The contemporary Order of the Mustard Seed is being
catalyzed and nurtured by 24-7 Prayer (www.24-
7prayer.com), an international, interdenominational
community of prayer, mission and justice, inspired in part
by the Moravian renewal of the 18th century.

The call to consider Zinzendorf's Mustard Seed vow as a
“Rule of Life” for the 21st century is made in “The Vision
and The Vow?, a book written by Pete Greig. Another great
author, Phil Anderson, wrote “The Lord of the Ring”, a
contemporary biography of Zinzendorf which examines the
history of the original Mustard Seed Order in more detail.

A website (www.mustardseedorder.com) exists to provide
encouragement, resources, and a community of fellowship
for those who are interested in taking Zinzendorf’s vow as a
“Rule of Life”.

P.O. Box 278 Dalton, Georgia 30722 1.800.903.9809 www.relationshipchurch.com
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Throughout history, men and women from Saint Francis of
Assisi to Mother Teresa have discovered the power of a
“Rule of Life” in helping them to live out their Christian faith.
A “Rule” is a solemn, personal commitment to live in a way
that is faithful to the decision to love and serve Christ. It is a
means of engaging the Biblical paradox: action without
faith is useless, but faith without action is dead.

Members of the Order of the Mustard Seed throughout
history have made a vow to be True to Christ, Kind to
People, and to take the Gospel to the Nations. Today,
there is a generation that is reviving the old Order for the
modern age. They are once again taking up the call to live
wholly abandoned to the cause of Christ.

Count Nikolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf was
born in Germany in 1700. In 1715, he was
part of a spiritual revival at his school. He and
four friends who were the main ring-leaders of
the revival formed a prayer and accountability group which
would become known as the Order of the Mustard Seed.

Their society was conceived as a secret order of spiritual
knighthood. The emblem of the Order was a medallion
bearing a picture of a mustard tree, and a motto in Latin
which means “That which was formerly nothing”. Every
member wore a ring carrying a Greek inscription meaning
“None of us lives for himself”.

Count Zinzendorf is known to history as the founder and
leader of the renewed Moravian church. The community
became pioneers of prayer, mission, and church unity.



Jesus told his followers that the

Kingdom of God would be like a

mustard seed, starting invisibly small

but growing to become a great tree (Mt

13:31-32, Mk 4:30-32, Lk 13:18- 19). He
also challenged them that if they had faith “even as big as a
mustard seed”, they could tell a mountain to go jump in the
sea and it would obey them! (Mt 17:20, Lk 17:6).

The mustard seed was chosen to represent all that the
Order stood for. The Count believed that with just a tiny
amount of faith, much could be accomplished for the
Kingdom. Each member of the Order wore a hidden
medallion under their clothing that was inscribed with the
words “Quad Fuitan Ante Nihil”, meaning “That which was
formerly nothing”

Zinzendorf stated, “Even if we never see wonders with our
own eyes or hear of them with our ears, we are planting the
Kingdom of Heaven into the nations and will look for the
fruit which grows from it.”

Each member of the Mustard Seed
Order makes a lifelong vow to be:

Authentic (TRUE to Christ)
Relational (KIND to people)
Missional (GOSPEL to the nations)

The Mustard Seed vow does not add anything new to the
Gospel or the commands of Jesus. It is a consecration of
the existing heart decision to follow Christ. In fact, it's three
elements simply reflect Jesus’ most fundamental
instructions:

The aim of the Order is to remain a loose-knit movement of
mini-movements; an organic community of groups gathered
around the story of Zinzendorf and the values of his
Mustard Seed Order.

“l don’t know what ecstasies and agonies the future may bring,
but | do know that the dream for the rest of my days, whatever
may come, is to be consistently true to my Savior, kind to my
neighbor, and committed to the nations of the world.

I am launching out on this journey with friends who are more than
friends. Together we will find ways of exploring the meaning of
these three simple vows year by year for the rest of our lives,
going deeper in understanding, growing simpler in knowledge,
allowing the Holy Spirit to speak to us about each one in new
ways at different times.

Perhaps there will be times when He will speak to us about
allegiance to Christ, and it will mean withdrawing in prayer and
worship for a season of intimacy and contemplation. At other
times, He will command us to immerse ourselves again in His
world. Sometimes, Christ’s call to kindness may require of us a
radical response to global injustice, but at others, it may mean
shrinking the horizon on such grand concerns to eat ice cream
with kids. The call to the nations will cause us all to live as
pilgrims, moving with the pillars of cloud and fire; for some, it may
well mean passports and visas, while for others, it will mean
personal witness on the home-front and in the world of work.

Now, next year and in 50 years time, by the grace of God, we are
believing and dreaming that this may become a global gathering,
a hidden seed movement of God’s Spirit. With God, a little grass-
roots movement can grow into great things to glorify Him. Grass
really can grow through concrete. Together, we will choose life.”

We invite you to partner, to promise, to agree and ask in His name.
We invite you to take a vow.
We invite you to choose life...



Where did that outrageous courage come from? Surely
from the conviction that “whether we live or whether we die,
we are the Lord’s”

The witness of our lives — the evidence that we live not for
ourselves but for the Lord, and in Him for one another —
that’s the truth we are living for. Most of the time, it won’t be
outrageous courage we need. It will be qualities with far
less glamour about them: patience, humility, attentiveness,
determination, dependability, deep peace, and infectious
joy. These qualities grow out of a death: the death of ego.

“None of us lives for himself”. THIS IS A LIFE WELL LIVED.

§ The ancient Celts had a term, cymbrogi,
i which means, “companions of the
t heart.” The Order has adopted this term to
fl describe a group of friends who choose to
el support one another in taking the Mustard
Seed Vow together The group is designed as one in which
a depth and genuineness of relationship exists appropriate
to the level of commitment made with one another.

The Order of the Mustard Seed is not an alternative to the
local church. In fact, it is quite the opposite. Throughout
history such groups, cells and orders have been agents of
renewal to the established church.

If, after prayerful reflection, you sense that the Spirit of God
is challenging you to go deeper in your walk of discipleship,
then the Mustard Seed vow might be an appropriate
response to that challenge. Remember the warning of
Proverbs 20:25, which says, “It is a trap for a man to
dedicate something rashly and only later to consider his
vows.”

The Great Commandment: to love God with all our hearts
and to love our neighbors as we love ourselves (Matt.22:27)

The Great Commission: To go and make disciples of all
nations (Matt.28:18-20)

The Mustard Seed vow embodies an acceptance of the
Lordship and saving work of Jesus Christ in the life of the
individual. This acknowledgement is at the heart of all
declarations of Christian faith. In every Christian
denomination and tradition there are those who have
responded to Christ’s life, death and resurrection by
accepting His free gift of salvation and who have thus
pledged themselves for life to His Lordship, His people and
His mission to all the earth.

Vows are simply part of the natural laws of life. Vows and
covenants are all part of the power of agreement at work in
the universe, spoken and unspoken, known and unknown,
between partners and friends. God loves to make friends,
just like you and |. The story of Scripture unfolds this great
truth and the incredible fact that this amazing three in one
God doesn’t work alone. The Trinity loves teamwork.

What does Jesus say about the power of agreement? In
Matthew 18:18-19, Jesus talks about the power of
agreement. He encourages and commands us to ask for
anything “in His name”. He then drives it home by saying, “/
tell you the truth...if two or more of you agree about
anything it will be done for you...”

When we take this vow, we are forming a covenant with
God, a partnership. He says to us in Genesis 31:44,
“Come now, let’s make a covenant, you and I, and let it
serve as a witness between us.”



™ |f creeds are what we believe and Christ
#{| is why we believe, a Rule is how we

e seek to live out that faith, day-to-day as
a disciple in the power of the Holy
Spirit.

The word “rule” conjures up images of school and dreary
regulations, but when we describe a Rule of Life, the word
also carries its other meaning of a straight edge for
measuring and drawing lines. In this sense, a Rule of Life is
an instrument that enables us to keep boundaries and to
measure our spiritual progress. Rules do not have to be
legalistic. In fact, they can express and encourage a
deepening relationship with God. A Rule is a plumb line
measuring everything we say, think, and do against the
example of Jesus.

“Perhaps somewhere in the subterranean chambers of your
life," writes Richard Foster, "you have heard the call to
deeper, fuller living. You have become weary of frothy
experiences and shallow teaching. Every now and then you
have caught glimpses, hints of something more than you
have known. Inwardly you long to launch out into the deep.”

For those longing to launch out into the deep waters of
God, Rules of Life have always provided the way ahead.

A Rule enables us to develop a faith that is authentic and
consistent with our convictions. Mountain-top experiences
will never transform our character without daily discipline,
covenant community, and a set of personal values.

A Rule enables us to develop a balanced, sustainable, and
enjoyable rhythm of life. By mapping out the different
dimensions of our faith in a few simple principles and

practices, we are better able to balance the multiple
demands of our diaries, in a life that is well lived and not
driven by inner insecurity and outer expectation.

A Rule enables us to center our lives on Christ. It calls us
back continually to the place of prayer and worship as the
life-giving spring from which everything else flows. A Rule
can cut across the self-complicating tendency of
Christianity, keeping us grounded in Christ’s simple
presence.

Making a vow is only the start... The challenge is to live
the vow in the daily reality of relationships!

This is the inscription written on the
rings worn by the members of the
Order of the Mustard Seed. There
are profound implications of this short
phrase for any of us who choose to
embrace it and wear it, and that is
exactly why Count Zinzendorf and his companions chose it.

Romans 14:7-8 says, “We do not live to ourselves, and we
do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if
we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or
whether we die, we are the Lord’s.”

A modern retelling of this passage would be the words of
Frodo from the Lord of the Rings when he said, “I will take
the ring, though | do not know the way’.

The first wave of those in the Order of the Mustard Seed
took the Gospel to the nations. Many died as a
consequence of their mission, while others lost everything,
abandoning their lives into poverty and uncertainty far from
the familiarity of home, all for the sake of the Kingdom.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


