration done to remember the miracle God performed the night 
the Israelites were delivered from Egypt.  Pharaoh refused to release them.  After many 
plagues, God declared every first-born child and animal would die at midnight.  Obviously, 
it wasn’t God heart for His nation to experience this loss.  He instructed them to kill lambs 
for each house and place the blood on the door frames as a sign to pass over those 
homes.  At midnight, the first-borns died in the land, but the Israelites were protected.  
This was a picture of what was to come. 

 
God was again protecting those He loved with a perfect lamb.  Just as a perfect lamb 

was killed shedding its blood to protect the Israelites, Jesus was about to die, so all men 
could live.  Jesus’ disciples didn’t understand, but He did.  This Passover meal was 
speaking of what would happen very soon. 

 
Instead of demanding His disciples do the work, Jesus did something very unusual.  

Wrapping a towel around His waist, He knelt to wash their feet.  Feet were very dirty.  
Washing them was a job done by servants, not a king.  At first Peter refused.  He knew 
Jesus was the Son of God.  He felt unworthy.  Jesus told him that without being washed 
by Jesus he would not have a part with Him.  He immediately submitted.  Jesus washed 
the feet of all His disciples.  He was teaching us how to treat others.  When we accept 
Jesus as our Lord we become children of the living God.  We become royalty, but we are 
not to demand service from others.  Instead we are to love as Jesus loved.  We are to 
minister to others who are dirty and help them become clean.  Being very gentle, we are 
to allow Father to use our hands and feet to take care of those He loves.  This is part of 
what following Jesus looks like. 
  



  



Lesson 43 – Betrayal 
 

 
Jesus warned His disciples He would be leaving them soon. He told them He was 

going to His Father’s house to prepare a place and would return for them.  They were so 
confused.  They believed fully in Jesus, but the things He said didn’t make sense to them.  
They knew He was their savior but thought He could only save them if He was alive. 

 
After spending time with His disciples Jesus withdrew alone to pray.  He asked His 

Father to take the cup from Him.  Jesus didn’t want to be killed.  He didn’t want to pay the 
price for all men.  The weight of all sin would rest on Him.  He would have the guilt and 
shame of every sin ever committed.  However, He submitted to His Father by saying, “Not 
my will, but yours be done.” 

 
Jesus returned to the others and a crowd arrived.  One of Jesus’ disciples was with 

them.  His name was Judas.  Judas betrayed Jesus telling those who wanted to kill Him 
where He could be found. Jesus’ followers realized what was happening.  They 
questioned if they should fight.  Jesus said no.  With the power to call angels, Jesus could 
have stopped what was happening.  He could have prevented it.  However, Jesus kept 
His eyes and heart on His Father.  He was arrested.  Scared and confused, Jesus’ 
disciples scattered.  Peter even denied knowing Jesus three times.  When he recognized 
what he had done, he wept bitterly.  He loved Jesus deeply, yet he, too, betrayed Him.  
Jesus was abandoned by His friends. 

 
He was mocked, accused, and questioned.  The Jewish leaders demanded He be 

crucified for claiming to be the Son of God.  It was decided He would be killed.  He was 
beaten, and a crown of thorns was placed on His head causing blood to stream down His 
precious face. 

 
He was condemned to die by being nailed by His hands and feet to a cross.  Death 

would be slow and painful while others watched.  It was an intense horror, and Jesus was 
absolutely innocent.  He had done nothing wrong.  He had never sinned.  Everyone else 
had sinned.  We have sinned.  God wanted the price for our sin to be paid so we can be 
eternally His in the special relationship He created us to have.  This is what it took.  This 
was necessary for our salvation. 

 
Around noon that day darkness covered the land because the sun stopped shining.  

After many hours in agony on the cross, Jesus said, “It is finished.”  He bowed His head 
and He died.  At that time, the curtain in the temple was ripped in two.  This curtain was 
what separated God’s presence from the people.  The price had now been paid.  Jesus’ 
blood was shed for our sin allowing us to be with God. 
  



  



Lesson 44 – Resurrection 
 

 
Jesus died on a Friday.  His body was taken down from the cross and was placed in a 

borrowed tomb.  Some were concerned His body would be tampered with.  While Jesus 
was alive He announced He would be killed.  He also prophesied He would rise from the 
dead after three days.  He enemies were afraid someone would steal His body to 
convince others He was alive.  To prevent this a huge stone was placed in front of the 
tomb.  Strong soldiers were ordered to guard the entrance.   

 
On Sunday some women who loved Jesus went to His tomb to honor Him.  There was 

violent earthquake.  An angel moved the stone away.  Terrified the guards fell like dead 
men.  The angel announced Jesus was no longer in the tomb.  He was alive as He 
promised.  He allowed the women to enter the tomb and see where He’d been laid.  His 
body was not there.  The angel instructed them to run quickly and tell His disciples the 
news. 

 
Jesus had been risen from the dead.  He was killed and Satan thought he had 

destroyed God’s Son.  This was not true!  Jesus had the power of God’s Holy Spirit 
surging through His body.  Because He had never sinned, He was able to conquer sin 
and death permanently. 

 
Before Jesus’ death on the cross He walked closely with those He taught.  Everything 

was different after He died and resurrected.  He appeared to different ones for brief 
periods.  He spent a short time with Mary instructing her to tell the others He was alive.  
He ate a meal with two who didn’t recognize Him.  When their eyes were opened and they 
knew it was Him, He disappeared from sight.  They also ran to tell the others.  He visited 
them all allowing them to touch and see He was risen. 

 
God told those He’d taught to go and make disciples of all nations and to baptize 

them.  He told them to instruct the people to obey His commands.  He promised to be with 
them always. 

 
From the beginning of creation God had planned this miracle.  He created man 

knowing we would need a Savior.  He built a nation to be His very own and gave them 
commands they could never obey without Him.  Through out the history of Israel God 
always promised He would redeem and restore His people.  He also promised all people 
on earth would be blessed through them.  This was God keeping His covenant.  Through 
Jesus we can all be saved.  We simply must believe in Him and accept the gift of life He is 
offering.  When we accept Jesus we run fast into Father’s embrace to be held and loved 
forever. 
  



  



Lesson 45 – Holy Spirit Dwelling 
 

 
After Jesus was resurrected to life, He spent forty days giving instructions to those He 

had chosen to do His work here on earth.  He appeared to them allowing them to see fully 
that He was alive.  He taught them about the kingdom of God.  He instructed them to not 
leave Jerusalem until they had been given a gift promised by His Father.  That gift was 
the Holy Spirit.  They would receive power from the Holy Spirit and would tell others about 
Jesus leading them to life.  After giving this direction they watched as Jesus went up into 
heaven. 

 
The disciples stayed in Jerusalem as Jesus had told them to.  They spent time praying 

and waiting for the arrival of the Holy Spirit. 
 
They were all together when a sound from heaven filled the air.  It was the sound of a 

mighty wind.  What looked like tongues of fire came to rest on each of them and they were 
filled with the Holy Spirit.  The Spirit of God had once lived in a temple.  Now, because 
people could be covered by the blood of Jesus, His Holy Spirit literally dwelled in them.  
They began to speak in other tongues.  Jerusalem was full of Jews from all around the 
world.  They came and heard the apostles speaking in their own languages.  They were 
amazed.   

 
Peter stood with the power of the Holy Spirit and told them about Jesus.  He told them 

about His life, death, and resurrection.  He told them to receive the gift of life through 
Jesus.  Many believed that day and were saved.  They devoted themselves to learning 
about God.  They obeyed His commands and witnessed to others.  God worked miracles 
through his people.  The church began to grow as others believed and spread the word to 
more.   

 
Some who didn’t believe tried to stop them from speaking about Jesus.  They refused 

to listen.  They knew to obey their Heavenly Father and not people.  Some times they 
were disciplined for not listening, but they knew the life they had been given was well 
worth any consequences they may have on earth.  When we accept Jesus as our Lord 
and Savior, the Holy Spirit will dwell in us too!  We need to invite Him to, because His 
power gives us strength to live and minister to others. The Holy Spirit teaches us how to 
live, helps us understand, and comforts us when we hurt. 
  



  



Lesson 46 – Damascus Road 
 

 
The church was growing.  New people believed as the apostles traveled telling about 

Jesus.  Lives were being changed.  God’s message of life and love was beginning to fill 
the earth. 

 
Not everyone was thrilled.  There were still religious leaders who refused to believe 

Jesus was the Messiah.  They were stuck on what they had expected God to do, so they 
missed God’s gift when it came.  God sent His only Son and they rejected Him.  In their 
fight to keep the Christian faith from growing they persecuted and some times even killed 
new believers. 

 
Among those persecuting the Christians was a man, named Saul.  Saul was 

determined to stop the word of Jesus from spreading.  He was a devout Jew.  He knew all 
God’s commands, and He obeyed them.  Like many others, he believed he knew how 
God was going to work and he did not believe Jesus was God’s son.  He believed 
Christians were spreading lies and turning people away from God.   

 
He threatened Christians terribly.  He went to the high priest to ask permission to 

arrest anyone who believed in Jesus.  He was going to take them as prisoners to 
Jerusalem.  Saul set out and as he traveled he saw a great light.  He fell to the ground as 
a voice spoke, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”  Confused Saul wondered who 
was speaking.  After Saul asked, the voice replied, “I am Jesus whom you are 
persecuting.”  Jesus instructed Saul to go into the city and he would be told what to do.  
When he opened his eyes, he was blind.  Those with Saul led him into the city.  For three 
days he waited, unable to see.   

 
God sent a man named Ananias to minister to Saul.  Ananias had to trust God.  He 

knew of Saul and his intent to destroy Christians.  He obeyed God.  After he prayed, 
Saul’s sight was restored.  Ananias told him about Jesus, and Saul believed.  He was 
filled with the Holy Spirit and was baptized.  God changed Saul’s name to Paul.  He 
followed Jesus completely ministering and proving Jesus is Lord.  Those who knew him 
before were baffled. 

 
God had a special assignment for Paul.  When Jesus was first resurrected it was only 

the Jews who were receiving the special gift of God’s love.  God had said all people on 
earth would be blessed through the Israelites.  This gift wasn’t just for them but for 
everyone!  God called Paul to tell those who not Israelites about Jesus and His amazing 
gift to them.   

 
  



  



Lesson 47 – The Church 
 

 
God had called apostles to travel directing people to Jesus.  They journeyed trusting 

God.  Many were saved and were thrilled to receive life.  In those cities the apostles built 
churches.  They met in different homes to worship, study God’s word, and encourage one 
another.  The news was not always received well.  Some people refused to believe and 
were angry at the apostles for spreading the news.  They caused problems for the 
Christians.  They spoke lies and had the apostles put in prison, beat, and sometimes even 
killed.  Trusting and obeying God was essential for the apostles.  They knew God’s life 
and love.  They understood serving and obeying Him was worth any thing they may 
experience.   

 
God was faithful as they journeyed sharing Jesus with the world.  He performed many 

miracles through them.  They were able to lay hands on the sick healing them and cast 
out demons.  

 
Once Paul and Silas were in prison.  They were worshipping and singing praises to 

God.  Around midnight there was a violent earthquake.  The prison doors flew open and 
chains fell off the prisoners.  The guard was terrified.  He would be killed for allowing them 
to escape.  Drawing his sword he was about to kill himself.  Paul stopped him explaining 
they were all still there.  Falling before Paul, the jailer asked to be saved.  God did many 
miracles like this one, showing His glory and ministering to those who had received Jesus.   

 
Paul started many churches as he traveled.  He would stay with them a while to get 

them established.  Then he would leave and go to another city to share the word.  He 
loved the churches he had started.  He wrote many letters encouraging them and 
teaching them how to live.  Many of the books in the New Testament of the Bible are the 
letters he wrote.  They are full of wisdom and knowledge on how to follow Christ, love 
God, and love others. 

 
Like Paul, we are called to live for and tell others about Christ.  It is a life of adventure.  

We never know what to expect.  God will lead us places we will never imagine.   The Holy 
Spirit will always be with us, because He dwells inside us!  He will teach, lead, and 
comfort us.  God will be faithful to protect us as we follow the leading of His Spirit.  Some 
people will be ready to accept the truth we give and they will believe in Jesus.  Others will 
refuse.  They may be hateful and cruel.  They may even hate us, because we love Jesus.  
Be encouraged to know God will walk with you.  His love and life are well worth anything 
bad that happens.  God promises to turn everything bad to good to those who love Him 
and are called according to His purpose! 
  



  



Lesson 48 – Faithful Pursuit 
 

 
In the beginning…there was God.  The trinity is all that existed: the Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit.  Everything was perfect.  God, however, wanted something more.  He wanted 
something that wasn’t perfect.  He wanted relationship.  He wanted you… 

 
So, God created man.  At that moment God began a faithful pursuit.  God is holy, and 

man is not.  Very quickly man chose sin separating him from God. Sin demands death. 
God had a plan to correct this.  

 
To begin with God needed us to know how much we need Him.  People can be very 

arrogant.  God built a nation.  He gave them His commands and taught them how to live.  
In their own strength they could never walk as God did.  He knew this, but He wanted 
THEM to know.  He wanted them to know they couldn’t save themselves.  Even with His 
continued grace and mercy they always fell short. God continued to faithfully pursue their 
hearts. 

 
God’s nation was not able to save themselves.  We are not able to save ourselves 

either.  In His great love, God sent His only Son into the world.  God’s son became a 
person like we are.  Unlike us, Jesus was perfect.  He never sinned.  Only the blood of a 
perfect lamb could pay the price to cover our sins.  We are worth so much to God He was 
willing to send His Son to die on a cross to have the relationship He desired.  Jesus did 
die, and by the power of the Holy Spirit in Him, He rose from the dead offering us eternal 
life and relationship with God.  Finally, God could have the desire of His heart. 

 
To give God what He desires we must accept the gift given by Jesus.  Through out 

history God has faithfully pursued each of us.  Now, God wants us to give Him a gift.  He 
wants us to turn and begin to faithfully pursue Him.  He wants us to run into His arms of 
love.  He can give life we can never dream.  When you faithfully pursue God He will hold 
you intimately and teach you His ways.  He will care for you and provide all you need.  He 
will listen to everything you say, and He will tell you His secrets.  He will be your God, and 
you will be His child. 

 
I encourage you today to accept Jesus and to begin this life.  Believe Jesus is God’s 

son, He came as a man, died, and was resurrected.  Follow Him into Father’s embrace.  
We have all sinned.  We are not perfect.  God isn’t asking us to be.  When we tell Jesus 
we have sinned and ask Him to forgive us, His blood covers it completely making us pure.  
Will you pursue God as He has pursued you? 
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