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4 Growth Journeys of a Christian

Every Christian’s path and purpose is unique but there are four 
common journeys we walk through – dare I say grow through! Each 
Growth Manual is designed to help us grow through these four 
journeys. I describe these 4 journeys as: 

Encounter! - What Happened When We Believed in Jesus!
Disciple! – Becoming a Disciple of Jesus
Minister! – Ministering Jesus to Others

Lead! - Finding Our Life’s Purpose and Leading in It

This book – Minister! – is written to give you some basics on how to 
minister Jesus and what He is about to others! 

He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the good news to 
all creation. Whoever believes [encounter] and is baptized will be 

saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. And these 
signs [minister] will accompany those who believe… Mark 16:15-17

 … make disciples [disciple] of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Matthew 28:19

I hope you enjoy the journey!
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How to Use this Growth Manual

There are many ways you could use this growth manual. Here are 4 
possibilities:

Study By Yourself
One On One With A Mentor

Small Group with Other Like Minded People
Classroom Setting

Which ever way you choose to work through this growth manual keep 
the following in mind:

Be Honest in Your Evaluation of Yourself.
Ask For Feedback From Others.

Take Your Time –The Goal is Not Speed but Application.
Transformation Not Information Gathering is the Goal.

Pray for Insight From God – He is the Key to your Journey!

Each chapter has a set of questions called ‘Your Thoughts?’ at the 
end to help you apply the material to your life. 

In some of the chapters the questions are followed by a set of ‘Action 
Steps!’ designed to help you put in action the teaching.

It’s a vital part of this Growth Manual to complete the Your Thoughts? 
and the Action Steps! Studies have shown that we only remember 
10% of what we read, 20% of what we hear, 30% of what we see, 
50% of what we hear and see, 70% of what we say ourselves, 90% of 
what we do ourselves. This shows the importance of writing out your 
thoughts and completing the steps!

This Growth Manual has been written in a plain and hopefully easy 
language to understand. It’s purpose has been to take Biblical 
subjects and make them as easy to understand as possible. It would 
not be called a theology book by most people but it has plenty of 
theology in it!
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Preface

2 Tim. 3:16-17  16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17so 
that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good 
work.

The Encounter! and Disciple! Growth Manuals help each believer to 
know Jesus and to become a committed disciple of Him. This Growth 
Manual’s goal is to help each disciple to start learning how to minister 
to others. We believe that each believer is designed to be a blessing 
as they have been blessed. When we bless others as they have 
blessed us it completes the cycle so that everyone is blessed and is a 
blessing. 

It is our desire that each of you find your place in the Church and 
become a blessing to others. This is the great commission as given by 
our Lord. 

Matt. 28:18-20 18Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, 
to the very end of the age.”

Jesus’ Desires

Jesus loves people! He wants everyone to encounter Him and find 
their purpose in life. But He has chosen to carry out His desires 
through you! You are key to bringing in Jesus’ purpose into the earth. 
Without you it will not get done!

The Battle Begins!
The moment you say you want to bless others you get a bulls eye 
painted on you by the enemy! He knows that Jesus’ purpose on earth 
cannot be accomplished without people who step up to the task and 
say I will help. As a result, the devil thwarts the purposes of God by 
thwarting you. 
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As you start this training remember that book/classroom time is only 
the beginning of your journey. Becoming a leader is only partially 
about knowledge. Your whole life will be challenged by the Holy Spirit. 
He is going to work on your character, perseverance, integrity, and 
relationship skills. These are the true factors that will determine your 
success or failure as a minister. Being a minister is as much about 
developing character as gaining skills!

You will fight battles and you will get new enemies because you are 
saying you want to go deeper. You will have to persevere because the 
Devil will want you to give up. But remember that Nehemiah who 
rebuilt Jerusalem had a sword to fight with and a trowel to do the work 
in each hand. He didn’t even stop to take a bath!

1 John 4:4  You, dear children, are from God and have overcome 
them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is 

in the world.

Remember that your group leader/mentor/teacher is one of your 
biggest fans! Turn to them often with questions, prayer requests, etc. 
Together we are raising up a Church full of disciples and ministers to 
advance the kingdom of God!
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1  
Father’s

Gifts

These seven gifts are often called 
Motivational Gifts because they are a

 part of our personality.  
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Introduction

There are three types of gifts given by the Trinity in the New Testament. 
Each person of the Trinity gives one of the types of gifts and they each 
have their own purpose. It is important to understand the gifts because 
part of your job as a group leader is to help others discover their gifts. 
This means that you have to discover yours! 

1. Father’s Gifts (Motivational Gifts) Romans 12:6-8 
Given by Father God to bring Ministry to Others

2. Holy Spirit’s Gifts (Supernatural Gifts) 1 Corinthians 12:7-8
Given by Holy Spirit to bring Power

3. Jesus’ Gifts (5 Offices) Ephesians 4:11-12
Given by Jesus to bring the Church to Maturity

The alternate names in parenthesis are not biblical names but are given 
to help communicate the purpose of the gifts.

Purpose of Gifts

Luke 4:18-19 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
because he has anointed me to preach good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 

freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight 
for the blind, to release the oppressed, to 

proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

The Lord wants to use us to free people. One of 
the primary ways that He does this is giving gifts to 

people through us. It is exciting and a honor to be used by God in this 
manner.

Father’s  Gifts

Rom. 12:6-8 We have different gifts, according to the grace given 
us. If a man’s gift is [1] prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his 
faith. If it is [2] serving, let him serve; if it is [3] teaching, let him teach; 

if it is [4] encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the 
needs of others, let him [5] give generously; if it is [6] leadership, let 

him govern diligently; if it is showing [7] mercy, let him do it cheerfully.
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These seven gifts are often called motivational gifts because they are a 
part of our personality. As a result we are naturally motivated to perform 
these gifts. Jack Hayford calls them "Creational Gifts" because we get 
our personality at our creation. Everyone gets at least one or more of 
these gifts. These gifts evidence themselves in our everyday lives, not 
just in spiritual service. For example, those with the gift of administration 
are naturally good at organization in different areas of their lives. 

These gifts are given by God the Father for us to use to minister to one 
another. Romans 12:3 says that God gives us a measure of faith. In 
verse 6 it says that we get the gifts because of grace given to us. God is 
the giver in this chapter and that is why we believe He is the giver of 
these gifts.

1. PROPHECY

Prophecy, Prophesying, and the office of Prophet 
are very broad subjects in the Bible. The gift of 
prophecy can be a motivational gift, supernatural 
gift, or an office. We are talking about the use of 
prophecy as a motivational gift. 

DEFINITION: The person with the motivational gift of prophecy is 
always trying to live just right and encouraging everyone else too. These 
people "dot their i's and cross their t's". They see things as black or 
white. It's of God or it's not. They don't see any gray areas. They 
encourage, exhort and comfort people to do what is right. 

God endows them with an ability to "perceive matters" or have "insight" 
or intuitive sense about people and situations as they really are before 
God. This insight is not based on a supernatural insight like prophesying 
or the office of a prophet.  It is an innate knowledge given by the Father. 

NATURAL CHARACTERISTICS:
 Verbal people that like to talk. They are not chit-chatters though. 

They are usually very direct, frank, and persuasive.
 Capacity to sniff out evil and false doctrine like a hound dog. They 

consider themselves "guardians" of the truth. 
 They love to point out areas in others that need to be improved. 
 Very concerned about the reputation of God and His Church. They 

hold a very high banner up for everyone to follow.
 Usually likes to speak to a whole group at a time versus one on one.
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 Willing to be broken and weep for sins.

MISUNDERSTANDINGS / WEAKNESSES:
 Frankness and zeal for truth often comes across as harsh and 

unfeeling.
 Prefer groups. Often interpreted as disinterest in individuals.
 Their public boldness and strict standards may hinder their intimate 

personal relationships.
 Constant focus on right and wrong makes them look intolerant of 

partial good.
 Strong desire to communicate truth may be interpreted as little 

interest in listening to another's view.

NEED IN BODY: We need these people to help stay on track and not 
wander off into error.

2. SERVING

DEFINITION: The capacity and desire to 
serve God by rendering practical help in 
both physical and spiritual matters.  They 
give "hands-on" service. They are the foot 
soldiers of God's army. The Greek word 

means "rendering personal help, aid or assistance to others". It has the 
same Greek root as the word for "deacon" in 1 Tim. 3:8.

CHARACTERISTICS:
 Ability to notice needs that others have and then move quickly to 

meet that need.
 Ability to remember people's likes and dislikes.
 Like short range projects and are often over-committed because 

they can't say no to a need.
 Happy working behind the scenes. They don't want to be a king, but 

they are "king-makers". These are the types of people who can be 
found behind the scenes fixing things so that the next service goes 
smoothly.

 Doesn't need to be in the public eye to be fulfilled

MISUNDERSTANDINGS/WEAKNESSES:
 May often appear pushy or trying to impress people by "jumping in" 

to meet needs so quickly.
 Often gets frustrated with the other gifts that don't seem to "do" 

enough.
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 Often a workaholic

NEED IN BODY: Keep the church running smoothly by enabling the 
other gifts to operate.

3. TEACHING

DEFINITION: Clarifies, reveals, and expounds the 
truth of God with accuracy and simplicity.

NATURAL CHARACTERISTICS:
 Good communicator.
 Desire to be accurate and precise. They don't 

usually say things "off the cuff" without having done their research. 
They are the people when you say something they come back and 
say "Well, that's not quite right".

 Would rather gain knowledge than eat or sleep.

MISUNDERSTANDINGS/WEAKNESSES:
 With all the emphasis on accurate teaching, they sometimes don't 

bring their teaching down to everyday living. 
 You often feel like you are being “grilled” when they talk to you. They 

don't mean to, they just want you to understand what they do.
 Often rely on own knowledge and research instead of the Holy 

Spirit. As a result, things can seem lifeless and cold.

NEED IN BODY: Gives the body the foundation of their faith, guidance 
for everyday living, and capability to understand God and His ways. This 
is a very important gift! Their research is used by other ministers to 
better understand their own work. 

4. EXHORTATION

DEFINITION: Encouragement that brings comfort, sympathy, 
compassion and edification to believers. The objective is to strengthen 
believer's faith through practical truth and steps. They encourage 
believers to stay strong and grow in the Lord.

This is the person you want around when times are tough or you have 
just fallen. You don't want the person with the gift of prophesy around, 
they may be to harsh. You don't necessarily want the teacher around; 
they would start telling you what to do. The exhorter will listen, give 
counsel, and then tell you that you can do. 
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This Greek word comes from the same Greek word for the Holy Spirit, 
"paraclete” – “one who is called alongside to comfort and counsel". 
Often the people with exhortation become some of your best 
counselors. 

NATURAL CHARACTERISTICS:
 Great motivators to encourage you to hang in there and not give up.
 Very positive people and have a positive outlook on life.
 No matter what the tribulation or adversity they will see how they can 

benefit from it.
 Great preachers! Very practical and down to earth.
 Always give practical application to motivate people to change. They 

say do this and it will fix your problem.
 Steps oriented people - They will say do this “1-2-3”.
 Very concerned with how people live! They want them to be 

successful and blessed!

MISUNDERSTANDINGS/WEAKNESSES:
 Prefer to live by example to others. As a result they don't do a lot of 

one-on-one witnessing.
 With their 3 steps to "fix your problem", they are often accused of 

oversimplifying things by putting to much confidence in the steps 
and not relying enough on the H.S.

 Often criticized when making Bible practical of taking things out of 
context.

NEED IN BODY: They "stimulate our faith" to keep going in tribulation. 
Make us believe in the power of God for ourselves.

5. GIVING

DEFINITION: Generous giving of resources to God 
without any desire to personally benefit! The grace 
to give without fear of risk. It's not simply the 
amount, but the quality of the sacrifice. Also desires 
to motivate others to do the same. The resources 
are not just material, but also physical, emotional, 

and psychological support to others. These are people who freely share 
themselves.

Greek Word "metadidomi" – “to give, share, impart, distribute, grant”. 
The word implies liberality or generosity. It has the idea of supporting or 
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spending yourself for someone else. As Christians, we are all to give, 
but this gift means going way beyond the tithe!

NATURAL CHARACTERISTICS: 
 Characterized by a desire to not be known, but only let God get the 

glory.
 We often in church subtly downplay this gift thinking that money is 

evil. It's NOT. “Love of money is the root of all evil." We often 
encourage other gifts to flow but not this one.

 If you have the gift of giving, you will also be provided with the 
resources to give by God. This is just like a teacher being given the 
insight to understand the Scriptures. Usually, but not always you will 
have the ability to make money.

 They love to give when people haven't even asked them. They are 
alert to needs all around them and give in response to the need and 
not to appeals.

 They enjoying trying to motivate others to give, especially by 
example.

 The giving is not blind. They have a desire to feel a part of the work 
or person to whom they are giving.

MISUNDERSTANDINGS/WEAKNESSES: 
 People may think they are trying to control a ministry by their giving.
 Their emphasis on money may seem as an emphasis on temporal 

values.
 May make others feel ungenerous or pressured as they are 

encouraged to give.

NEED IN BODY:  This gift is used by God to help finance the church 
and advance His kingdom.

6. LEADERSHIP (Often called ADMINISTRATION or RULES) 

DEFINITION: Gift of organization manifested in one 
of two ways. First, in some people the gift is 
evidenced by the ability to organize people and 
leadership responsibilities. Secondly, is the ability to 
organize projects.  

The first manifestation of this gift has the ability to 
set goals in accordance with God's purpose for the future. They 
motivate, inspire and bring together people in such a way to accomplish 
those goals. 
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The second manifestation of this gift has the ability to devise and 
execute effective plans of projects. These are the organizers and 
managers of the business affairs of the church. 

NATURAL CHARACTERISTICS:
 "Take charge" person who jumps in and starts 

giving orders when no one is in charge.  They 
do tend to stay on the sideline until someone 
asks or the need gets bad.

 Extremely organized.
 If they organize projects, they are great at 

organizing details and then having people 
carry out those plans.

o Good at analyzing resources and delegating tasks to the 
appropriate person.

o Good at sizing up situations and seeing to the root cause for 
the problem.

 If they organize people, they are usually not a detail person, but they 
then rely on others to take care of the little things.

 Does not like to admit mistakes. It hits to close too home to say his 
gift/natural talent is flawed. Surely, something else was the problem.

 Great at bringing harmony in chaos! Walks into the middle of a 
floundering situation, and says do this to bring order.

 Very active. As soon as a task is completed, they are already 
working on the next task and giving directions before people can 
even catch their breath. Very goal oriented.

 Tends to be a workaholic.
 Usually the leaders of large churches have this gift.
 These are also your dreamers. They don't just day dream though. 

They will dream and then come up with a plan to carry it out. The 
carrying it out is as much fun as the completion of the dream. Their 
dreams are often considered by others to be impossible.

MISUNDERSTANDINGS/WEAKNESSES:
 People often feel used by this gift. The person with this gift has a 

desire to accomplish things and get things done swiftly. As a result 
they often come across as callous.

 They often seem insensitive to other people's schedules, weariness, 
or priorities.

 People often may think they are lazy (when just the opposite is true), 
because they are constantly delegating.
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 Neglect in explaining why tasks must be done may prompt workers 
to think they are being misused.

 The greatest challenge for this gift is to value people over projects.
 Since they are a perfectionist, their standards are high, thereby often 

making them hard to please.

NEED IN BODY: The church needs this gift to organize, administer, 
promote, and lead the various affairs of the church.

7. MERCY

DEFINITION: Ability to feel genuine empathy and 
compassion for individuals (both Christian and non-
Christian) who suffer distressing physical, mental, 
or emotional problems. They are then able to 
translate that compassion into cheerfully done 
deeds which reflect Christ's love and help alleviate 
the suffering. This gift is encouraged to be done 
with "cheerfulness" in Romans 12:8. This is 

because of their ability to identify with people. As a result they often pick 
up on the despairing emotions of the people they minister to.

Greek Word means – “to have mercy or pity on someone, to be merciful 
or compassionate or to help someone out of pity." It implies the ability to 
be able to emotionally identify with people to show compassion.

Mercy people will minister to people everyone else feels uncomfortable 
with - sick, poor, retarded, prisoners, blind, aged, homely, etc.

NATURAL CHARACTERISTICS:
 Mercy motivated people feel "emphathy" not just "sympathy". 

Empathy goes further. Sympathy feels for others, empathy feels with 
others! They emotionally go through what the victim goes through!

 This is the person people call first when something bad happens or 
something good happens! They identify with you the best!

 Their gift is best used in times of sorrow and in times of great joy. It's 
not just when bad things happen!

 This is the person who is full of prayer requests since they are so 
close to hurting people.

 People love the mercy person, because they exude love to 
everyone around them!

 This is a personal gift - done one on one. It's not like you can show 
mercy easily to a whole group. 
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 Mercy people are generally not found teaching Sunday School or 
leading a group - their gift is a one-on-one soft spoken love. They 
usually aren't an out front leader because they have a hard time 
correcting someone or pushing them to get the job done.

 The mercy person often uses this gift with another gift like youth 
worker or service (deacon), so they can be close to the people or 
needs. This way he can be around when people need a "shoulder to 
cry on".

MISUNDERSTANDINGS/WEAKNESSES:
 People often think this person is weak! Not so! Usually very strong 

beliefs. They just don't express them because they don't want to hurt 
anyone's feelings!

 The mercy person usually does not make a good counselor. They 
make a great listener, but not a good counselor! The reason is if 
someone is in sin they have a hard time confronting the person to 
make the changes they need in their life!

 They need the prophet to confront and the exhorter to give steps to 
recovery.

 Others accuse them of "taking up" for others and excusing their 
behavior or being "soft" on sin.

NEED IN BODY: This gift is the "heart" of the 
church. It shows love in a way that everyone 
receives and desires. It is an example of the 
personal care we need in our churches.

Summary

The following story gives a humorous overview of the Father’s Gifts.

“A woman is walking down the hallway at church carrying a bowl of 
food for the covered dish the church is about to have. She trips over 
a door threshold and the food spills all over the floor. 

The mercy motivated runs over and says, "I'm so sorry, it's not your 
fault, you must feel so embarrassed and humiliated. Are you hurt?" 

The server gets the mop and towels and starts cleaning it up. 

The teacher tells the woman, now next time you do this, put a cover 
over the dish, grab the pot with both hands and hold it out far enough 
so that you can see where your feet are walking. 
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The exhorter runs over to the woman, and says its allright. You are 
going to make it. You don't have to be depressed. Stop crying, God 
wants you to be victorious! You can do it. Now, go get your other dish 
and let's try to do it again.

The prophetic motivated person tells the woman, if you had just paid 
attention to what you were doing, and not day dreaming. 

The giver would immediately run out and buy a replacement dish and 
meal from Kroger.
Finally, the leader would stand on the side and start giving orders to 
everybody on how to get the mess cleaned up and keep the covered 
dish dinner from grinding to a halt.”
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Action Steps!

1. Take the Father’s gifts test below to help you 
discover what your primary and secondary gifts are. 
After taking the test come back and answer the 
questions: What was your primary gift? Your secondary 
gift? Do you agree? 

2. Your basic personality was given you at birth. Take the 
Temperament (personality) test to help you discover what your basic 
temperament type is. After taking the test come back and answer the 
questions: What was your primary temperament type? Your 
secondary temperament type? Do you agree?
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Father’s Gift Test
If the statement strongly describes you then check in 
the column opposite each statement where the dot is. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

I see people's actions as either right or wrong. •

I notice practical needs of others and enjoy meeting them. •

I want to make sure that statements about faith are 
accurate. •

I am able to verbally encourage those who are spiritually 
troubled. •

I am able to manage my financial affairs efficiently so I can 
give generously to the Lord. •

I can visualize the final result of a project before it begins. •

I can sense easily when people have hurt feelings. •

I can quickly discern a person's motives and character. •

I enjoy serving in order to free others for the Lord's work. •

I desire to gain as much knowledge of God's Word as I can. •

I have a deep desire to encourage people to spiritual 
growth. •

I give the best of my time, effort and finances for the Lord's 
work. •

I enjoy co-ordinating people in either a small or large group. •

I like to promote the warmth of fellowship of Christian 
groups I'm in. •

I am usually direct and frank in giving advice. •

I am willing to neglect my own work to help someone else. •

I check the truth of what others say before accepting it. •

I like to give counsel about the steps of action a person may 
take. •

I have an ability to make wise purchases or investments. •

I like setting goals for others and myself. •

I desire deep friendships in which there is mutual 
commitment. •

I tend to be a perfectionist. •

I sometimes get exhausted from being so busy serving 
others. •
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I enjoy discussing significant issues. •

I am usually able to convince others of my point of view. •

I make many friends easily. •

I am able to delegate tasks to others easily. •

I seem to attract people who tell me their problems. •

I feel called to pray for others. •

I would rather stay in the background than taking the lead. •

I can spend hours researching a subject. •

I enjoy trying to convince non-Christians to believe in Jesus. •

I enjoy giving hospitality and making people feel welcome. •

I am willing to endure criticism to get a taask done. •

I tend to worry about other people's problems. •

I am willing to do right even if it means suffering. •

I find it difficult to say `no' to those who ask for help. •

I pay close attention to words and phrases. •

I easily see the potential in others. •

I try to keep my giving a secret. •

I expect and receive loyalty from those whom I supervise. •

I find it difficult to be firm or decisive with people. •

I would rather be alone, than with others who don't uphold 
what is right. •

I don't mind doing routine tasks. •

I tend to be silent in conversation until I have thought it out 
fully. •

I enjoy relating examples from my own or others 
experience. •

I enjoy investing in an supporting the ministries of other 
people. •

I often initiate ideas or activities in a group. •

I enjoy visiting people in hospital or shut-ins. •

I usually examine my own motives thoroughly. •

I like giving gifts that are practical. •

I like to present my arguments in a logical order. •
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I stress the positive, even when there are problems. •

I am led by the Spirit to give to the right people at the right 
time. •

I am able to plan the actions of others in a way that helps 
them to work effectively. •

I would rather work with others than on my own. •

I sometimes receive revelations or visions of what is going 
to happen in the future. •

I enjoy meeting people's physical needs through hospitality. •

I delight in digging out the facts from the Bible •

I expect people to follow my advice. •

I enjoy living a simple life-style. •

I know where God wants me to go and am able to take 
others with me. •

I avoid conflict and personal confrontations. •

I say things which I feel to be God's truth and often find that 
it irritates people. •

I enjoy making things with my hands. •

I like to logically understand the Christian faith. •

I particularly like the practical teaching of the Bible which 
shows me how to live the Christian life. •

I like to motivate others to give to the Lord's work. •

I am deeply sensitive to the need for a church to be a 
smooth running organisation. •

I strongly need to express creative beauty (art, music, 
drama or dance) in worship. •

Total the marked boxes for each column separately; 
Your score for each column will be out of 10.
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Test Scoring

This chart is a self-assessment of spiritual gifts. Its helpfulness 
depends on your self-awareness and honesty in completing the 
survey. You may also assess your motivational gifts by studying and 
understanding the gifts, and by helpful insights from others who see 
you operating the gifts. Once you have calculated the totals you may 
transfer the results to the table below.

Column Gift My Score (out of 10)
1 Prophecy
2 Service
3 Teaching
4 Exhortation
5 Giving
6 Leadership
7 Mercy

Now take the gift above with the highest score and mark in the top bar 
with a felt tip pen. Then do the same with the other gifts in descending 
order of strength. Enter the names of the gifts alongside each bar as 
you go. The gift with the highest score is your primary. The gift with 
the second highest score is your secondary.
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Temperament Types
There are 4 basic temperament types (personality types) in humans. 
There are many different tests, names, and methods of determining 
temperament types but in the end they all measure 4 types. This test 
calls the 4 types the same names that Hippocrates (“the father of 
modern science”) did in 350 B.C. This is why they have such funny 
names. The 4 types are called choleric, sanguine, phlegmatic, and 
melancholic. 

Temperament is a person’s tendency to react in a certain way to 
events in their life. For example, the choleric is your goal-oriented 
person who moves quickly and takes charge. The sanguine loves 
people, fun, and is full of optimism and enthusiasm. The melancholic 
is analytical, a thinker, slower to respond, detail oriented, and 
idealistic. The phlegmatic is laid back, a peacemaker, calm, reserved, 
and has an easy go attitude. 

The reason this section is included in this book is that one of the jobs 
of a group leader is to understand your people. The better you 
understand them the better you can lead and motivate them. When 
you understand the temperament types and recognize them in your 
people, it will help you to understand their natural strengths and 
weaknesses. 
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Overview of Temperament Types

Sanguine (Super Extrovert)

OVERVIEW
 Warm,  Buoyant, Lively, "Enjoying" Type, Very Receptive
 Decisions often come from feelings rather than thinking
 Unusual capacity to enjoy themselves
 Picks up everyone when they walk into a room. 
 Never Lacks for friends, makes everyone feel important
 Enjoys people, does not like solitude, Life of the Party
 Never at a loss for words,  Speaks before thinking
 Very Sincere        
 Noisy, Loud Ways

STRENGTHS
 Enjoys life, Whistling/singing, Childhood curiosity, Easily forgets 

past
 Optimistic
 Friendly. Outgoing, Handshaking type of person, Enjoys being 

around others
 No One Could love You More or Forget You Quicker

WEAKNESSES:
 Restless: Often impractical and disorganized, Easily excitable
 Seldom lives up to potential due to no discipline
 Weak Willed, Great to start things but often never finishes, 

Loves to please and has a hard time saying no. Great front man 
with others doing details, Hard to depend upon, Not always 
loyal.

 Egotistical: Because such a good talker & extrovert
 Penchant for exaggeration and embellishment

SUITABLE JOBS
 Salesman, Hospital Worker, Teacher, Conversationalist, Actors
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Choleric (Extrovert)

OVERVIEW
 Hot, Quick, Active, Practical, Strong-Willed, Self sufficient, very 

Independent.
 Decisive, Opinionated, Makes decisions easy for themselves 

and others
 Thrives on activity -- endless ideas -- Not aimless though
 Has a practical keen mind, capable of making sound, instant 

decisions or planning long range projects
 Takes a definite stand on issues, usually a crusader, not 

frightened by adversities
 Dogged Determination  
 "Born Leader"
 Emotional part is the least developed. Embarrassed by tears of 

others.
 Does not sympathize easily, does not show compassion easily
 Little appreciation of fine arts, very utilitarian

STRENGTHS
 Strong will power, Self Disciplined, Very Confident, Very Very 

aggressive, Continual Motion but plannedSingle Minded, Will 
Finish a project No Matter What

 Keen Mind for organization, Quickly appraises a situation, and 
diagnose a solution. Recognizes opportunities

 Strong Teacher, Tends to Dominate  * Good Judge of People
 Will readily accept assignments / "Take Over Guy"
 Optimistic: Due to Self Confidence  
 Adventurous, Pioneer

WEAKNESSES
 Hot Tempered, Serious Emotional Deficiency, No compassion
 Unsympathetic  
 Opinionated and Bull Headed
 Sarcastic, Caustic Comments to Others
 Cruelty: Often runs roughshod over people to accomplish goals
 Impetuous, Difficult to apologize, Hard to show approval
 Self Sufficient: Causes people to think they can never please 

them
SUITABLE JOBS

 Good Executive, Idea Man, Producer, Dictator or Criminal
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Melancholic (Introvert)

OVERVIEW
 Exceptionally Analytical Mind 
 Self Sacrificing, Gifted, Perfectionist
 Sensitive, Emotional Nature, Enjoys Fine Arts
 Introverted and Moody  - Lets people come to him
 Faithful Friend but does not make them easily
 Diagnoses obstacles and dangers of any project
 Finds greatest meaning through personal sacrifice. 
 Often chooses a difficult life vocation and is very thorough and 

accomplishes great good
 More natural potential than the other personality types

STRENGTHS
 Sensitive   
 Extremely Self-Disciplined 
 Genius prone (especially in fine arts), Produces great works of 

art or genius often followed by depression
 Does a lot of reflective thinking, Very Introspective, Often relives 

past events to analyze where he could have done better
 Creative / Inventive  
 Very Detail Oriented. Strong perfectionist with high Excellence
 Very dependable, Will always finish the job when
 Prefers to work behind the scenes, does not like the limelight
 Reserved, Rarely gives opinion, But always has one

WEAKNESSES
 Self-Centered, Very Introspective. Hypochondriac.
 Easily Offended or Insulted
 Prone to Suspicion 
 Negative, Pessimistic: Due to perfectionist & Analytical Traits
 Indecisive: Due to being a perfectionist, Harder to take the 

plunge in marriage, Too Picky.
 Has a hard time accepting weaknesses in others
 Moody 
 Daydreamer to escape reality
 Revengeful, does not forgive easily, holds grudges.

SUITABLE JOBS
 Artist, Musician, Inventors, Philosopher, Educators
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Phlegmatic (Super Introvert)

OVERVIEW
 Calm, Collected, Easy Going, Well Balanced. Never seems to 

get ruffled
 Life for them is a happy, pleasant experience in which he avoids 

as much involvement as possible. Tends to be a Spectator and 
uninvolved

 High boiling point and seldom gets angry, lots of laughter
 Very consistent and capable
 Does have emotions below surface and appreciates fine arts
 Has lots of friends 
 Kind hearted and sympathetic
 Natural peace maker 
 Good leader when forced to

STRENGTHS:
 Witty, dry humor, Tease, Likes to poke fun at people
 Good listener / Good counselor  
 Works well under pressure
 Objective, Can keep from identifying with person
 Dependable, Will Fulfill obligations, Very Loyal
 Practical, Efficient, Very Neat. Tends to find easiest way to 

attack problem

WEAKNESSES:
 Slow & Lazy, "Drags His Feet"  
 Spectator - Produces as little as possible
 Selfishness, Opposes Change, Stubborn
 Indecisive because of a lack of desire to become "involved"
 Often does not want to "pay the price" to do project

SUITABLE JOBS:
 Diplomat, accountant, teacher, leader, scientist, or other detail 

worker
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TEMPERAMENT TEST
STRENGTHS

1. ___ Animated ___ Adventurous ___ Analytical ___ Adaptable
2.  ___ Playful ___ Persuasive ___ Persistent ___ Peaceful 
3.  ___ Sociable ___ Strong-Willed ___ Self-Sacrificing ___ Submissive
4.  ____Convincing ___ Competitive ___ Considerate ___ Controlled
5.  ___Refreshing ___ Resourceful ___ Respectful ___ Reserved
6.  ___ Spirited ___ Self-Reliant ___ Sensitive ___ Satisfied
7.  ___ Promoter ___ Positive ___ Planner ___ Patient
8.  ___ Spontaneous ___ Sure ___ Scheduled ___ Shy
9.  ___ Optimistic ___ Outspoken ___ Orderly ___ Obliging
10. ___ Funny ___ Forceful ___ Faithful ___ Friendly
11. ___ Cheerful ___ Confident ___ Cultured ___ Consistent
12. ___ Inspiring ___ Independent ___ Idealistic ___ Inoffensive
13. ___ Demonstrative ___ Decisive ___ Deep ___ Dry Humor
14. ___ Mixes Easily ___ Mover ___ Musical ___ Mediator
15. ___ Talker ___ Tenacious ___ Thoughtful ___ Tolerant
16. ___ Lively ___ Leader ___ Loyal ___ Listener
17. ___ Cute ___ Chief ___ Chartmaker ___ Contented
18. ___ Popular ___ Productive ___ Perfectionist ___ Pleasant
19. ___ Bouncy ___ Bold ___ Behaved ___ Balanced

WEAKNESSES.
20. ___ Brassy ___ Bossy ___ Bashful ___ Blank
21. ___ Undisciplined ___ Unsympathetic ___ Unforgiving ___ Unenthusiastic

22. ___ Repetitious ___ Resistant ___ Resentful ___ Reticent
23. ___ Forgetful ___ Frank ___ Fussy ___ Fearful
24. ___ Interrupts ___ Impatient ___ Insecure ___ Indecisive
25. ___ Unpredictable ___ Unaffectionate ___ Unpopular ___ Uninvolved
26. ___ Haphazard ___Headstrong ___ Hard-To-Please___ Hesitant
27. ___ Permissive ___ Proud ___ Pessimistic ___ Plain
28. ___ Angered Easily __Argumentative ___ Alienated ___ Aimless
29. ___ Naïve ___ Nervy ___Negative Attitude___ Nonchalant
30. ___ Talkative ___ Tactless ___ Too Sensitive ___ Timid
31. ___ Disorganized ___ Domineering ___ Depressed ___ Doubtful
32. ___ Inconsistent ___ Intolerant ___ Introvert ___ Indifferent
33. ___ Messy ___ Manipulative ___ Moody ___ Mumbles
34. ___ Show-Off ___ Stubborn ___ Skeptical ___ Slow
35. ___ Loud ___ Lord-Over-Others___ Loner ___ Lazy
36. ___ Scatterbrained ___ Short Tempered ___ Suspicious ___ Sluggish
37. ___ Restless ___ Rash ___ Revengeful ___ Reluctant
38. ___ Changeable ___ Crafty ___ Critical         ___Compromising
ADD____ ____ ____ ____
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Test Instructions
There are 19 rows of temperament strengths and 19 rows of 
temperament weaknesses for a total of 38 rows. On each row check 
the one characteristic that best describes you. You may only check one 
characteristic per row. Do not spend a lot of time on each row. Usually 
your first answer is the most accurate.

Test Scoring
Add up the check marks in each column. The column with the highest 
total is your Primary Temperament Type (PT), etc. The first column is 
Sanguine, 2nd is Choleric, 3rd is Melancholy, 4th is Phelgmatic. 

Top half is strengths and bottom half is weaknesses of that PT. Notice if 
you primarily have strengths or weaknesses of the PT. 



36



   37

2  
Holy Spirit’s

Gifts

These gifts are given to break the 
natural bondages that our flesh 

and the demonic put on us.  
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Introduction

1  Corinthians 12:7-10 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit 
is given for the common good. To one there is given through the Spirit 
the message of [1] wisdom, to another the message of [2] knowledge 
by means of the same Spirit, to another [3] faith by the same Spirit, to 
another gifts of [4] healing by that one Spirit, to another [5] miraculous 
powers, to another [6] prophecy, to another [7] distinguishing between 
spirits, to another [8] speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still 

another the [9] interpretation of tongues.

These nine gifts are given by the Holy Spirit to 
whomever He wants whenever He wants. All of us 
can flow in any of these gifts at any time as given 
by the Holy Spirit. We have to ask for these gifts. 
It’s not something we permanently flow in like the 
motivational gifts. These nine gifts mirror the nine 

fruits also given by the Holy Spirit – Galatians 5:22-23.

The nine gifts can be grouped into 3 categories of 3 gifts each:

Revelation Gifts – Revealing of information
Word of Wisdom, Knowledge, and Discerning of Spirits

Power Gifts – Impartation of Supernatural Power
Faith, Gifts of Healing, Working of Miracles

Vocal Gifts – Speaking the Mind of God
Prophecy, Tongues, Interpretation of Tongues

All of these gifts are dependent on us having a relationship with the Holy 
Spirit. They are not magic formulas that we can say a few words and 
mysteriously things happen. We hear what the Holy Spirit wants to do 
and then we execute it under His direction and power. They are given to 
break the natural bondages that our flesh and the demonic put on us. 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit we can all be used to free others!

Revelation Gifts

Rom. 11:33-36, "Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and 

unfathomable His ways!..."
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Revelaiton gifts help us to understand the wisdom and knowledge of 
God.  God knows everything. But He doesn’t reveal to man everything. 
But He will give us a "word" or a part of what He knows through these 
gifts! It doesn’t say the "gift" of knowledge. Just a word of knowledge! 
Just what we need to know!

1 Cor. 13:9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part

These gifts are not natural knowledge or insight, but supernatural. This 
is different from a learned knowledge of the Bible. 

WORD OF KNOWLEDGE

This is supernatural revelation of certain facts in the 
mind of God or about a person or event. A word of 
knowledge can be received in a spoken word, 
dream or vision!

EXAMPLES:
Acts 9:10-19, "...Arise and go to the street called 

Straight, ...a man from Tarsus ...is praying..."

John 4:13-18, "...call your husband...you have had five husbands..."

Acts 5:3, "...Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy 
Spirit..."

1 Cor. 2:11-16, "…the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit 
of God...but in those taught by the Spirit..."

WORD OF WISDOM

Wisdom is the correct application of knowledge. It is a supernatural plan 
applied to a specific situation. The word of knowledge and word of 
wisdom often go together with prophecy to give a complete "guidance" 
to a person. 

For example, a word of knowledge to a person could go like this, “the 
Lord has revealed to me that you are having financial difficulties.” A 
word of wisdom would take this further and give a plan of God. The 
word of wisdom could be something like this, “The Lord says to change 
jobs to get financial release.”
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DISCERNING OF SPIRITS

To judge or evaluate properly what “spirits” are working in a person or a 
situation. It is the ability to 'divide between' the human, demonic, and the 
Holy Spirit. 

This gift is described in 1 John 4:1, "...do not believe every spirit, but test 
the spirits..."

Why do we need this gift?

1. To discern false prophets, apostles, deceitful workers. 1 John 4:1, 2 
Cor. 11:12-15, "..For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, 
disguising themselves as apostles of Christ..."

2. To discern false gifts. 2 Thess. 2:8-10, "...with all power and signs and 
false wonders...". Just because someone is doing miracles or 
prophesying does not mean they are from God.

3. Help in counseling. Sometimes we need to know if the problem is the 
flesh, demonic oppression, chemical/physical imbalances, etc? The gift 
of discernment is very important in discerning root problems! Sometimes 
we try to cast things out of people that are not demonic. They may 
simply need healing or something else.

God can give us this gift by 

SIGHT: They see evil spirits.
HEARING: God speaks the name of the spirit into their ears.
INTUITION: A knowing through prayer or feeling.

This gift is not to be used for just seeing evil but also the things of God. 
It is used to discern the potential in people and what God wants to do in 
their life. It is the discerning of spirits, not just discerning of evil spirits

Power Gifts

FAITH

Divinely implanted confidence, assurance, trust and 
reliance in God and all that He says.

There are three kinds of faith in the N.T.
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1. Faith for salvation. Eph. 2:8, "For by grace you have been saved 
through faith..."

2. Faith to believe God's word and apply it to our lives, circumstances 
and character. Normal part of becoming a mature believer. Gal. 5:22, 
"But the fruit of the Spirit is love...faithfulness..."

3. The Holy Spirit’s gift of faith. It is a special kind of faith that wells up 
inside of us as given by the Holy Spirit to do something beyond our 
natural ability - something supernatural. A one time thing to accomplish 
something special and unusual. 

The gift of faith wells up inside of you and allows you to believe or 
accomplish something that you would not normally be able to 
accomplish!!

Examples:
Heb. 11:32-35, "...shut the mouths of lions, quenched the power of 
fire...received back their dead by resurrection..." These were not being 
done by the normal kind of faith that we daily live by.

When the gift of faith comes on us, it is getting a little bit of the God kind 
of faith that He operates in all of the time. The gift of faith often works in 
conjunction with one of the other power gifts. It's the power to step out 
and proclaim that the God inside of you is going to do something 
supernatural. It usually precedes the gifts of healing or working of 
miracles.

CHARACTERISTICS OF THIS GIFT:

1. The gift of faith is evidenced by our speaking out what God is going to 
do. It says what is going to happen before it happens.

2. With this gift comes an infusion of calm, power and confidence. You 
just know it is going to happen. This is different than the day to day type 
of faith we have to have where we wonder if God is going to move at all.

3. Total dependence on God. Total humility and brokeness. They realize 
that nothing will happen if God doesn't move.

GIFTS OF HEALING
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This is the power of the Holy Spirit breaking through the sickness on this 
planet and supernaturally healing the person. 

This gift can occur in many forms:

Matt. 8:1-4 – Jesus stretched out His hand and 
touched the leper.

Matt. 8:5-13 - The centurion's servant was healed 
by Jesus giving the word and not actually going to Him.

Matt. 9:18-22 - The woman with a hemorrage for 12 years 
touched the hem of the garment of Jesus.

Mark 7:31 - 35 - Deaf and dumb man was healed by Jesus by 
putting His fingers in the man's ears and putting His own salvia 
on the man's tongue. He then looked toward heaven and said, 
"Be opened"!

Mark 9:1-7 - Blind man healed by Jesus making mud with His 
saliva, and putting the mud on the man's eyes. He then told him 
to go to the pool of Siloam and wash the mud off.

WORKING OF MIRACLES

The bringing of the miraculous into the natural world. It is much more 
than healing. It can override any kind of natural event including weather, 
job situations, relationships, disasters, etc. Working of miracles occurs 
wherever you need supernatural power to change the ordinary course of 
nature!

Summary of Action Gifts

The following story is taken from the book, "Concerning Spiritual Gifts", 
by Kenneth E. Hagin, pg. 75.

Under Smith Wigglesworth's ministry three different people were raised 
from the dead. The first instance was while he was still working as a 
plumber. He had the Baptism of the Holy Ghost, but wasn't out in the 
active ministry as yet. When he came in from work one afternoon he 
learned a neighbor lady who had been sick had just died. He began to 
pray.
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'I began to penetrate the heavens with my prayers with what faith I had,' 
Wigglesworth said. 'All the time my wife was shaking me saying, 'Stop 

praying; she is already dead. It is too late.' But I just kept praying. Soon I 
came to the end of my faith, and when I did I was conscious of a faith 
which took hold of me that could not be denied. While I was praying in 

my own faith it seemed as if God said, 'No,no.' But when this other faith 
came over me, I looked right up into heaven and said, 'Yes, yes.' The 

next thing I knew, without intending to do it, without realizing what I was 
doing, I got hold of that woman and pulled her out of the bed. I stood her 

up against the wall and commanded her to walk in Jesus' name, and 
she started breathing and started walking and was raised up.' "

Notice that the gift of Faith, Healing and Working of Miracles often work 
together. "This is one reason we don't see too many people raised from 
the dead. Some Christians may have one or more of these gifts in 
operation, but not too many have all of them. First of all, in the raising of 
the dead it takes supernatural faith to call the person's spirit back when 
it has left the body. It takes a working of miracles to raise the person and 
break the natural power of death. It takes the gift of healing because 
they still have the sickness they died with. If they are not healed they 
would immediately die again. Therefore, all three of the power gifts are 
in manifestation when someone is raised from the dead."

Vocal Gifts

PROPHECY

Prophecy is Spirit Inspired words to encourage, 
edify and console. 

1 Cor. 14:3, "But one who prophesies speaks to 
men for edification and exhortation and 
consolation."

Edification means "building up". The Amplified 
Version says, "for their upbuilding and constructive Spiritual Progress." 
This word comes from the Greek word for literally "building a house". 
Prophecy is to bring words into your life to help you become a better 
"house" for the Lord.

Exhortation means "a calling near" and consolation means "comfort". 

TONGUES AND INTERPRETATION OF TONGUES
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Tongues are speaking a word from God in a language the person does 
not naturally know. There is a private gift of tongues but this chapter is 
talking about the public use of tongues. Tongues In a public setting is 
like a prophecy, word of knowledge, or word of wisdom but it is given in 
tongues. The tongue must be accompanied by the gift of interpretation 
of tongues and is required for it to be a blessing to anyone. 

1 Cor. 14:27-28, "If anyone speaks in a tongue...let one interpret..."

Tongues are valid words from God and we want them. They are 
equivalent to a prophecy, work of knowledge, or wisdom but they are a 
two-step process. First, someone gives the word through tongues. 
Second someone has to interpret for everyone to understand the 
tongue. 

There is a personal word of tongues - implied in 1 Corinthians 14:18 by 
saying that the person should speak to himself and to God, if no 
interpretation. The private use of tongues is different than the gift of 
tongues described in this chapter.
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Your Thoughts?

1. Have you ever been used by God in one of 
these 9 gifts? If so, describe the time. How did it 
make you feel?

2. Which gift of the 9 would you like to start asking the Holy Spirit to 
use you in now?

3. The gift of tongues often confuses people as to its purpose and 
avoid this gift. Have you noticed this and if so why do you think this 
happens? What can we do to help people get over the ‘strangeness’ 
of speaking in tongues?

4. Do you believe that every believer can be used by the Holy Spirit to 
work miracles or heal the sick? If so what will it take to come about?
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Action Steps!
1. Ask God to give you a word of Prophecy for one 
person. When you think you have that word step out in 
boldness and share it with them.
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3  
Jesus’

Gifts

Apostles Build. Teachers Reveal. 
Pastors Care. Evangelists Share. Prophets Speak. 

All for Maturity.
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Introduction

Eph. 4:11-13 11It was he who gave some to be [1] apostles, some to 
be [2] prophets, some to be [3] evangelists, and some to be [4] 
pastors and [5] teachers, 12to prepare God’s people for works of 

service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13until we all reach 
unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become 

mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 
14Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the 

waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by 
the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming.

The last set of gifts was given by the Head of the Church Jesus to make 
His church grow strong! These gifts were the gift of apostle, prophet, 
evangelist, pastor, and teacher. These five gifts were given to work 
together to keep His church from staying infants (verse 14). The five 
gifts given by Jesus are often called the five fold or 5 offices.

It is Jesus’ Church

There are two analogies used to describe the church in the Bible – a 
human body and a building. When the church is described as a body 
then it says Jesus is the head. 

Eph. 1:22-23 22And God placed all things under his feet and appointed 
him to be head over everything for the church, 23which is his body, the 
fullness of him who fills everything in every way.

When the church is described as a building then Jesus is described as 
the cornerstone. 

...you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with 
God’s people and members of God’s household, built on the 

foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as 
the chief cornerstone. Eph. 2:19-20

Jesus uses the analogy of constructing a building 
to describe how the church is to be built. A 
building needs to be straight and square in order 
to not fall over and to last during the onslaught of 
bad weather. In past times, a perfectly straight 
and square stone was used to be the guide that 
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all of the subsequent walls were aligned to. This was called the 
cornerstone. Jesus tells us in this passage that He alone is to be that 
cornerstone. Jesus is the unequivocal leader of the Church.

Church’s Government

But Jesus does not govern His church as a one man ruler. He is the 
head but He picks people to fill the 5 offices (gifts) to help Him start 
and mature the church. The 5 offices help believers become mature 
leaders. After that elders and deacons are appointed from the mature 
leaders. The elders and deacons govern the church. Some of the 
elders will also include the people in the 5 offices. 

We see in Acts 13:1-3 how the Holy Spirit (intermediary for Jesus) 
chose Saul (Paul the Apostle) and Barnabas for the work of starting 
new churches. 

1In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: 
Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had 
been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. 2While they were 

worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3So 
after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them 

and sent them off.

We then see later after Paul had started churches he apointed elders 
to run the church. This became the model for his whole ministry. 
Elders were positions that governed the church.

Acts 14:23 Paul and Barnabas appointed elders 
for them in each church and, with prayer and 

fasting, committed them to the Lord, in whom they 
had put their trust.

We see deacons being appointed by the original 
12 in the first church at Jerusalem to help in the 
service jobs of the church.

Acts 6:2-4  2So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and 
said, “It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of 

God in order to wait on tables. 3Brothers, choose seven men from 
among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will 
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turn this responsibility over to them 4and will give our attention to 
prayer and the ministry of the word.”

Qualification of elders and deacons are found in 1 Timothy 3. While 
the 5 offices are picked by Jesus, everyone can aspire to be an elder 
or deacon (1 Timothy 3:1). The requirements emphasis maturity and a 
strong character.

Order Within the 5 Gifts

In past times of building, after the cornerstone 
was placed exactly where it needed to go, the 
next thing to do was to pour the foundation 
around the stone. It was critical that the 
foundation be aligned in all directions with the 
cornerstone. If it was not the walls built on top of 
the foundation would not be square and would 

eventually cause problems for the inhabitants.  

Jesus gave instructions that it was to be apostles and prophets that 
were to be placed into the church after Him. They were to be the 
foundation poured around Him. They were to be the primary gifts used 
for a strong foundation of maturity.

Eph. 2:20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with 
Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.

1 Cor. 12:27-28b Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of 
you is a part of it. And in the church God has appointed first of all 

apostles, second prophets.

After Jesus Christ is placed as the cornerstone, then the apostles and 
prophets become the foundation that the other 3 gifts – teacher, 
pastor, and evangelist are placed on. 

Responsibility of 5 Gifts

The purpose of the 5 offices according to Ephesians 4:12-13 is to 
teach and impart into believers the following 5 goals. 

1. Training in the Bible and Ministry (Train)
2. Encouragement in Life’s Walk (Encourage)
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3. How to walk in Unity (Unity)
4. Grow in their Knowledge of Jesus (Revelation)
5. How to become Mature (Maturity)

Each of the 5 gifts is the ‘lead’ for one of the 5 goals. 

The purpose of the 5 gifts is 5 goals! 
Each of the 5 gifts is to lead in one of the 5 goals!

Here is the list again with the gift/office that is to take the lead in that 
area. The key is the word lead. Every office will help in all areas. But 
the offices are to work together as a team deferring to one another in 
the area of anointing that Jesus as the head has given them.

1. Train – Teacher
2. Encourage – Pastor
3. Unity – Evangelist
4. Revelation – Prophet
5. Maturity – Apostle

Apostle – Lead in Maturity 

“General Contractor of the Building”

“Blueprint - Helps determine where the stones are 
to be placed – providing a rough shape of the 
building.”

Greek Definition: "messenger, He that is sent"

This is the first office manifested in the Church. The twelve original 
disciples were ordained as apostles by Jesus. That's why you see 
Apostles everywhere in the New Testament. They were the ones trained 
by Jesus. It took several years for the other gifts to manifest because 
the believers had to be trained and raised up!

Apostles are the ones that start new works. That is why they are called 
sent ones. The one that sends them is the Holy Spirit. They are 
responsible for implementing the vision given by Jesus. They are good 
at building and developing structure in the church in order that everyone 
can mature. They create a structure that allows the other offices and  
gifts to flow and bless the people . They are also responsible for seeing 
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that other leaders are raised up to form a strong team to continue to 
lead the church. 

Prophet – Lead in Revelation  

“Building Inspector”

“Plumb line - Measures the straightness and 
uprightness of the stones vertical placement.”

Greek Definition: "Forth telling of the truth"

Prophets are like the watchmen in the Old 
Testament. They help the body to see what is 

coming in the Spirit. They greatly affect the spiritual climate of the 
church. God uses them to see spiritual destiny in people and raising up 
leaders to fulfill that destiny. They are used greatly by Jesus to reveal 
His presence and majesty.

Evangelist – Lead in Unity

“Host”

“Trowel - Spreads message of love between all 
stones cementing them together.”

Greek Definition: "Preacher of the Good News"

Unity? Yes! Evangelists are very conscious of 
people that should be connected to the body of Jesus and are not. 
Evangelism is bringing people into the body of Christ that was not there 
before. They have a burden for completing or unifying the body into one. 
Their main purpose is to bring unity between unbelievers and God by 
introducing them into the Kingdom of God. Evangelists also train the 
believers how to minister to unbelievers. 

Pastor – Lead in Encourage

“Building Caretaker” 

“Level - Ensures stones are horizontally level with each other and 
rightly related.”
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Greek Definition: "a herdsman, sheepherder" - literally, "shepherd"

There is only one place in the New Testament (Ephesians 4:11) where 
the word pastor is used. But the verses about shepherds apply to the 
pastor because they use the same Greek word. They are the first line of 
protection, care, and nourishment of the believers in the church. Pastors 
are the primary encouragers of the body ministering compassion and 
mercy.

Teacher – Lead in Train

“Building Tour Guide”

“Chisel - Perfects the details of each stone.”

Greek Definition: “Instructor”

The teacher makes clear the Word of God with 
accuracy and simplicity – even on deep subjects. They are the 
primary trainers on the Bible, who God is, and how to do ministry. 
They also have the ability to apply the word of God to a person’s 
situation in order to give them steps to victory.

Teamwork

It takes all 5 offices to take care of the sheep and bring them to maturity. 
There is no one-man show in the New Testament church. Christians will 
not be balanced unless all five gifts are present. Where a gift is missing 
then the Christian will be unbalanced in that area.

Apostolic Church

What is meant by the term “Apostolic Church”? An apostolic church has 
Jesus as the head and working through the 5 offices led by an apostle. 
This means that the senior leader is not a pastor, teacher, or evangelist 
but an apostle. An apostolic church is different. It is constantly moving.  
It’s goal is changing people, families, communities, and nations into the 
likeness of Jesus. 
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“Apostolic ministry lays the foundation of Christ’s Lordship and the 
vision and values of His kingdom. We all then build upon that 

foundation.” Rice Broocks “Every Nation in our Generation”, pg. 192.
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Your Thoughts?

We have talked about the 5 gifts that Jesus uses 
to govern His church. But often a Church does 
not have those 5 gifts in its leadership. Many 
times the Senior Leader of a Church could be 

any one of these gifts. In order to help understand each of these gifts 
answer the following questions for each of the 5 gifts. What would a 
Church’s main emphasis be if the Senior Leader had this gift as his 
primary gift? What would the main characteristic of that Church?

Apostle:

Prophet:

Teacher:

Pastor:

Evangelist:
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Action Steps!

This next week think if you might have been given one 
of Jesus’ gifts. If you think so, write down below what 
you think it might be and why. 



   57

4  
Witnessing 

Dr. Taylor answered, “No, I went to China
because of my love for God.”
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Introduction

Dr. Hudson Taylor, the great missionary to China, was once asked, 
“Dr. Taylor, did you go to China because of your love

 for the Chinese? Dr. Taylor answered, “No, I went to China 
because of my love for God.”

We are partners with the Holy Spirit in bringing people to Jesus. He 
uses us, but it is not entirely up to us. First, the Holy Spirit has to call 
people to Jesus, and then the person has to respond to that calling. 
The Holy Spirit uses us to help in the calling process. We must be 
open and obedient to our part, but many people fail to recognize 
where their part starts and stops. This is where most of the frustration 
in witnessing comes from. This chapter is to help us to relax and 
understand our part when the opportunity comes up to share the 
gospel with someone.

Befriend an Unbeliever

God wants us to befriend unbelivers. This is the 
key to effective evangelism. He is constantly 
trying to show them His love and He needs you to 
be His hands and feet. He is the head and we 
take instructions from Him, but it is the feet and 
the hands who carry out the instructions. We 
want to befriend people for the long run, not just 
to get an opportunity to share the gospel and then 
leave. This is not true friendship and people will 
feel betrayed. Here are 3 steps to befriend 

someone.

To befriend people we must make our first step to relax and be 
ourselves. We make a mistake when we “switch into” witnessing 
mode. This turns people off because it is hypocrisy and we are not fun 
to be around. People want Jesus when they realize how He affects 
your life on a day by day basis. Act around unbelievers the way you 
act around your Christian friends. Sure, you may not be able to talk 
about the Bible or what God is doing in your life to the same depth, 
but you can still be yourself and mention these things. This actually 
draws people to you because they see life—the life of God— inside of 
you. Pray to God on whom He wants you to befriend.
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Make your second step to love and serve them. This is what Jesus 
did. He loved and served people. Show them love, pray for them 
regularly, and look for needs in their life to meet. Over time there will 
be opportunities to talk about Jesus with them. But this rarely happens 
at first. Paul confirms this approach in Rom. 2:4 Or do you show 
contempt for the riches of his kindness, tolerance and patience, not 
realizing that God’s kindness leads you toward repentance?

Your third step should be to look for opportunities 
to ask “spiritual” starter questions. This should not 
be first. Develop the relationship first, love and 
serve second, and then questions third. If the 
person thinks all you care about is getting them 
saved, then they will feel betrayed. It is the love of 
God that draws people unto them. You don’t have 
to be “hyper” to get someone saved, only obey 
the leadings of the Holy Spirit on the timing. 
There is an old phrase that goes something like 
this, “People don’t care how much you know, until 
they know how much you care.”

2 Peter 3:9 (NLT) The Lord isn’t really being 
slow about his promise to return, as some 

people think. No, he is being patient for your sake. He does not 
want anyone to perish, so he is giving more time for everyone to 
repent. 

Spiritual Starter Questions

The key to all of these questions is to actually pay attention and listen 
to the responses. Don’t have your ready made answers in hand to 
give back to them as quickly as they give you their answers. The goal 
is to understand what they are actually thinking so that you will know 
over time what to deal with. If the person thinks they are being 
quizzed they will stop talking. Care about their opinions. Their 
opinions are a part of who they are. Usually the person will repeat the 
question back to you after they share. This will give you the 
opportunity to share what you think. If not, the time will come.

 Are you interested in spiritual things?
 What has your experience of church been?
 What does it mean to be a real Christian to you?
 Who do you think Jesus is? 
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 How would you describe God?
 Would you like to have a closer relationship with God?

Evangelism Myths

Myth #1—Evangelism Means Meeting Strangers
The truth is that only a handful of people become 
a Christian through the witness of a stranger. It is 
almost always from friends, relatives, co-workers, 
etc. Just be a friend to an unbelieving friend.

Myth #2—Most People are Reached by One Person
Even though there may be one predominant person, when a person 
becomes a Christian it is a result of a progression of people that the 
Holy Spirit has used. So relax, you just have to share. Do not feel 
pressure to get them saved. It could be the next person that does that.

Myth #3—Evangelism means Saying just the Right Words
Showing a personal interest and accepting the other person is far 
more powerful than what we say. The words shared are important but 
actions speak much louder!

Myth #4—Conversion is Instanteous
People don’t respond to the gospel the first time they hear it. 
Understanding the gospel and then making the decision to turn your 
rights and decisions over to God usually takes time. Give people 
opportunities and time to make up their mind in order to truly make a 
repentant decision. You may be the first person to share the gospel 
with them or you may be the person they actually pray with. Be 
sensitive to the Holy Spirit to play the role you are supposed to play. 
John 4:37, “One sows and another reaps”.

Myth #5—Most people are reached by professional evangelists
Only 5% of people are led to the Lord by “professionals”. The most 
powerful evangelists are “ordinary” people.

Personal Story

Many times the best way to share the gospel is to give your own 
personal story or testimony. It is best to keep the sharing of your 
testimony or story to 10 minutes or less. All you have to do is tell 
people what you were like before meeting Jesus, how you met Jesus, 
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and then finish up with how it has affected your life. 

Invitation To A Group

Sometimes a good way to introduce people to 
Jesus is to invite them to your group. In the group 
they can realize that Christians are normal people 
that have fun! After the group is over with you can 
follow up with questions like the ones below:

 What did you think of the group?
 Did any of the discussion help you?
 Do you understand what it means to be a Christian?
 Have you ever personally trusted Jesus as your Savior and 

Lord?
 Would you like to become a Christian?

Be Open To The Holy Spirit’s 
Promptings

Be open to the Holy Spirit’s promptings about people. If we will pay 
attention the Holy Spirit will prompt us as to who to befriend, when to 
say something, etc. He cares more than us about that person 
becoming saved. If you will ask Him, He will lead you to opportunities. 
Don’t be shy—just do it!

How Do I Explain The Gospel?

It’s really not that hard. You became saved! You can just share what 
you know. But if you desire get a good witnessing tract like The Four 
Spiritual Laws by Campus Crusade for Christ. It has been used to 
probably win more people to the Lord than anything else. You could 
memorize these 4 laws and this would give you the basics. You could 
even go farther and memorize the main verse with each law as proof 
that this is what the Bible says. It wouldn’t take you but a short time to 
do this and it would give you the confidence you need to go forth!

Another way to explain the gospel besides The Four Spiritual Laws is 
the F.A.I.T.H. outline as explained at the end of this chapter. It uses 
your 5 fingers as a reminder of the basics of the gospel.
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What Happens After I Lead Them To 
The Lord?

Encourage your friend to quickly get involved in a group and attend 
the Gathering Services. Explain to them how they now have a spiritual 
family just like an earthly family. Let them know that this is the 
beginning of the journey and not the end. Their best days are ahead 
as they learn what it means to be a Christian. Next, encourage them 
to go through the Growth Manuals with you!
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Action Steps!

1. Take 30 minutes and make notes on your personal 
story. Take these notes and start rehearsing them so 
that you have them memorized into a nice 5-10 minute 
personal story. This will give you great confidence!

2. Pray and ask God how you could show the love of Jesus in a 
tangible way to an unbeliever this week.
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The Bridge Method for Witnessing
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The F.A.I.T.H Outline For Witnessing

An acronym that explains the plan of salvation with your 5 fingers. 
Start by memorizing what each letter means. Then go over the points 
for each letter and practicing repeating them back like a natual story. 

F – Forgiveness

 We can’t have eternal life in heaven without God’s forgiveness.
 We are not in good relationship with God because we have sinned 

against Him.

A – Available

 The good news is that Forgiveness is available. John 3:16 says 
that forgiveness is available for everyone.

 Even though forgiveness is available, it is not automatic!

I – Impossible

 It is impossible for God to allow sin into heaven. He is Love, but 
He is also Holy. He is also just. And His justice demands payment 
for transgressions. The Bible book Romans says that the wages of 
sin is death and all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of 
God. That’s why He can’t just overlook it.

 That’s why He has provided a way out. He doesn’t want anyone 
going to Hell.

T – Turn

 To get forgiveness we have to turn or change directions. The Bible 
calls this repentance.

 Repentance means we are turning from sin and to Jesus.
 We can only get in good relationship with God by accepting the 

penalty for sin through what Jesus accomplished on the Cross, 
which was being punished for us.

 The Bible says that if you confess that Jesus is Lord and believe 
then you will be saved.

 There is no other way. 

H – Heaven

 Heaven is the afterlife but it is also the here and now. Jesus said I 
have come to bring abundant life, this is not just for the afterlife 
but to make a difference in the here and now. Jesus said I go to 
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prepare a place for you and I will receive you unto myself so that 
where I am you can be also.

How Do I TURN my life over to Jesus?
Forsaking

All

I 

Trust

Him

Invite the person to trust in Jesus by praying a simple prayer 
confessing sins, stating that Jesus paid for those sins, ask for 
forgiveness of your sins and then thank Him for forgiving you and 
becoming your Lord.
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5  
Praying for the Sick

Sin and sickness entered the earth
 when they choose to follow their will 

and eat of the tree of knowledge of good and evil. 
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Introduction
God wants us all three parts of us healed – body, soul, and spirit. 

1 Thess. 5:23 May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you 
through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept 

blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

This is a concept that is often hard for our minds to understand 
because we have known so much sickness. But it is true! We have 
also experienced much sin but that doesn’t mean God wants us to 
walk in it. Just as we have to learn how to walk sin free by the power 
of the Holy Spirit and the Cross, we have to learn to walk in body and 
mental health the same way. It can be done!

Where did Sickness Come From?

It is important to understand where sickness came 
from to realize that it is not God’s will. The 
question I want to ask is this: Were Adam and Eve 
sick in the Garden of Eden? 

The answer is obviously no. Why? Because they ate of the tree of life. 
God set it up for them to be in a perfect environment as long as they 
rested and fed on Him. If sickness came from God and was in His 
original plan why did they not get sick in the Garden?

Sin and sickness entered the earth when they choose to follow their will 
and eat of the tree of knowledge of good and evil. 

Gen. 2:16-17  And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are 
free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it 

you will surely die.”

Sickness is the process or result of death in your body. 

But we are not left hopeless. Ever since the fall God has been helping 
man to get back to the tree of life again. This has been done through the 
sacrifice of lambs before the Cross and through the sacrifice of Jesus 
after the cross. 
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1 Cor. 15:45, " So it is written: “The first man Adam became a living 
being”; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit."  

Why shouldn't the last Adam take away all that the First Adam brought 
upon us? 

1 Cor. 15:22, " For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made 
alive."

Through the fall we lost everything. Through the cross Jesus recovered 
everything.

Healing Comes 5 Ways

We need to remember all healing comes by faith.  Faith is 
simply this – Believing that what God said He is going to do, 
He will do! 

Heb. 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, 
because anyone who comes to him must believe that he 
exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

There are 5 ways to be healed. They are listed here in order 
of the amount of faith required on our part to be healed. 

Amount of Faith  
Needed by Individual Method

Least 1. Supernatural, Instant Healing through 
Gift of Healing - 1 Cor. 12:9 (Chapter 2)

2. Doctors/Medical Profession, Medicine 
(God Can Use Doctors and give 
Supernatural Understanding of Body)
James 2:17 (Doctors are a good gift)

3. Elders Pray for You - James 5:14-15

4. Other Believers Pray With You the 
prayer of Agreement – Matthew 18:19-20

Most 5. Receive it Yourself in Faith & Prayer
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 Any of these methods are valid and OK ways to get healed! God wants 
you healed, that is the bottom line.

How To Pray For The Sick

The following model for ministry is one way of asking for God’s help 
(and interacting with His responses to our prayers) as we minister to 
those in need.  Remember God is the One who heals, and He loves to 
have you on His team! 

PREPARATION FOR PRAYING FOR THE SICK
Create Atmosphere Before Hand through Heart Focus and 

Worship.
Walk in Faith - When we ask for God’s help when we pray for 

others, expect an answer. 

HOW DO YOU PRAY FOR HEALING?         
5 Steps:  Interview – Discern – Pray – Test - Directions

Interview

(What Do 
you want 

me to pray 
for?)

Goal: To determine the need so we can pray 
specifically. Specifically is always better than general prayers.

1. Introduce yourself. Ask them what their name is. Be 
relational. Be friendly. Be genuine and loving. Don't be after 

the miracle first, show the love of God first. 

2.  Ask them what is going on.  What exactly does it feel  
     like? When did it start? What happened around the time of 

injury or pain? Have you dealt with this problem in the past? 
Has anyone tried to help you before? Do you know the 
cause of the sickness/pain? 

Listen Well. Give them your full attention. You can be direct 
with questions, but do it lovingly. Listen with two sets of 
ears.  Use your experience, knowledge, what you know to 
be true about life and listen to the Holy Spirit for revelatory 
insight. Maintain focus - too much information may be 
superfluous. Large amounts of medical history or other 
detailed information isn’t always helpful. 

3. Interview is complete when you know what the need is 
and are ready to ask the Lord how to pray. 

Remember: You are not filling the role of counselor, nor is it 
a time of fellowship. Just listen. Use the brief interview as a 
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springboard that assists you in how to pray. 

Discern

(Why Does 
the Person 
Have This 

Condition?)

1. Ask the Holy Spirit, "Lord, is there anything you want to 
tell me about this situation?"

Is it natural or supernatural? Sometimes this overlaps with 
the first step of the interview.  You may get words about 
relationships, past hurts, addictions, obsessions, opinions 
held against them, etc.  Sometimes you may ‘see’ pictures, 
maybe of body parts, maybe a warm glow, etc.  The 
objectives of Steps 1 & 2 are to get to the point where we 
know enough about the person’s condition to choose a 
prayer strategy. 

If you do not have a specific leading from the Lord on how 
to pray for the person or situation, pray according to the 
person’s request and see if God gives you additional 
information as you continue praying. Don’t be afraid to 
begin praying. You don’t have to make things happen. You 
can rely on God to do what He wants to do. 

2. Choose a direction based on the cause & discernment 
of you have gotten. Will be 1 of 4 ways most of the time: 

1. Physical Healing - Disease, injury, or accident
2. Emotional Condition - Emotional scarring or trauma
3. Unresolved Sin - Immorality, stealing, dishonesty, 

unforgiveness, or bitterness
4. Demonic Spirit afflicting the Person - The illness may 

be caused by a demonic spirit.

Pray

(Ask the 
Lord for His 
Presence)

1. Empty yourself, 'dial down' - Chill Out - don't get too 
religious. Advise them to relax rather than pray.

2. Ask the Lord for His Presence.  Invite the Holy Spirit to 
come so that you can be a partner with Him. He's a person, 

not a formula. 

3. Start by praying in tongues

4. Start to Pray. You get the healing anointing as soon as you 
ask. Speak to the afflicted area in the name of Jesus by 

faith. i.e. “I command in the name of Jesus that this knee be 
healed, life into the ligaments. I release healing in Jesus 
name.” or "I break the power of this disease and I tell it to 
go!"
 Remember, you are fighting for the person you are 

praying for. 
 Speak out what you’re getting from God for the person. "I 

believe the Lord is saying ;" or "Does this mean anything 
to you (then give word for what you are seeing or feeling 
or sensing from God)?" 
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5. Lay on Hands (Appropriately). Ask before you touch 
them.

Demonic Spirits: if while you are praying, the pain starts 
to move or gets worse, you know you are dealing with an 
afflicting spirit. The demon must be dealt with first before 
there can be physical healing. If you know the door, have 
them to close the door, and take authority and tell the 
demons to go. "In the Name of Jesus, I rebuke you, evil 
spirit!" or "I command you to go!" Then go back to praying 
as if it is a physical condition. The person now has the 
ability to get physical healing.

6. Avoid emotional 'work-ups'.

7. Wait - the most difficult step!  Usually, you'll see 
something within 30 - 60 seconds, but not always. Keep your 
eyes open (or peek a lot). We miss much of what He does by 
not looking 

Test

(How Does 
it Feel 
Now?)

1. Ask them how it is going?  Does it hurt the same before 
we prayed? They need to know what is happening and you 

need to know what is happening. We need to know what 
Jesus is doing.

2. Tell them that whatever they give thanks for - 
multiplies. Bread and Fish model. Focus on what He is doing. 

Give thanks for what is happening for the 5%.

3. Give thanks and pray again - keep doing as long as 
there is something getting better - another 5%? 

 Briefly wait until you sense His Presence & pray 
again.
 Repeat as necessary.
 Pray as long as there is something happening and 
they are engaged and your faith is high.
 The Holy Spirit will move in a "wave-like fashion" over 
the prayee. 

4. Determine if you should continue. 
Indications that ministry may be complete:  Visible relief, a 
sense (from the pray-ee) that s/he needs to move on, the 
Spirit "drying up.", externals. Never force ministry on a 
person.

Indications that ministry may need to go on: An openness 
to receive more prayer by the pray-ee, the confirmation of a 
word or vision shared in the interview, the knowledge that 
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God isn’t done. 

Directions

(What to Do 
Next)

1. Tell them to pay close attention to it over the next 24-48 
hours. Tell them God is still doing something and give 

God thanks every time it gets better. Many healings occur 
over the next 1-2 days.

2. You then bless them as the first step to dismissing 
them.

3. Recap the wonderful ministry of our Lord. As an 
indication of affirmation and worth, share again how God has 
met 

them: "I really sensed a lot of heat on your back.", "Did you 
sense how the Spirit's Presence deepened during the 
prayers?" 

4. Give them a meaningful touch, A handshake or 
appropriate hug, Expression of worth like "Jesus loves you, 
you’re 

going to do fine." Give a prediction of the Lord's increase of 
faith, hope, and love like: "I know God will be faithful over 
this”. Close by saying "let me know how it turns out. I am 
praying for you." Dismiss them with honor. 

 
POSSIBLE SUGGESTIONS TO FURTHERING THE 
HEALING PROCESS: 
 Encourage person to be in an attitude of continuing to 

receive from God. The person can expect to continue to 
receive God’s love, grace and mercy as outlined in 
scripture. Encourage them to not listen to the enemy’s lies 
anymore, turn from sin (if relevant) and continue to review 
God’s promises. 

 Spend regular time in worship and developing intimate 
relationship with the Father through bible reading, prayer 
and meditation. 

 Practice speaking in tongues and singing in the Spirit.
 Share what is going on with a close accepting friend.
 Trust in God.
 Remember that growth, health, forgiveness and recovery 

are a process.
 Get involved in small groups to facilitate intimacy and 

relationship.
 Refer to counseling and/or classes with discretion.
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Additional Thoughts On Healing

1. Pray according to the faith of the person. Knowing the different ways 
healing comes is important. Before we pray for the sick we need to ask 
them how they want us to pray. Healing comes by faith and we need to 
find out where their faith is at. If their faith is for the doctors to heal them 
then that is how we are to pray for them. If their faith is for a 
supernatural gift of healing that is how we pray. Pray with the other 
person according to their faith.

 For example, people will often pray that an upcoming operation will be 
a success, or their medicine will work, etc. You then pray for the 
success of the operation and their medicine. You have to meet people 
where they are at. It’s OK if their faith is in doctors. That's better than 
thinking they should do nothing and possible die.

Never tell someone they need more faith to be healed. It will just put 
shame, guilt, and condemnation on people and is counter productive.

2. If you want to see supernatural healing you have to believe in 
supernatural healing. See the sections below on verses of healing in 
the Old and New Testament. Study and meditate on these until you 
know that it is God’s will for everyone to be healed. You have to 
believe that healing is for today, or else the sick won’t recover when 
you lay hands on them.

1 Peter 2:24 (NLT) He personally carried away our sins in his own 
body on the cross so we can be dead to sin and live for what is 

right. You have been healed by his wounds!

 3. You have to believe that you personally have been commissioned 
by the Lord Jesus Christ himself to cast out devils and heal 
sicknesses, or you will never cast them out.

Mark 16:17-18 (NLT) 17These signs will accompany those who 
believe: They will cast out demons in my name, and they will speak 

new languages. 18They will be able to handle snakes with safety, 
and if they drink anything poisonous, it won’t hurt them. They will 

be able to place their hands on the sick and heal them.”

1 John 2:27, "As for you, the anointing you received from him 
remains in you..."
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 4. Anoint with Oil if possible. Oil is symbolic of 
the Holy Spirit.

Mark 6:13 (NLT) And they cast out many 
demons and healed many sick people, anointing 

them with olive oil.

James 5:14-15 (NLT) 14Are any among you 
sick? They should call for the elders of the 

church and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in 
the name of the Lord. 15And their prayer offered in faith will heal the 

sick, and the Lord will make them well. And anyone who has 
committed sins will be forgiven.

5. Ask in the name of Jesus based on the Word of God.

Philippians 2:9-11 (NLT) 9Because of this, God raised him up to the 
heights of heaven and gave him a name that is above every other 

name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue will 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

John 14:13-14 (NLT) 13You can ask for anything in my name, and I 
will do it, because the work of the Son brings glory to the Father. 

14Yes, ask anything in my name, and I will do it!

Healing does not come based on a formula but in the name of Jesus. 
All sickness must bow before the name of Jesus. We ask for things 
that Jesus may be glorified.

 1 Peter 2:24 (NLT) He personally carried away our sins in his own 
body on the cross so we can be dead to sin and live for what is 
right. You have been healed by his wounds!

The scriptures are clear that the Word of God says sickness is not 
God’s will. Sickness must leave our body and line up with what the 
Word of God says about it.

6. Pray with faith remembering that it is God that does the healing and 
not us. It is not about the volume or the emotions of our prayers. It is 
all about faith in God to heal.

James 5:15 “And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick 
person well; the Lord will raise him up…”
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7. The following position on medicine should always be followed: 
ALWAYS TAKE MEDICINE UNTIL THE MANIFESTION OF HEALING 
IS THERE! Many ask, “I'm supposed to believe God, aren't I?” Yes, but 
believe for the symptoms to be gone. Get a confirmation from your 
doctor, if necessary, before stopping. Never tell someone to stop their 
medicine. It is not a lack of faith to take medicine – it is wisdom. If it is a 
true healing by God then the need for medicine to be stopped will be 
evident to all.

 Please be aware that sometimes the healing is instant! Sometimes the 
healing is gradual. Sometimes Jesus’ prayer for the sick were not 
instantly answered - Luke 17:11-14, "...as they went, they were 
cleansed."

Healing Verses In Old Testament

 Ex. 15:26  Jehovah-Rapha - "I am the Lord thy Physician" or "I am the 
Lord that healeth thee"
1 Peter 2:24, Isa. 53:5, "...for by His wounds you were healed."
Prov. 4:20-22, "...and health to all their whole body..."
Ps. 105:37, "Then He brought them forth also with silver and gold; and 
there was not one feeble person among their tribes." 
Ps. 103:3, "...heals all your diseases..."
Ex. 15:26, "And He said, 'If you will give earnest heed to the voice of the 
Lord your God, ...I will put none of the disease on you which I have put 
on the Egyptians; for I, the Lord, am your healer."
Duet. 7:12,15, "...because you listen to these judgments...will remove 
from you all sickness; and He will not put on you any of the harmful 
diseases of Egypt..."
Ex. 23:25-26, "But you shall serve the Lord your God,...I will remove 
sickness from your midst..." 
Psalms 107:20, "He sent His word and healed them,..."

 Healing Verses In New Testament

Jesus went about teaching and healing all everywhere He went.
Matt. 4:23-24, "...healing every kind of disease and every kind of 
sickness among the people...brought to Him all who were ill...and He 
healed them."
Matt. 8:16, "...healed all who were ill..."
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Matt. 9:35, "...and healing every kind of disease and every kind of 
sickness."
Matt. 14:14, "...healed their sick."
Matt 14:34-35, "...brought to Him all who were sick;...and as many as 
touched it were cured."

Jesus said I have come to do the will of the Father. Every where He 
went He healed. This must be the will of the Father. Jn. 6:38, "For I have 
come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who 
sent Me." 

Jesus not one time made them sick or said He wasn't going to heal to 
teach them something. Jesus said in Jn. 14:9,  “Anyone who has seen 
Me has seen the Father”. If Jesus was doing the will of the Father, and 
sickness is the will of Father, then don't you think Jesus would have 
made someone sick at least one time?

If we aren't taught by sickness, how are we taught? John 14:26, "But the 
Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will 
teach you all things..." The Holy Spirit teaches you!

 God brings Good Gifts. James 1:17, "Every good thing bestowed and 
every perfect gift is from above, ..." 

Matt. 7:9-11, "..his son shall ask him for a loaf, will give him a 
stone?...how much more shall your Father who is in heaven give what is 

good to those who ask Him!"

How Do You Obtain Healing For 
Yourself?

1. Believe it is the will of God for you!

 2. Renew your mind with Scriptures on healing. Fill yourself up!

 3.  Matt. 7:7-8, "Ask, and it shall be given to You..."

4. What do you do when symptoms reappear? Rebuke the devil 
according to James 4:7. Here are some example rebukes:

"Fear, I resist you. I refuse to fear."
"Doubt, I resist you. I refuse to doubt."
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"Sickness, I resist you. I refuse to be sick"
"I resist you in Jesus' name. You must go!"

When symptoms return, we are often tempted to say, "I thought I was 
healed. I guess I was wrong." If this happens, start rebuking again! 
Remember what John 10:10, says, "The thief comes to steal...".

 5. Ask God for areas in your life that have sin and need to be dealt with. 
James 5:16, Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for 
each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man 
is powerful and effective.

 For further study the following book is recommended:
“Healing the Sick” by T.L. Osborn, Harrison House, Original Copyright 
1951.
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Your Thoughts?

1. Have you ever experienced personally the 
supernatural gift of healing?

2. Why do some people say that it is God’s will that you are sick?

3. How would you answer the common belief that God teaches you 
through sickness?

4. Have you ever seen someone healed through prayer? Explain.

5. What is the main thing that hinders you from praying for the sick? 
What could change that?
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Action Steps!

Look for someone that is not feeling well this week and 
ask them if you can pray for their health to return!
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6  
Inner Healing

Outer hurts are scrapes and bruises 
that affect our physical bodies. 

Inner hurts affect our soul.
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Introduction

We have all suffered hurts and wounds from the 
words and actions of others. These especially 
hurt when they are from our spouse. But they 
also hurt when spoken from anyone that we are 
close to and admire. We call these hurts and 
wounds inner hurts as opposed to outer hurts. 
Outer hurts are scrapes and bruises that affect 

our physical bodies. Inner hurts affect our souls – mind and emotions. 
We may not be able to see them on the outside but they hurt just as 
much. 

Many wounds come from our childhood. Other wounds come from 
people in positions of authority over us. Other wounds come from our 
spouses. We often try to ignore these hurtful words and actions. But 
eventually they come to the surface just like a skin wound. These 
wounds must be dealt with or they will keep us from being whole and 
free in the Lord. This chapter describes some of the common inner 
hurts and how to get healing for them. 

“He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds” Psalms 
147:3

Common Causes of Inner Wounds

1. Rejection

Various words and actions can cause rejection. Rejection is caused 
when someone says or does something that makes us feel like we 
have no value. Many things can cause this. Here are some common 
ones:

 From a parent who did not really want us as a child.
 A spouse who rejects or even divorces us.
 When a pregnant mother is mad about her pregnancy
 When your parents show preference to one sibling over you
 When children are publicly embarrassed or shamed

2. Anger
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When someone has an anger problem it is a reflection of some 
unresolved issue in their heart. People that are angry are also angry 
at something that has or hasn’t happened. We need to get to the root 
cause and deal with it by the power of the Cross.

3. Blaming One Another

Many times people cannot accept blame or admit that they are wrong. 
This is because their self-esteem has become so fragile that they 
cannot accept any criticism or guidance. They are always blaming 
someone else for their shortcomings. It is a sign of maturity to be able 
to acknowledge our mistakes without it destroying who we are. We 
need to learn that we are secure in the love of the Father and not in 
what we do. 

4. Hurtful Words

We all have been hurt and we have hurt with our 
words. Our tongues are often used as sharp 
knives that cut other people. Proverbs 18:21 
says “The tongue has the power of life and 
death, and those who love it will eat its fruit.” 
This produces resentment in us and often 

causes us to either lash out at others or to retreat inward. It is 
important to learn to forgive others that have hurt us and release them 
from the pain they have caused us. 

5. Physical Abuse

Often we have been subjected to various kinds of physical abuse. 
This causes deep emotional wounds in us. It is only through the 
power of the Cross that these inner wounds can be healed. But I tell 
you that they can as we learn to walk in the power of the Cross!

Steps to Inner (Emotional) 
Healing

1. Identify Wrong Behavior(s)
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Help the person RECOGNIZE the specific wrong coping behavior(s) 
that they are using in handling their hurts. If possible, help them 
identify where it started in the past and when. This will often help the 
person to understand why they react the way they do. When people 
realize the source of their behavior it makes it easier to change their 
behavior. Spend time sharing with the person that these behaviors 
need to change or it will prevent them from getting the healing they 
need 

2. Confess the Wrong Behavior and ask God for Help

Lead the person to CONFESS the specific behavior along with the 
reason that they started the behavior to God. Help the person to take 
responsibility for how they began the habit and to ask God for the 
power to change. Ask God that the behavior be put to death in their 
life by the power of the Cross. These are not mere words, but a 
genuine acknowledgment that the behavior is automatic, out of 
control, and harmful to others and themselves. Therefore the person 
is expressing a real desire to put the behavior to death.

3. Forgive the One(s) Who Hurt Them

Lead the person to FORGIVE the one(s) who hurt them and caused 
them to respond incorrectly. This may take time to become genuine.
This is one of the hardest steps. Pause and think about who has 
wronged you, rejected you, or wounded you. Ask God for the help and 
strength to forgive the person who has hurt you. 

Some times we are mad because a circumstance did not work out the 
way we wanted it to. In those cases, we have to release the 
disappointment to God and ask Him to redeem it for our good. 
Romans 8:28 says that God will do this. Sometimes we have to 
forgive God. We often subconsciously blame Him because He didn’t 
intervene in the situation and keep it from working out the way it did.

Only as we forgive will we then be truly released from the person, 
circumstance, or God who has hurt us. Mark 11:25 And when you 
stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so 
that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins.” It is all right to 
express your feelings openly. Sometimes we have to have an 
emotional release to the emotional wounds. 
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Lead the person in prayer to forgive themselves if necessary. Romans 
8:1 says, “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are 
in Christ Jesus”. Don’t let your past haunt you or shame and guilt 
consume you. Many times we think we deserve what we got or we 
blame ourselves inordinately. These thoughts too must be taken to 
the cross. Forgive yourself – Jesus’ death on the cross can also 
forgive you! II Corinthians 5:17 states, “Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”

4. Return to Jesus with all of your heart! 

Call upon Jesus to RESURRECT new life and 
new responses in your behavior. This takes time 
to become reality but there is power after such a 
prayer. Matthew 11:28-30 says, “Come to me, all 
you who are weary and burdened, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn form 
me, for I am gently and humble in heart, and you 

will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is
light.”

5. Ask Jesus for New Ways to Respond

When a situation arises that provokes the old behavioral response cry 
out to God for the correct way to respond. He will give you insight and 
power to change your behaviors. He will show you a new way to 
respond. 

Caution the person to not allow any bitterness, hatred, revenge, or 
rebellion to stay in their heart. This will be a battle but run to Jesus for 
help. Do not allow old habit patterns to return and occupy their heart. 
Maintain an atmosphere of forgiveness. Don’t try to get revenge or 
make the other person pay. This obviously takes time and discipline to 
become a new habit or to develop character in this area but it will 
happen! Encourage discipline for walking in the new way that Jesus 
gives. One way to do this is to read appropriate passages of Scripture 
over you. The Word is like healing oil. It will soothe and heal the hurt 
places.
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Your Thoughts?

Pick one of the following counseling situations 
and outline the general approach you would use if 
you were their group leader or pastor

Situation 1. A person comes to you as a group leader and they are 
very very angry at their spouse because they found out they had been 
lied to. How would you proceed as their group leader?

Situation 2. A person comes to you and says that they are tormented 
by guilt because of a sin they did in their youth. They want free from 
the guilt because it affects every part of their life. How would you 
counsel the person to help them get free?

Situation 3. A person tells you that they can’t go into leadership 
because they don’t believe they can succeed. They then proceed to 
tell you that their parents constantly put them down when they were 
little. How would you proceed with this person?
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Action Steps!
Have there been times you were rejected, abused, or 
hurt that when you think about the situation it still 
brings up pain? Most of us do. For each of these hurts 
get in a quiet alone place with God and walk through 
the 5 steps to inner healing outlined above. Take your 
time as you go through the five steps. Do not get in a 

hurry. Pray through each step and allow God to talk to you as you go 
through it. If there are several hurts to work through you may not be 
able to walk through all of them at once. It is normal to not take more 
than one at a time. When a hurt has been worked through it will leave 
you weak so it is wise to take a time of rest. Then when you feel 
strong again work through the next hurt. 
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7  
How to Prophecy

It is God’s heart to strengthen, encourage,
 and comfort His children
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Introduction

One part of giving words from the Holy Spirit to people is through the 
gift of prophecy.

1 Cor. 14:1 Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts, 
especially the gift of prophecy.

1 Cor. 14:39a Therefore, my brothers, be eager to prophesy…

It is a valuable and needed gift. It is 1 of the 9 gifts available to us 
from the Holy Spirit. But it is one that the Lord wants us to use 
regularly to keep each other strong in our Faith.

1 Cor. 14:1,3 Follow the way of love and eagerly desire 
spiritual gifts, especially the gift of prophecy…. everyone who 

prophesies speaks to men for their strengthening, 
encouragement and comfort.

It is God’s heart to strengthen, encourage, and comfort His children. 
The gift of prophecy through us to others is one way that He 
communicates these things to His children. It is a privilege, honor, and 
great responsibility to speak for the Lord. 

What Is Prophecy?

Prophecy is “hearing” from God and speaking 
what you hear in order to build, comfort, or 
encourage someone. However, prophecy is not 
speaking human encouragement; it is speaking 
divine encouragement. 

Prophecy shows God’s heart. If He desires for 
everyone to prophesy, then He desires for 

everyone to be a channel of building, comforting, and encouragement 
to others. Many people view God just waiting to discipline or correct 
us. That is so opposite of who He is. 

He wants everyone to be built up, comforted, and encouraged. That is 
why He says everyone can prophesy. He wants His Spirit working 
through our spirit to everyone! Prophecy shows God’s heart of an 
encourager. He wants you to succeed! 
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How To Get A Prophecy for Others

Many people want to prophesy but have never been taught how. 
Listed below are 4 steps to help teach you how to get a prophecy for 
someone. There was some hesitation in listing out 4 steps. Many 
people are intimidated by steps and it also makes the whole process 
seem very mechanical. However, this is probably the best method to 
show you that there is nothing mystical about the gift of prophecy – 
only supernatural.

1. Be open to prophecy. It is amazing how many Christians do not 
believe that the gifts of the Holy Spirit are for them. Believe that they 
are for you and not the super Christian. They are for all Christians and 
God is no respecter of persons. 

If you don’t believe they are for you then guess what? You won’t 
prophesy. God does not force anything on you.

2. The second thing to do is to relax. We need to realize it is not about 
you but the Holy Spirit desiring to use you to bless others. If we get all 
tense trying to generate a prophecy nothing will happen. Many times 
people try so hard to get a prophecy that they are consumed with that 
act and can never hear God. The very act of trying becomes all 
consuming.

3. Ask the Holy Spirit for prophetic words for specific people. 
Remember words are for people. It is not generally successful to walk 
into a group of people and ask for a word for anybody. Please note 
that many times God will do this when you are not asking for a word 
but this is a different situation.

If you feel that you are to get a word for someone, or desire to do so, 
then relax and look at the other person and start praying for them. Ask 
the Lord for something to bless them with. Ask God what is on His 
heart for that person. Ask Him what He would say to the person if He 
was here in the flesh right now. 

When we make giving the word about blessing that person from God 
we are in tune with His heart and He will respond.

Many times when you meet someone God will cause you to notice the 
person in an unusual way. You may have an unusual concern for 
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them. You may feel a compassion for them. If you feel this when you 
meet someone then immediately start praying to yourself and ask God 
why you feel this way. There could be many reasons for this feeling. 

God may be asking you to intercede for them. He may want you to 
befriend them. But He may also want you to give them a word. Many 
times God uses compassion as an attention getter for people He 
wants us to minister to. Be open to what is going on inside of you 
when you get around people. Remember from chapter 2 that God 
leads through impressions when we learn to recognize them. 

4. Walk with the Holy Spirit continually. The gift of 
prophecy flows out of this walk. If you have a 
healthy vibrant walk with the Holy Spirit and have 
learned to hear His voice in other parts of your life, 
then flowing in the gift of prophecy is not hard. 

Live in a place of worship and closeness to the 
Holy Spirit. This is the key to all of life, especially 
being used in His gifts.

One of the best keys to flowing in the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit is to speak in tongues often. Speaking 

in tongues edifies you, but it also gives you revelation for other people 
and events in life. 

3 Parts of a Prophecy

Each prophecy has 3 parts:

1. Revelation or Word - This is the exact actual word or picture that 
you receive from God. The word by itself may mean nothing to you or 
even the person receiving the word. This is where we ask, “What did 
you see or hear”?

2. Interpretation - This is the understanding of what the word means. It 
could be realizing that the word is symbolic and applying those 
symbols to the circumstances or people around us. This is where we 
ask, “What is God actually saying”?

3. Application - This is where we ask, “What do we do with this word”? 
This may take some time to understand what God wants. This is 
usually the responsibility of the one receiving the word and not the 
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one giving the word.

How To Give A Prophecy

Once we get a word or prophecy – we mean the same thing with 
these two words – how do we give it to the person? 

1. Give it like the Holy Spirit would give it – with LOVE!

1 Corinthians 13:2 (NLT) If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I knew 
all the mysteries of the future and knew everything about 

everything, but didn’t love others, what good would I be?...

The nature of prophetic ministry is to impart hope. It is to be limited to 
words of encouragement, building and comfort (I Cor. 14:3).  Please 
note that prophecy is not for correction or rebuke.

Do not prophesy negatively. Instead prophesy the promise of God. 
For example, if God shows you someone has struggles with 
depression, then prophesy the joy, liberty, and freedom that God 
wants to release to them. The Lord often shows you something 
negative in order to encourage the person to push on to the promise.

2. Ask permission before giving a word or praying 
for someone. Just because we have a word 
doesn’t mean we can violate that person’s 
sovereignty and boundaries. Pray about the 
timing of giving the word. It might not be God’s 
will to give the word immediately. Sometimes God 

has us wait for a different timing in order for Him to get the person 
ready to receive the word. 

3. Definitely ask permission before laying hands on them. Do not lay 
hands on anyone of the opposite sex without another person of the 
opposite sex there. This is a recipe for false accusations that the devil 
can use against you.

4. Don't add your interpretation, explanation, or application either before, 
during, or after the word. Just say what the Holy Spirit tells you to say. It 
may just be a word or sentence that means nothing to you but it may 
mean everything to the person receiving it. Or it may mean something to 
them later. You don’t have to know what it means to mean something to 
the person. 
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1 Corinthians 13:12 Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; 
then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know 

fully, even as I am fully known.

5. As a general rule don’t say, “Thus saith the Lord”. Say instead, "I think 
the Lord is saying ...." or "This is what I am hearing ..., does it mean 
anything to you?" Don't say, "Thus saith the Lord" unless you're sure. It's 
a dangerous thing to say you speak for God when you might be wrong. 
You can still be a blessing without saying "God says...".

6. Be yourself! Don’t imitate how others pray, prophecy, preach, etc. 
Be the personality God created you to be. Stay loose. We prophesy 
most effectively from a position of peace, not one of striving.  

Definitely, don’t start speaking in King James English unless this is 
how you talk all day long!

When you prophecy use the same voice tone 
that you use in a normal conversation with 
people. It is interesting to see how some 
people will get louder and more aggressive 
when they start prophesying. Usually this is a 
learned behavior that they think causes the 
word to be more powerful or have more 

authority. Often times, the longer they talk the louder they get. The 
result is usually a hand clap or applause from the audience if it is a 
corporate word. 

This behavior is not wrong but it makes absolutely no difference to the 
power or authority of the word. It may move your emotions, but it will 
not move anything else if it is not from God. In addition, you may be 
inferring to the people that God has the same type of emotions about 
the word as you do when giving it. That may or may not be true.

Don’t try to be super-spiritual and just be yourself. There is no such 
thing as super-spiritual. Usually what we call super-spiritual is just the 
religion of men. If you find someone that acts bizarre and eccentric 
when prophesying, you can be certain that most of their prophecies 
are also just plain wrong and retrieved from their soul and not the 
Spirit.

7. Generally, our prophetic gift must grow over time. So don’t get 
discouraged if the initial words or impressions are very general. They 
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will become more specific as you grow in the gift. 

It is important to realize, that mature ministry has the ability to take 
complex issues and make them simple enough for a child to 
understand. The language of life from God is being able to 
communicate profound truths simply. Otherwise, we are probably just 
speaking the language of religion that tries to impress others.

You will find that as you mature in your gift your words generally grow 
shorter but with more meat. This is how God talks to us. He does not 
ramble on and have lengthy discussions. He knows what He wants to 
say and He says it.

8. Smile when you prophesy. Your body and 
voice tone can say as much as what your mouth 
says. 

9. It must agree with the Word of God - Period. Doctrine is not 
determined by prophecy.

10. Does the prophecy glorify Jesus? Or does it subtly highlight you, the 
person, your ministry, or gift? Beware of people that you see this 
happening with.

John 16:14 (NLT) He will bring me glory by revealing to you 
whatever he receives from me.

1 Corinthians 12:3 (NLT) So I want you to know how to discern what 
is truly from God: No one speaking by the Spirit of God can curse 

Jesus, and no one is able to say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy 
Spirit.

Rev. 19:10b …For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.

11. Be willing for your prophecy to be judged by others.  

1 Cor. 14:29-32, "... and the others should weigh carefully what is 
said... spirits of prophets are subject to the control of prophets..."

12. Do not prophesy with anger or harshness. Many people prophesy 
that God is angry in someway. This is not true. The anger you feel is 
an unresolved problem you have. If you feel anger, walk away and be 
quiet. Angry style prophecies curse people and don’t bless them. God 
is not a God of condemnation (Romans 8:1). Prophecy is for 
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encouragement or it’s not God.

Moses lost the opportunity to go into the Promised Land because of 
his anger towards the people. 

Num. 20:9-12  9So Moses took the staff from the LORD’S 
presence, just as he commanded him. 10He and Aaron gathered the 

assembly together in front of the rock and Moses said to them, 
“Listen, you rebels, must we bring you water out of this rock?” 11Then 
Moses raised his arm and struck the rock twice with his staff. Water 
gushed out, and the community and their livestock drank. 12But the 
LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “Because you did not trust in me 

enough to honor me as holy in the sight of the Israelites, you will not 
bring this community into the land I give them.”

13. If God shows to you some sin around the person don’t assume 
that they are in it. In most cases God is revealing to you what the 
enemy has planned for the person and not what is currently 
happening. Prophesy is a way to warn people of what the enemy is
planning. 1 Corinthians 13:7 says that love hopes all things and 
believes all things. In all ministry, we should start from the position of 
hoping and believing that people want to do all the right thing. Most 
Christians are trying and we don’t assume that their intentions or 
behavior is bad.

14. The following are examples of things not to prophesy. These are 
areas that should be left to the 5-fold offices.

 That someone should move to a town or area of the country.
 That someone should give money to any ministry – especially 

yours.
 Pregnancy or the sex of unborn children.
 That someone should marry a particular person.

 That someone is in an office like apostle 
or prophet. We may say we see building or 
prophetic gifts, but do not call someone an 
apostle or prophet. Only 5-Fold Office 
holders can call forth offices.

15. Do not prophesy to children without their 
parents. The parents are the spiritual authorities 
of the children and are responsible for them. 
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Children need their parents to properly interpret what is happening.

16. Give your prophecy in the presence of one or two witnesses. This 
insures accuracy and protection.

“Two or three prophets should speak, and the others should weigh 
carefully what is said.” I Cor. 14:29. 

17. We are to guard against prophesying out of our soul or other’s 
souls. Many times we are hurt and wounded. As a result we can sub-
consciously project our hurts and wounds onto another when we 
prophesy if we don’t make the distinction between what is going on in 
us and what the Spirit is wanting to say. 

Sometimes when we prophesy over people we can feel the hurts and 
wounds in their emotions and we prophesy accordingly. We have to 
be careful to discern between us and God.

Be sure that what God is showing you in your personal life does not 
affect your prophecy. Many times people will prophesy to others what 
is in fact a word for them.

18. Do not counsel anyone in these sessions. We 
are here to prophesy, not counsel. Encourage 
each person who receives a prophecy to ask 
Jesus to confirm and to give them application. 
Our purpose is to direct them to God. Counseling 
needs to be left to the person’s group leader or 
pastor.

19. Prophecy often includes the additional spiritual gifts of a word of 
knowledge, word of wisdom, or discerning of spirits. As a general rule 
be careful and slow in speaking these words. Generally, these are 
given to people with whom we have an ongoing relationship and can 
help them to apply the truths on a daily basis. We are to take such 
revelation that God gives us and ask Him what we are to do with the 
truths. He may ask us to intercede for a period of time and later He 
may show us how to release the truths into their lives. It is not to be a 
‘hit and run’ action. 

20. Do not induce people to certain behaviors or reactions when you 
pray for them; for example, “slain in the Spirit” (pushing people down).
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21. Don’t repeat someone else’s word to a person as if it is your own. 
Give credit to where credit is due. Many times people do this in order 
to look spiritual themselves. When we do this we are devaluing the 
word and we are making ourselves to be liars.

22. Be submissive to the Pastor and your group leader in regards to 
the timing of giving your word.

Special Note on Prophecy Given in a 
Corporate Gathering

There are some special guidelines outlined in Scripture for prophecies 
given by a person in a large group setting.

1 Cor. 14:29-33  29Two or three prophets should speak, and the 
others should weigh carefully what is said. 30And if a revelation comes 

to someone who is sitting down, the first speaker should stop. 31For 
you can all prophesy in turn so that everyone may be instructed and 

encouraged. 32The spirits of prophets are subject to the control of 
prophets. 33For God is not a God of disorder but of peace. As in all the 

congregations of the saints,

1. The prophecies need to be given one at a time. This seems 
obvious, but evidently in the Corinthian church there were people who 
were giving prophecies at the same time as other people. The 
Scriptures repeat here that all may prophesy, just do it one at a time. 

This is basic human courtesy. In addition, who can listen to two 
prophecies at once being said in different parts of the room? Do you 
think the Holy Spirit would interrupt Himself with another prophecy 
from somebody else in the room if He hasn’t finished the first word 
yet?

2. It is very important for all prophecies to be judged. This is especially 
true for a prophecy given in a corporate meeting. If a word is given 
publicly and it contradicts the Scripture or the characteristics of God it 
need to be judged publicly in love. If nothing is said about the word 
from the leaders of the church, then new or immature believers may 
believe that word is of God. This is a quick way to cause confusion 
and error to enter the church.

3. The prophecies should be sensitive to the flow of the service. Just 
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as the Holy Spirit does not interrupt Himself, He also does not 
interfere with Himself. 

1 Cor. 14:40 But everything should be done in a fitting and orderly 
way.

For example, if you have a word for the church and it involves praising 
the Lord or some demonstrative action and the atmosphere of the 
service is worship, then hold your word till the atmosphere changes. 
Your word may be from God but the timing to give it is not now. It’s 
important to get the word, but just as important is the timing to give 
the word. 

Many times you may get a word before the meeting even starts. But it 
may be at the end of the meeting before the timing to give it is given. 
Become a student of what the Holy Spirit is doing and fit your word in 
with that. Do not make the Holy Spirit fit in with the word He gave you. 
The Holy Spirit’s agenda is first. Your word will be given at the 
appropriate time if you pay attention to the bigger picture. 

How To Receive A Prophecy

What should we do if someone gives us a prophecy? How should we 
receive it? 

1. It should confirm something the Lord has spoken 
to you. Light bulbs should go off inside of you: "Oh 
Yeah, That's right". If it doesn't confirm, it may still 
be from God. Go to Him and ask if there is any truth 
to the word. "Are you trying to speak to me on this?" 
If nothing "clicks"- “Put it on the shelf” and say "If it 
be your will God".  Forget about it. If it's God He will 
bring it back to your remembrance.

2. Realize that most prophecies are based on conditions and not 
certainties. Tell the Lord "Your will be done, Show me if I need to do 
anything?" Don't try to "force" a prophecy you have received to come 
to pass. 

"Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit’ says the Lord Almighty" 
(Zech 4:6).
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3. Personal prophecy usually comes true over a period of time and 
usually never comes to pass in the timing we think. Often it can take 
years for some prophecies to come true. Do not be discouraged 
because God will release the fulfillment of His words. He remembers 
every one and none will fall to the ground if we remain faithful. 

Hebrews 11:6 (KJV) But without faith it is impossible to please him : for 
he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder 

of them that diligently seek him.

Hebrews 6:12 (KJV) That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who 
through faith and patience inherit the promises.

4. Do not be intimidated by anyone and say that since they said it the 
prophecy must be true. People are only vessels. Your final judge is the 
Bible and the Holy Spirit.

5. Be careful who prays over you. Not everyone is hearing the Voice of 
God. They are hearing voices, but it may be their own thoughts, or the 
thoughts of the enemy disguised as an angel of light. The Bible says to 
test prophecies. Beware of people who will not subject themselves to 
having their prophecies judged by others.

1 Thess. 5:21 Test everything. Hold on to the good.

Additional Guidelines

1. Anointed and seasoned 5-fold ministers are the ones who deliver 
words that include correction, direction, or guidance. You can really 
“mess up” a person’s life if you don’t understand how to give a word 
which goes beyond 1 Corinthians 14:3.

2. Personal prophecy is not meant to substitute 
for your own prayer life, Bible reading, local 
church commitment, tithing, or a holy lifestyle. 
Fulfillment of personal prophecy in your life is 
conditional upon these things.

3. Don’t try to control anyone with prophetic revelation. This is 
manipulation and witchcraft.

4. Listen and submit your prophecy to the spiritual authorities over 
you. They may not always see what you see but that doesn’t 
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necessarily make the prophecy wrong. Sometimes there is a timing 
component in your prophecy. God almost always gives the timing 
component to the spiritual authority over you. God does this to keep 
us interdependent on each other.

5. Serve with your gift. Don’t show off or try to establish authority or 
get a position because of it. We must never seek to draw people to 
ourselves with revelation or prophecy. 

6. Find someone more mature in the gift to disciple you.

NOTE: These guidelines are for the gift of prophecy. They are not 
specifically for the office of Prophet, which is an established office with 
a different anointing and authority. Many people confuse these two 
things. The Bible says everyone can prophesy but only those chosen 
by Jesus (Ephesians 4:11) are a Prophet. Although some are 
relevant, these guidelines should not be misconstrued as guidelines 
for the function of Prophets.

Symbols

God speaks in more than just the English language. It seems like an 
obvious statement but it needs to be said. English is our native 
language not God’s. All through the Bible He uses the languages of 
pictures in addition to directly speaking to people. These pictures 
come in the form of dreams and visions. It is true that one picture is 
worth a thousand words. That is why God often uses pictures.

But we have to learn God’s communication 
guidelines. Many times the objects in our 
dreams and visions are symbols for something 
else. They are representative of something 
besides the very object we see. This is true 
even in our western culture. For instance, if you 
see a picture of a crown what does this mean to 
you? Is this just a picture of a metal object you 
wear on your head? No, it represents authority - 
the power of a king or queen to rule over us. 

It’s the same way when God communicates through symbols in 
dreams, visions, and parables. Many times you will see people you 
know in your dreams and visions. But realize that the dream may not 
be about them but the position, title, or office they represent. 
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A good place to get the meaning of symbols is by seeing what they 
stand for in the Bible. Of course, not everything we see is in the Bible. 
For example, cars, technology, etc. are not in the Bible. Interpreting 
dreams and visions is a skill that is best developed walking with 
someone that has experience. 

Here is a very basic list of some of these symbol meanings as found 
in the Bible. Please note that the meaning could be something 
different. This is a starting point as you work through your dream or 
vision with the Holy Spirit and an experienced person.

Numbers

1—Unity
2—Agreement, Division
3—Trinity / Deity, Resurrection
4—Earth, Creation, Winds
5—Grace, Redemption, 5-Fold Ministry
6—Man, Satan, Manifestation of Sin
7—Divine, Perfection, Completeness
8—New Beginnings, New Birth or Creation
9—Holy Spirit, Fruits of the Spirit
10-Judgment, Trials, Number of Law & Order
11-Number of Lawlessness & Disorder
12-Divine Government, Apostolic Fulness
13–Double Blessing and/or Double Cursing, Rebellion, Depravity
14—Passover, Deliverance, Salvation, Rest
30—Consecration especially for Ministry
40—Probation, End of Testing resulting in Victory or Defeat
50—Pentecost, Liberty, Jubilee, Freedom
70—Representative of a Multitude prior to Increase
120—Beginning of Life in the Spirit
300—Faithful Remnant

Colors

Colors have double meanings—positive and negative meanings. In 
addition, they often mean several different things. We have to discern 
by the context of the symbol and by the Spirit which meaning applies.

All Colors—Jubilee, Celebration
Black—Death, Sin, Famine
Blue—Prophetic, Holy Spirit and Anointing, Heavenlies. Negative: 
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Without hope, sadness, depression
Bronze—Judgment upon Sin
Brown—Man, Earth
Gold—Glory, Presence of God
Green—Life, Eternity, New Growth, Money. Negative: Sickness, 
Jealousy, Envy
Orange—Intercession, Harvest
Purple—Royalty, Authority. Negative: Rage, Frustration, Anger
Red—Blood of Forgiveness, Fire of God, Passion, Spiritual Warfare. 
Negative: Anger
Silver—Redemption unto Salvation
White—Purity, Innocence, Honor, Absolute. Negative: Fear
Yellow—Joy, Sunshine/Sonshine. Negative: Cowardice

Animals

Birds (Unclean)—Evil Spirits
Cankerworm—Destructive Powers
Dove—Holy Spirit, Peace
Eagle—Freedom, Keen Perception usually from a Revelation Gift, 
Swiftness
Fish—Souls of Men
Fox—Cunning and Evil Men
Frog—Symbol of Demons
Lamb—Peace, Lamb of God (Jesus), Purity, Innocence
Lion—Lion of Judah (Jesus), Roaring indicating anger or display of 
strength or impeding judgment
Locusts—Destructive Enemies and Evil Spirits
Serpent— Subtlety, Deception, Applied to Satan
Sow (Swine, Pig)—Religious Unbelievers, Hypocrisy
Spider—Activities and Shrewdness of the Wicked, Jezebel Spirit
Wolf—Wicked and False Teachers who destroy God’s Flock
Worm—Instrument of Judgment

Human Body Parts

Belly/Bosom—Seat of Emotions, Love
Breast—Love, Nourishment, Refreshment
Breath—Impartation of Life
Ears—Channel to Receive Faith
Eye(s)—Sight, Vision, Prophetic
Feet—Humility, Walk
Gallbladder—Bitterness
Hand (Left)—Judgment
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Hand (Right)—Blessing
Kidney—Desire, Emotions
Legs—Strength
Naked—Stripped, Undone, Exposed
Right Arm—Strength, Authority Possessed, Executing a Judgment

Man Made Objects

Bell—Office of High Priest, Life Sustaining
Bread—Jesus Our Life
Chain—Bondage, Darkness, Satan Bound
Chalice—Fresh Anointing, Our Portion
Crown—Royalty, Crowns obtained at Judgment
Drums—Heart Beat of God, His Ways
Furnance—Trial, Testing
Gate—Entrance, Power, Authority
Gold Ring—Unity, Singleness of Purpose, Marriage
Harp—Psalmist as well as Ministrel
House—The Lord’s Church
Instruments—Ministrel, Playing of Music, Praise
Key—Power to Bind or Loose, Lock or Unlock, Authority
Lamp—Word of God shown the Holy Spirit
Net—Catcher (Especially of Men’s Souls)
Scepter—Authority being extended, Authority of One in Command
Shield—Faith as Well as Protection
Sword—Word of God used by the Holy Spirit, Warfare
Transportation/Wheel—Ministries
Trumpets—Office of the Prophet, The Prophetic Voice, Message from 
God, Announce the Coming of His Majesty

Other Objects 

Circle—Endless, Timeless, Eternal
Clay—Frailty of Human Flesh
Diamond—Hardness, Brillance
Fruit—Increase or Multiplication
Grapes—Believers
Hail—Divine Judgment
Light—Jesus Christ
Night—Spiritual Darkness or Tribulation
Rain—Revival, Refreshing of the Holy Spirit and Word
Rainbow—Promise or Covenant of God
Salt—Covenant
Smoke—Presence of God in Blessing or Judgment
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Waves/Sea—Masses of Humanity
Wind—Spiritual Powers Good or Evil

Directions

Crooked—Twisted, Distorted Spiritually
Straight—Spiritual Progression
Down—Spiritual Decline, Falling Away, or Humility and Prostration
Up—Spiritual Ascension or Pride
East—Place of God’s Glory, Sun-Rising
North—Place of God’s Throne, Judgments
South—Place of Refreshment
West—Sunset, Setting Down

Actions

Awakening—Watchfulness, Alertness
Bathing—Cleansing, Washing, Purifying
Bowing/Kneeling—Humility, Worship
Circumcising—Cutting away of the Flesh (Spiritual/Soulish)
Clapping/Dance—Joy, Exuberance
Sitting—Finished Work, Ceasing from Labor
Sleeping—Rest, Physical Death, Spiritual Indifference
Standing—Uprightness, Standing One’s Ground
Sweating—Human Effort, Works, 
Walking—Forward Movement, Progress
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Action Steps!

For the next few minutes we are going to do a lab to 
show how easy it is to get words of encouragement for 
people. This is an exercise that will require you to get 
with at least one other person. If you are in a group 
break up into pairs. When you are in pairs take turns 

praying for each other. Spend about 1 minute before you pray for 
each other asking the Lord what He wants to tell them. During this 
time you might get a single word, a picture, or a whole sentence. 

Then take turns sharing what you got from the Lord for them. If you 
don’t get anything for them this is not a problem. After the minute is up 
just tell them that you didn’t get anything specific, but you want to pray 
a prayer of blessing over them. Then proceed to pray a blessing over 
the person. Many times during the prayer of blessing the Lord will give 
you a word or picture for them that you can then share.
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8  
Deliverance

Our spirits are immediately made whole. 
We have to work though to 

make our souls and bodies whole.
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Introduction
In the Encounter! Growth Manual 1 we learned that we are made up 
of 3 parts—body, soul, and spirit. 

“Your body didn’t change when you got saved. Your soul or 
personality didn’t change. It was your spirit that changed! Before you 

got saved your spirit was dead. God did not live there.”

The above quote is important to understand. If we were thin before we 
got saved, we are thin afterwards. If we have a certain IQ before we 
got saved we have the same IQ after we get saved. What gets 
changed is our spirit. This is where the Holy Spirit comes and lives.

This means that 1/3 of our body is saved and the other 2/3’s is going 
to have to learn to apply the benefits of salvation to them. God wants 
all parts of us whole.

1 Thess. 5:23 May God himself, the God of 
peace, sanctify you through and through. May 

your whole spirit, soul and body be kept 
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.

Rom. 12:1-2 1Therefore, I urge you, brothers, 
in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as 

living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is 
your spiritual act of worship. 2Do not conform any 

longer to the pattern of this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then 
you will be able to test and approve what God’s 

will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.

Place of Deliverance

Sometimes we need a more mature Christian to pray deliverance over 
us to get totally free from our sinful habits and patterns.  Many 
Christians believe that we cannot be tormented by a demon after we 
are saved. They believe that a demon and the Holy Spirit cannot live 
together in the same body. This is only a partially true statement. 

When we become saved the Holy Spirit occupies fully our spirit. No 
demons can occupy our spirit after that. But demons can occupy our 
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body and soul. Every time we sin, it affects our body or soul or both. 
For instance, if you commit adultery your body and soul will be 
affected in some way. Does the Holy Spirit leave us every time we 
sin? No. So, if sin can live in our body and soul then there is no 
reason that demons can’t too.

Some Christians will also say that when we become a Christian that 
the Holy Spirit drives out all demons from our body and soul. This is 
no more true than He drives out all sin and evil habits when we 
become a Christian. Many times when we become a Christian 
demons are driven away from us. But this does not always happen. 
Many times some demons are driven out and others are not. That is 
why Romans 12:1-2 says we must present our bodies to Him and 
renew our mind. It does not happen automatically. So, deliverance is 
a valid and needed Biblical ministry for Christians.

Mark 16:17 And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my 
name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues;

Are Christians Possessed?
 
Possession implies total control by a demon. Since the Holy Spirit 
resides in us we are not possessed. But as talked about above we 
can be greatly influenced or partially controlled in some area by a 
demon. How does this happen?

Demons can only come into a person (saved or non-saved) when a 
door into our lives is opened. A demon cannot attach themselves to a 
person whenever they want. A door voluntarily (or involuntarily 
because of the actions of an authority figure in our lives) must be 
opened. That door is usually opened in one of the following three 
ways:

1. When we commit sin regularly we open up a 
door to the demonic realm in that area. We may 
never ask for a demon to come, but by 
participating in that sin over and over again a 
demon through our sin will attach itself to that 
sin and take up residence inside our body or 
soul. We have unwittingly given license to the 
demon to attach themselves to us.

2. Demons will often attach themselves to us through trauma. If we 
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have gone through a very frightful situation it will often open up 
ourselves to the demonic realm. If we have been abused in any way, 
it can cause us to have demons attached to us through no fault of our 
own. This is because someone else forced themselves on us in a 
wrong way and forced the door open into our lives.

3. Sins and demons can be passed generationally to our  children. 
Have you ever noticed how sins often “run” in the family. This is 
because when someone in authority over us, a parent or relative, 
refuses to deal with sin then that sin is passed on to the children. The 
parents create the door because of their authority over us.

Who Can Deliver?

Anybody that is a Christian, who believes they can, and is walking 
with God.

Acts 10:38 (NIV) 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 
Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all 
who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.

Mark 16:17a And these signs will accompany those who believe: In 
my name they will drive out demons;

The key is to know the Holy Spirit. It His power that delivers people in 
the name of Jesus! When you get the Holy Spirit, you get power. It 
takes one supernatural power (God’s) to deliver from another 
supernatural power (Devil’s).

Acts 1:8a (NIV) But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 
on you; …”

People need to be delivered. God wants us to live a life that is not 
tormented or oppressed by the Devil. Sometimes God will deliver 
people directly but most of the time He uses Christians to free people. 
It is our mandate and privilege to set people free! There is no better 
reward than to see people set free unto God with purpose and zeal.

How Do We Know if we Need 
Deliverance?

Most habit patterns that are sinful need to be given to the Holy Spirit 
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and daily ask His help for victory over the temptations. But if after a 
period of time we do not get victory over a sin we may also need 
deliverance. Please remember that we can never eliminate the 
temptation of sin. Sin will always try to tempt us. But every Christian 
should get to a place where the temptations do not always overtake 
them in their area of weakness. 

If we cannot get victory on a regular basis over our sin and we have 
prayed to the Holy Spirit, read His Word, asked for help then we most 
likely also have a demonic influence working in our life. The only way 
to get rid of a demonic influence that is constantly plaguing us is to 
have someone pray with us and get deliverance from the demonic 
influence. You will still have to continue to pray to the Holy Spirit, read 
His Word, and ask for help afterwards, but the battle will be much 
easier. You are now fighting your flesh only and not your flesh and a 
demonic spirit.

Doors into Our Lives

What are some of these doors that have been 
opened into our lives that allow demonic 
influences to torment us? The rest of this chapter 
talks about these doors divided into three areas: 
our bodies, our souls, and doors opened in 
previous generations.

Deliverance sometimes comes with a general 
prayer – a general mopping. Other times, you 
have to get down on your knees and use the 
brush and heavy duty cleaner. If that is the case, 
you need an experienced person to help you 

pray. 

Some times there are physical manifestations when we clean our 
house (life). That is all right and quite normal. Don’t be embarrassed. 
The demon is just slamming the door as they leave your house!  

Body Doors

This chapter talks about doorways that we open into our bodies that if 
opened long enough can invite demonic activity. We concentrate in 
this chapter on inappropriate sexual doorways. In our culture this is 
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the largest area that most people need deliverance from. 

Many times God gets a bad reputation in the area of sex. God is not 
against sex. Sex is actually a gift from God that He created as a 
healthy, intimate part of marriage.

Gen. 2:24 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and 
be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.

God’s intention was for a man and woman to be united in this most 
intimate of relationships and become one flesh.

Because God created sex He knows the inherent limitations if done 
outside of the way He created us. Limitations on sex are no different 
that the limitations General Motors puts on you if you buy a new car 
from them. The owner’s manual says to change the oil every 5000 
miles. You are perfectly free to never change the oil. But eventually 
that car is going to wear out prematurely and probably run bad for a 
long time before it dies. 

We as humans are perfectly free to do whatever 
we want with our bodies, even in the area of sex. 
But our owner’s manual, the Bible, clearly states 
that if you do some of these things you will wear 
out prematurely and eventually run bad. Why is 
this limitation there? It is simply because our 

bodies are not infinite. We have mortal bodies and there are limits put 
on us all of the time. Jump out of a 10 story window and you will 
quickly find out how limited your body is.

We all have sexual needs. God created us that way. These sexual 
needs are designed for procreation and for us to be drawn to our 
spouse in intimacy. We cannot deny these needs anymore than we 
can deny the need for food or sleep. The question is how do we 
biblically get these needs met.

To avoid adverse reactions to our bodies and souls, we are designed 
by God to get our sexual needs met only through a marriage 
relationship with one partner.

Heb. 13:4 Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed 
kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually 

immoral.
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When we try to get our needs met in any other way we open 
ourselves up to something that God does not bless. As a result, we 
create a doorway for the enemy to take advantage. The Bible is very 
clear that all sexual behavior outside of marriage is wrong.

1 Cor. 6:15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ 
himself? Shall I then take the members of Christ and unite them with a 

prostitute? Never!

It makes no difference what excuses are given (“We’re in love.”, “I’m 
getting a divorce.”, “My spouse doesn’t understand me.”, “I’m not 
hurting anyone.”). Sex in any context other than marriage is wrong. If 
we have violated this we need to repent and ask God to cleanse us.

The intimacy of sex, which the Bible says makes us no longer two 
people but one, reflects the unity of the Godhead. That is why God 
says that we are to only have sex with someone that we are in 
covenant with. That covenant is a marriage license in our society. 

The problem is that whenever we behave 
outside of what God prescribes it produces 
death. Many people have opened doors with 
sexual behavior that was not God’s will and slow 
death has entered in. This affects their lives 
even after becoming a Christian.

The Lord desires for us to be whole in even area 
of life, including this most intimate aspect of our humanity. As we 
cooperate with the Holy Spirit, He will heal, deliver, and restore us so 
that we can properly enjoy this gift from God.

Sexual Behaviors that are Sin

The following behaviors are sins according to God and will produce a 
slow death if engaged in: adultery, fornication, masturbation, 
homosexuality, bestiality, sodomy, incest, lust, pornography, sexual 
fantasizing, telephone/cyber sex, exhibitionism, adultery, molestation, 
incest, bestiality, unclean thoughts and dreams, sexual abuse, incest, 
and rape.

Let’s discuss three sexual sins that plague our society: pornography, 
lust, and masturbation.
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Pornography

Addiction to pornography has grown since the internet became widely 
available. Contrary to popular opinion, pornography is mentally 
addictive. It produces images in the mind that won’t go away and 
often leaves you with an insatiable thirst for more. 

John 8:34, 36 “Jesus answered ‘whoever commits sin is a slave of 
sin. Therefore, if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed’”.

Repeated exposure to porn will open the door for a demon of 
pornography to enter. It will not just leave because you desire it. It 
must be confronted with a power that is stronger. Pornography often 
leads to fornication, adultery, perversions, masturbation, and 
victimization.

Lust

There is usually a root reason for lust to be strong in your life. We 
need to find the root. 

 Did you open the door to lust through pornography or being 
involved in physical relationships that were not godly?

Many times lust is passed down between the generations. For 
example, if someone says something like this, “It has been a problem 
as long as I can remember – I was probably around four,” then there 
has been something passed down through the family. Your family let 
something “in the door” such as:

 Were you conceived out of wedlock? Lust begets lust.
 Was there sexual unfaithfulness in your family?
 Did your parents read pornography?
 Was there any child sexual abuse, prostitution, etc.

If any of these things are true, we need to forgive the source that 
opened the door. We then need to pray against and renounce all 
sexual sins including the spirit of lust and any inherited spirits of lust.

Masturbation 

Masturbation can be driven by many reasons. For example, addiction 
to pornography, rejection of some sort, unfulfilled sexual needs in the 
marriage, rape, sexual abuse. Ask God for wisdom concerning the 
root and pray against that. 
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Sexual Sins Forced Upon Us

People get into sexual bondages because of two broad categories. 

1. Sexual sins that they chose and walked in.

2. Those that were victimized or abused by caregivers or predators. If 
you fall into this category you will have to have inner healing along 
with deliverance. Find a mature Christian who has experience in these 
areas to help you find total victory. Some things you may have to deal 
with are anger, hatred, self-hatred, suicidal tendencies, 
homosexuality, multiple personality disorders, lack of trust, etc. Even 
though the pain of the past is great the power of what Jesus did on 
the Cross can give you eventual victory.

Soul Doors

As we talked about in the last chapter, God 
gives us guidelines on how our bodies are 
made. We are free to violate those guidelines 
but we do so at our peril. There are many 
things that our soul can participate in that are 
also outside the protection guidelines set up 
by God. If we participate in these we open 
ourselves to the influence of demonic activity 

in our lives. This chapter talks about some of those doors we open up 
into our souls or other people open for us.

Idolatry 

Deut. 27:15a “Cursed is the man who carves an image or casts 
an idol—a thing detestable to the LORD .…

Idolatry includes the exaltation of anything that keeps Christ from 
being first in our lives. In American culture, idolatry is more likely to 
take the form of undue emphasis on activities or hobbies that, in 
effect, replace Christ in our lives. For example, some people are so 
involved in television, music, work, etc. that they have no time for the 
things of the Lord. These things have become their gods.

Rebellion Against Authority 
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Heb. 13:17 Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They 
keep watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey them 
so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no 

advantage to you.

Rebellion against authority set up by God in the home, civil 
government, church, parents, etc. always opens doors to demonic 
activity. Rebellion is what the Devil did in Heaven that got him thrown 
out. The root of rebellion is pride. Prideful people are always 
eventually humbled by God.

Self-Imposed Curses

Prov. 18:21 The tongue has the power of life and death, and those 
who love it will eat its fruit.

The tongue is powerful and we can use it for 
good or for evil. With the tongue we can speak 
blessings on others and proclaim the truth of the 
Word of God. On the other hand, we can bring 
curses upon ourselves and others by the things 
we say. If we are always saying things like, “I 
can’t do it,” “I’m so stupid,” “I never do anything 
right,” we bring a self-fulfilling prophecy into our 
lives. Vows, oaths, and judgments spoken by us 

can bind us.

Prov. 13:3 He who guards his lips guards his life, but he who speaks 
rashly will come to ruin.

Curses Spoken By Parents

Gen. 9:24-25 24When Noah awoke from his wine and found out 
what his youngest son had done to him, 25he said, “Cursed be 

Canaan! The lowest of slaves will he be to his brothers.”

The words spoken over us by parents or other authority figures have 
tremendous power and cause great harm or blessing to us. 

In biblical times Noah cursed his son Ham, saying that he would be a 
slave to his brothers. Because of this spoken curse, Ham and his 
descendants served his brothers, showing how the parents have 
authority over their children in what they say and how they mold the 
destinies of their children.



   117

Did your parents ever say such things like:
 “You act so bad” 
 “You’ll never amount to anything”
 ”You’ll never succeed” 
 “Why can’t you be like your brother?” 
 “You’re just like your father”  

If so, you need to forgive your parents for speaking those words and 
then break the curse of those words spoken over you.

Curses Spoken By Third Parties

Sometimes curses come into our lives 
because of the spoken words of teachers, 
employers, doctors, and others that we come 
in contact with in the course of everyday life.

1. Teachers can “make or break” their 
students depending on the words they speak to them. 

 “That work is too hard for you” 
 “You’re not really college material”
 “You are the worst kid in class”
 “Why can’t you keep up with the others”.

2. Because employers wield so much influence over us, their words 
can have a profound effect on our lives. 

 “You never finish anything on time,” 
 “You’re lazy,” 
 “You don’t deserve a raise”
 “You mess up every project you get”. 

Of course, if your employer makes such statements to you, examine 
them to see if you need to improve in some area, but don’t receive 
them in your heart as a pronouncement that defines who you are.

3. Many times doctors unknowingly speak curses into our lives. Yes, 
they have medical knowledge and expertise and we should value their 
input, but we must never forget that Jesus is the Great Physician and 
He can do what no medical doctor can. When the doctor says such 
things as

 “You have cancer and there’s no hope” 
 “I’ve never known anyone with your condition who recovered” 
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 “You’re just going to have to live with the pain” 

Thank him for his concern, but then go to the Lord in prayer and 
acknowledge Him as your source.

Any curses spoken by teachers, employers, doctors, or anyone else 
must be broken from your life.

Spiritualism, Witchcraft, False Religions, Secret Societies

The Word of God specifically forbids any type of 
occult involvement: Fortune-tellers, casting 
spells, horoscopes, calling up the dead, sorcery, 
Ouija boards, martial arts, yoga, psychics, acting 
as a medium, and anything that utilizes demonic 
power. 

There is no such thing as “good magic”. All efforts to use supernatural 
power to reveal knowledge or perform acts that belong to God alone 
are prohibited by God’s Word.

Other Religions or Cults (New Age, Hindu, Islam, Mormons) open our 
souls to demonic influences. We must repent of past involvement and 
ask God to deliver us of any demonic influences.

Secret Societies like Freemasonry and some initiations at college 
fraternities are demonic. Anything with a secret initiation, ritual, vow, 
mystery, secrecy, oaths of loyalty, traditions, emblems, badges is not 
of God. Everything that God does is done in the light. There is nothing 
hidden in the Kingdom of God. Everything that is hidden or required to 
be done in the dark is of the devil.

Eph. 5:11-13 11Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of 
darkness, but rather expose them. 12For it is shameful even to 

mention what the disobedient do in secret. 13But everything exposed 
by the light becomes visible,

Inappropriate Dedications

Deut. 18:10 Let no one be found among you who sacrifices his son or 
daughter in the fire, who practices divination or sorcery, interprets 

omens, engages in witchcraft,
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Were you dedicated as a baby, child, or adolescent to anything that 
was not God’s will? Sometimes families will be dedicated to a 
purpose, false god, etc. that is not God’s will. These dedications need 
to be broken over your life. Recommit yourself to God and His 
purposes.

Soul Ties

‘Soul tie’ is a phrase describing a relationship between two people at 
an emotional level. It is a relationship that ‘ties’ us to another person 
in the sense that we care about the other person and also what they 
think. It is God’s will for us to be intimately connected with other 
people at the soul level. We all are to have good soul ‘ties’ with 
people. A healthy marriage or a healthy parent-child relationship 
produces healthy soul ties. A healthy soul tie is where we consider the 
other person’s thoughts and feelings in an appropriate caring way 
before we act on our desires. Their emotional and physical well being 
is important to us and affects our behavior too.

Bad soul ties result when an intimate relationship 
with someone is ended abruptly or should have 
never happened in the first place. For example, in 
marriage we should become ‘one’ with our mates. 
This includes at the soul and emotional level. This 
is right, normal, and expected. It must be noted 
that to have a relationship at this level it requires 
great trust on each person to open up your self. It 

requires being vulnerable. This is the place of joy in relationships, and 
it is also the place of potentially great harm in a relationship. We 
become dependent on the other person to handle our vulnerability 
and trust correctly. 

But what happens when we find out that our mate has committed 
adultery or even wants a divorce? It causes great devastation at both 
the physical and emotional level. The person we have been 
vulnerable to now wants out of the relationship. Unfortunately, the 
person may physically leave the relationship but we are still 
connected to them at an emotional level. They may not even be in our 
house anymore but our thoughts are still consumed with the person. 
This is a soul tie that needs to be slowly unwound and healed. It takes 
time and is not easy because it was not God’s will for that soul 
connection to ever be broken. If this emotional tie is not healed then 
we get in bondage to that person emotionally because of our constant 



120

thoughts about them. In an emotional sense we still live ‘in their 
presence’.

Sometimes we form emotional ties with people 
that we never should have in the first place. For 
example, if we are involved physically with 
someone we are dating then naturally emotional 
ties form. It is never God’s will for us to become 
physically involved with someone outside of 
marriage. You cannot have a physical 
relationship with someone for long without also 

becoming emotionally involved. The problem is that you are becoming 
emotionally involved with someone with no long term commitment. 
This sets you up for potential heartache. If that relationship ends with 
no marriage commitment then the person is gone physically but they 
are not gone emotionally.

We develop emotional soul ties with people that we have had strong 
emotional connections with – good or bad.

 Sexual relationships 
 Emotional relationships including emotional affairs
 Past dating relationships
 Past marriage partners – good or abusive
 Parents – good parents or abusive
 Children

If we have been in an abusive relationship we can develop emotional 
ties with that person in a negative sense. We can be constantly 
dealing with anger, revenge, or fear towards that person and they may 
not even be around anymore. We need help from God and mature 
Christians to ‘unwind’ this tie and remove it’s hold on our life. 
Sometimes people even become ‘frozen’ in the past and can’t go 
forward with their lives.

Another type of bad soul tie is when we are too dependent on the 
other person in our life. Sometimes people because of insecurity or 
rejection will not do anything without another person giving them 
direction or the go ahead. We are to enjoy people, minister to people, 
share one another’s burden’s etc. but we are not to draw our whole 
life, security, and direction from them. When we do this we are relying 
on others for something only God can give and that He wants to 
develop in us. These types of relationships can become a bondage 
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when they occupy our thoughts too much and control our behavior in 
appropriately. Many people become so bound to the relationship that 
they can’t move until they get the other person’s permission. 

We are too dependent on someone else if:

 We need someone unnaturally.
 As parents we cannot release our children into adulthood and 

their own destiny apart from us.
 Finding our identity in someone else’s role.
 We constantly want to be with someone else or dreaming of 

another relationship beside the one we are in.

Steps to Break Soul Ties

1. We need to confess any relationships that we 
should not have been involved with (or to the 
depth that we were) in the first place. If we have 
been involved in inappropriate relationships we 
need to ask forgiveness from these people and 
tell them that the relationship is going to be put 

right before God. We then need to define the relationship with the 
correct boundary.

2. We need to acknowledge our dependency on these people and ask 
God that it be healed and our dependency transferred to Him. Give 
your hurts to the Lord and ask Him to heal them. The memories will 
not go away but He can remove the sting of them from your life.

3. We must thank God and be content with the relationships that we 
have. 

4. If we are in a relationship where the other person is trying to control 
us this control must be broken. Pray to the Lord and ask how to set 
appropriate boundaries and the strength to live by them. This is where 
it will help to have a mature Christian to hold you accountable. We 
must ask the Lord to show us why we let others control us in the first 
place. We then need to ask for wisdom on how to mature in that area 
so that this weakness is strengthened.

God loves people and has made us to love people. Unfortunately, 
because of sin and people’s decisions, sometimes relationships are 
hurtful and not helpful. Doing these times we need the grace of God to 
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heal our souls and get going in the right direction again. But rest 
assured our God is big enough to do this for us as we humbly go to 
Him and seek His help.

Generational Doors

Deut. 5:9-10 (NLT) 9You must never worship or bow down to them, for 
I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God who will not share your 

affection with any other god! I do not leave unpunished the sins of 
those who hate me, but I punish the children for the sins of their 

parents to the third and fourth generations. 10But I lavish my love on 
those who love me and obey my commands, even for a thousand 

generations.

What family you were born in affects you greatly. God set it up so that 
your family would be a blessing and provide a good foundation for you 
the rest of your life. As everything else that God has done the devil 
perverts God’s principles. Deuteronomy states that when we follow 
God it will positively affect our offspring for up to a thousand 
generations. That is the equivalent of 20,000 years! It also says that if 
a family abides in perpetual sin then the offspring are affected 
negatively for up to the fourth generation. The following verse says 
that sin can follow someone even up to the tenth generation.

Deut. 23:2 No one born of a forbidden marriage nor any of his 
descendants may enter the assembly of the LORD, even down to the 

tenth generation.

We have seen how demonic influences can 
come into our lives individually by holding the 
door open to sin. When a head of a family opens 
up the door of sin to the whole family then it will 
affect that whole family and it’s generations to 
follow unless stopped by a later Christian. This 
shows the importance God places on authority 
holders.

Deut. 30:19 This day I call heaven and earth as 
witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death, 

blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children 
may live



   123

When a sin is passed down from family to 
children to their children, etc. we call these 
generational sins. Have you ever noticed how 
repetitive types of behavior seemingly pass down 
from one generation to the next? Many times this 
can be evidence of generational sins. The sins 
are no different than any individual doing them, 

but they are sins they perpetuate across the generations. Even 
though these sins are the same sins that any individual may do, 
generational sins are often harder to stop and break. This is because 
of the power that occurs as multiple generations participate in the 
same sin.

When we allow sin into our lives we allow slow death to come in. That 
means that we have allowed something that is not of God into our 
lives. That something is sin. When we do this it produces 
consequences that are not of God. This is where the slow death 
comes in. When we open the door to sin we not only let the sinful 
behavior in but we allow other things not of God to gain root. For
example, if we are alcoholics then we not only commit the sin of being 
drunk, we also cause harm to our bodies through destroying our liver. 
The destruction of our liver is not a sin, but it was caused by behaving 
in sinful behavior. 

Any sin can be a generational sin, but here are some examples of 
common generational sins and resulting destructive behavior that 
often occur in families across generations.

 It is common for children to be born out of wedlock. It can become 
almost expected behavior; “All the women in this family get 
pregnant before they get married.”

 Certain diseases that seem to afflict every generation, “Cancer 
runs in our family”, “We’re all overweight”, “All the men die from 
heart attacks”. Even though there is no direct sin involved here, it 
is not God’s will for us to die early. Somewhere a doorway was 
opened that allowed this sickness to come in and stay in.

 Continuous divorce. No one stays married to the same person for 
long, and some get married three, four, and five times!
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 Other destructive behaviors that can be passed down: Sleeping 
Disorders, Repeated Tragedies In your Family (Fire, Poverty, 
Abuse, Divorce, Addictions, Murder, Incest, Rape).

Many times people will say that there family behavior is not wrong it is 
just the way their family is. The behavior just described may be the 
way your natural family is, but it is not the way you are to live as a 
new creature in a new family with a new Father! What seems normal 
to you is actually not normal in the kingdom of God. 

When a person of authority starts habitually sinning in an area it 
makes it easier for the next generation to do the same sin. This is 
because the demons attached to that sin are already operating in the 
family. The new family members that are born think the demonic 
behavior is normal because that is all they have ever known. So they 
embrace the demonic behavior readily. There wills have not been 
trained to resist the evil because they don’t see it as evil.

All types of generational sins and curses can be renounced and 
broken. We are not destined to repeat the mistakes of our ancestors. 

Repentance for Your Ancestors

If it is a generational sin, take responsibility for the sin even if it is not 
your sin. Because you are a part of the family you are identified with 
the sin. You must repent for your forefathers who did not repent. By 
doing this you are stopping the power of that sin from working in your 
generation and then going to the next through your children.

Jer. 14:20 O LORD, we acknowledge our wickedness and the guilt of 
our fathers; we have indeed sinned against you.

Lev. 26:40 “‘But if they will confess their sins and the sins of their 
fathers—their treachery against me and their hostility toward me,

How to Get Delivered

God wants you free and whole – body, soul, and 
spirit! The following steps are a general outline 
that you can use to get yourself delivered. If you 
are having trouble getting deliverance, then enlist 
another Christian who has had success with 
deliverance to pray and minister with you.
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1. Realize what Jesus did on the Cross.

Jesus totally defeated Satan, his power, and principalities on the 
Cross. 

Col. 2:15 And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a 
public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross

Jesus was punished that we might be forgiven and set free.
Jesus was wounded that we might be healed.

Jesus took our sin so that we could take His righteousness – a divine 
exchange!

Jesus died so that we might have life.
Jesus was cursed so that we could get blessed.

Jesus became poor so that we could become rich.

Isa. 54:17 no weapon forged against you will prevail, and you will 
refute every tongue that accuses you. This is the heritage of the 

servants of the LORD, and this is their vindication from me,” declares 
the LORD.

2. Repent for any involvement you may 
have had in any of these sins. 

If it is a Generational Sin, take responsibility 
for this sin even if it is not your sin. Because 
you are a part of the family you are identified 
with the sin. You must repent for your 
forefathers who did not repent. 

3. Ask God for forgiveness for committing sins against Him. 

4. If you have been cursed in anyway, renounce the words. 

Annul all types of words that have been spoken against your life, 
whether spoken by parents, third parties, you, or a spiritualist. We 
have got to verbally break the curse and start saying right things 
about who we are.

5. Close all doors that are open to the sinful behavior. 

You cannot get successful deliverance if you are still participating in 
the wrong behavior. Matter of fact, you could even become more 
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oppressed than before the deliverance. Break away from any of these 
practices that you are engaged in. 

6. Acknowledge Weakness in this area and that you need help.

7. Ask God what is the root of the fruit. 

We often call this the strongman. Bind up and pray against the 
strongman.

8. Take your sinful behavior to the cross of Calvary. 

James 4:7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he 
will flee from you.

9. Plead the blood of Jesus that saves over you. 

Ask God to deliver you of the demonic influence by the power of the 
Holy Spirit in the name of Jesus. 

Steps to Help Others Get Deliverance

The best scenario for deliverance is this:

1. Pre-Meeting: Ensure that the repentance and forgiveness and self-
discipline of the flesh is occurring

2. Deliverance Meeting:

3. Follow-Up Meeting: Go over things that will help them keep their 
deliverance (Chapter 8).

Suggested Steps to follow in the Deliverance/Prayer Meeting:

1. ASK: Ask what they want prayer for or deliverance from.

2. REPENTANCE: Insure that they have repented from sin.

3. FORGIVENESS: Insure that they have forgiven the person(s) or 
God.
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4. LISTEN TO HOLY SPIRIT: Listen to the Holy Spirit for anymore 
words or insight. Ask Him if you are dealing with the strongman spirit 
or the root.

5. BIND & CAST OUT: Bind up the spirit and tell it to go in the name 
of Jesus praying with the faith of God.

6. LISTEN TO HOLY SPIRIT: Listen for more words from the Holy 
Spirit.

7. QUESTIONS: Ask if there are any questions or anything else to 
pray for.

Root of the Fruit

Matt. 12:29 “Or again, how can anyone enter a 
strong man’s house and carry off his possessions 
unless he first ties up the strong man? Then he 

can rob his house.

It is important to gain wisdom about deliverance 
and to listen to the Holy Spirit in praying for 

people. Many times the problems people struggle with are not the root 
of their problem but only symptoms. If we pray for the symptoms that 
are being described and not the problem causing the symptoms the 
person will only get temporary relief.

A simple example would be where someone asks us to pray for them 
because no one likes them. It will not do much good to pray that 
people start liking them. We have to ask more questions and discern 
why people don’t like them. It could be as simple as an annoying habit 
or as deep as a spirit of rejection in their life that causes them to push 
people away. We need to be sensitive to the Holy Spirit’s voice and 
an observation of the person to understand the root of their problem. 
Don’t be afraid to ask the person questions. Many times in our 
questioning we will start to see the destructive pattern in their life.

Reasons People Don’t Get Delivered

Some times people do not get delivered or only get partial 
deliverance. Here is a list of some of the most common reasons why 
some times deliverance does not occur.
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1. Lack of Repentance

When people sin, there are always consequences as a result of that 
sin. Many times those consequences can result in some very strong 
bondages or adverse affects upon a person’s life. 

For example, someone who is sexually active outside of marriage 
could contract a sexually transmitted disease, infertility for a woman, 
etc. Another negative side effect of sin could be an addiction as a 
result of alcohol or drug use. 

People often want to be delivered of the negative effects of sin but do 
not want to stop the sin. In these cases, they are sorry for the 
negative effects that sin caused but not for the actual sin they did. In 
effect the people want to be free but do not want to stop their sin.

Without true repentance of their sin people have left a door open to 
the devil and cannot get delivered. It would actually be harmful for 
deliverance even to happen. If they were delivered of the demons 
when they willingly went back to their sinful behavior the demons 
would renter the person and be stronger than before. 

Matt. 12:45 Then it goes and takes with it seven other spirits more 
wicked than itself, and they go in and live there. And the final 

condition of that man is worse than the first. That is how it will be with 
this wicked generation.”

Repentance is a decision of the will to stop your 
behavior, commit your life to the Lord, and walk 
by the Holy Spirit. The person must stop 
disobedience, sin, and rebellion for the Holy 
Spirit to deliver them. The person must commit 
themselves wholeheartedly to life of obedience 
with no reservations.

Repentance is not based on emotions. 
Repentance can be an emotional event but 
emotions are not enough and are not required.

Before doing deliverance verify that the person is truly saved and 
have repented from the behavior that put them into demonic bondage. 
Without this assurance then deliverance should not be done.
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2. Failure to Ask Forgiveness from the Person You Sinned 
Against

Sometimes repentance of sin alone is not enough. When a sin 
involves someone else we need to ask forgiveness for our behavior 
from them. 

1 Cor. 6:18 Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits 
are outside his body, but he who sins sexually sins against his own 

body.

Many sins do not just affect our bodies. They also involve other 
people. This is the case with many sexual sins like adultery, 
fornication, and homosexuality. The sins where we were intimately 
involved with someone else or affected someone else deeply we need 
to ask forgiveness from them for what happened. 

This is necessary because there could be an area of unforgiveness or 
a need of restitution that has to be made in order for you to be 
forgiven and restored yourself. This does depend on the sin. We do 
not want to do this for every sin. Many times we can create a very 
large mess if we tell other people about our sin when they don’t even 
know that it happened. 

The question needs to be asked, “were they involved in the sin with 
you willingly or unwillingly?” If so, then maybe you need to ask 
forgiveness from them to “clear out” any holds on you.

Please note that when you do this the other person may not agree 
with you that your behavior was sin. It does not matter. The other 
person may not even be saved. But if you go to them and say 
something like, “I realize now that my behavior towards you was 
wrong and I need to ask forgiveness from you so that I can clear my 
conscience. Will you forgive me?”

The other person may think you are crazy and not forgive you. That is 
fine – you are still released by your behavior.

3. Failure to Confess Sin to Others

James 5:16 Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for 
each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man 

is powerful and effective.
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The whole basis of deliverance is truth. We often don’t want to 
confess our sins because of the potential consequences, but those 
sins will bind you and them if you don’t. Leave the consequences to 
God.

4. Failure to Completely Forgive Others who Sinned Against You

Mark 11:25-26 – (KJV) And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye 
have ought against any: that your Father also which is in heaven 
may forgive you your trespasses. But if ye do not forgive, neither 

will your Father which is in heaven forgive your trespasses.

Forgiveness is not on emotion but a decision. Forgiveness is tearing 
up the IOU. If you don’t forgive you will not be delivered!

5. Failure to break with the sin completely

If we do not stop and break from the sin it will 
leaves a door slightly open. These open doors can 
come through things that may seem simple to us 
like horoscopes, worldly music, books, and 
movies. Burn any thing that is not holy; especially 
occultist stuff. Make a total break.

Acts 19:19 A number who had practiced sorcery brought their scrolls 
together and burned them publicly. When they calculated the value of 

the scrolls, the total came to fifty thousand drachmas.

6. Not delivered from the root spirit.

You have been dealing only with the symptoms of the person’s 
problem and not the root cause of the fruit. This many times explains 
why people get short term relief after we pray but not long term 
victory. We have to cut the tree down and not just some of it’s 
branches. It takes discernment, experience, and observation many 
times to discern the root problem. If you will seek the Lord He will give 
you the insight you need to gain complete victory. 

Stay Delivered!

If someone has prayed over you and you have experienced freedom 
from demonic oppression in your life that is not the end. You must 
learn to walk according to God’s way to keep that freedom. Just as 
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you were in bondage by opening a door wrong, that bondage can  
come back if we open the door again.

It’s important to continue to grow in your relationship with God. Here 
are some steps that you should take immediately after your prayer 
and deliverance time. Some of these you may have already done at 
your prayer time, but doing it again reinforces your commitment to 
living a Godly life.

Deliverance sets you free but you have to walk out the opposite of 
what put you into bondage in the first place.

1. Deliberately yield every area of your life to the Lordship of 
Jesus Christ.

Submit every area – emotionally, intellectually, 
physically, to the Lordship of God. Give every 
relationship and circumstance to Him. Tell Him 
that you will follow His voice and Word. It is 
important to stay away from those things and 
people that open the door again to demonic 
influence. Stay away from all unholy things that 

keep you from walking with God.

2. Be Filled with the Holy Spirit

When your house is swept clean it must be filled with the Holy Spirit.  
If it is empty demons will come back.

Matt. 12:45 Then it goes and takes with it seven other spirits more 
wicked than itself, and they go in and live there. And the final 

condition of that man is worse than the first. That is how it will be with 
this wicked generation.”

Eph. 5:18 Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. 
Instead, be filled with the Spirit.

We are to be filled with the Holy Spirit. This word means dominated by 
– ruled by. Continually pray and speak to the Holy Spirit. Develop a 
relationship with Him. If you speak in tongues do this regularly. It 
builds up your spiritual strength. Be so consumed with getting to know 
the Holy Spirit you are like a drunk man craving alcohol!
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Jude 1:20 But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy 
faith and pray in the Holy Spirit.

3. Live by the Word of God

You are not right because you feel right. You have to know the Word. 
Then you have to apply the Word of God to your life with no 
reservations. When you apply the Word to your life it starts putting all 
of those things out of order into order.

Remember the 3 F’s: Fact --> Faith --> Feeling. You do something 
because it is a command or fact in the Word. You do it by faith 
knowing that God said it so He will bless it. Sometime after this good 
feelings will follow. It has to flow in this order. If you wait for good 
feelings to come before following the Word you will probably not follow 
the Word much.

You also need to know the Word because it is a powerful weapon 
against the enemy. When you are tempted to go back to your old 
lifestyle you can use verses against that temptation and get victory. 
This is what Jesus did when He was tempted by the Devil in the 
wilderness. The key is that you have to know the verses to use them!

Matt. 4:3-4 3The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of 
God, tell these stones to become bread.” 4Jesus answered, “It is 

written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that 
comes from the mouth of God.”

4. Put on Whole Armor of God

Eph. 6:13-18 13Therefore put on the full armor 
of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you 
may be able to stand your ground, and after you 

have done everything, to stand. 14Stand firm 
then, with the belt of truth (1) buckled around 

your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness 
(2) in place, 15and with your feet fitted with the 
readiness that comes from the gospel of peace 
(3). 16In addition to all this, take up the shield of 
faith (4), with which you can extinguish all the 

flaming arrows of the evil one. 17Take the helmet 
of salvation (5) and the sword of the Spirit (6), which is the word of 
God. 18And pray in the Spirit (7) on all occasions with all kinds of 
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prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on 
praying for all the saints.

This passage of scripture tells us that we have 7 weapons at our 
disposal to be victorious and overcome temptation. Take time to study 
each of the weapons and what it means for you. 

For instance, what does the helmet of salvation represent? What 
actually happens when you become saved? We become something 
entirely new! Isaiah 53 tells us all of the benefits that Jesus got for us 
by His death on the cross. Do you know these? If not, you probably 
won’t ever try to walk in them.

What does it mean to walk in peace? How do we do that? Just 
studying these 7 pieces will take you down an exciting journey of 
learning about who you are because of what God has given you. Take 
the time and become a student of the word.

John 8:32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

5. Maintain a Godly attitude when in Difficult Relationships

Often we get deliverance emotionally from what someone has done or 
not done to us. Unfortunately, many times after deliverance we may 
have bad attitudes towards that person. We may still have offenses, 
unforgiveness, and resentment towards them.

We have to take all of these attitudes to God and ask Him for His help 
in forgiving and walking correctly towards these people. This does not 
mean that we have to talk to them or hang out with them. But our 
heart attitude must be right.

6. Cultivate Right Relationships

2 Cor. 6:14 Do not be yoked together with 
unbelievers. For what do righteousness and 

wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship 
can light have with darkness?

You will become like the people you hang around. There is no other 
way around this. You get faith or unbelief by who you hang around. 
You must break off relationships with people that are not Godly 
influences and then surround yourself with people that are. 
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Sometimes this is not possible. In those situations you must keep your 
guard up and not allow yourself to be tempted by their behavior. 

Ask God to lead you to the right influences and friends!

7. Make Jesus Central in Everything!

Finally, as you have been delivered from demonic oppression 
remember that we are to make Jesus the central focus. As you have 
been emptied from demonic influence fill yourself up with intimacy 
with Jesus. Don’t make demons the central focus. It’s all right to talk 
about your experience but realize that the demons were the ones that 
were cast out and they are the losers. God is the greater power and is 
to be our central focus. He is a great God and that is what we need to 
focus on.
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Your Thoughts?

1. What affect do you think demons can have on 
Christians?

2. Has there been an area in your life that you have had to have 
deliverance for? What were the results afterward?

3. Are there any doors in your life that you need to close and deal 
with?

4. Do you think there is any behavior in you or your family that could 
be a generational sin?
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9  
Teaching

It is good to have the ability to teach  
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Introduction

1 Tim. 3:1-2 (NIV) 1Here is a trustworthy saying: If anyone sets his 
heart on being an overseer, he desires a noble task. 2Now the 

overseer must be above reproach … able to teach

It is good to have the ability to teach. There is no way you can lead 
others without good communication skills. With even a modest level 
of teaching ability it will open doors of opportunities for you. There is 
a gift of teaching as listed in Romans 12:7, but everyone can learn to 
increase their ability to teach and communicate. As Paul says in the 
verse above every elder should have the ability to teach even if he 
does not have the gift of teaching.

Some people will primarily teach one on one, others to a small 
group, and others will be used to teach to a large group. This course 
will help you to develop a basic understanding of teaching a large 
group of people. The Group! course helps you to learn how to lead a 
small group.

How Do You Get a Message? 

That is a question that often comes up from those who want to teach 
in the ministry. This chaper is an introduction on how to put a 
message together, give the message, and then what to do afterwards. 
It will give you the basics of how to proceed and with practice and 
hard work your confidence and skills will grow! 

5 Stages to Develop a Message

Getting and giving a message is made up of the following 4 stages:

Stage 1 Pre-Message - How do I decide what to teach?

Stage 2 Research & Organization – Get my thoughts and facts 
together.

Stage 3 Assemble Message from Research - How do I put a 
message together? 

A Message will consist of the following 5 parts:
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1. Introduction - Give a 1 or 2 sentence overview
2. Benefit - Explain how your message will benefit them
3. Details of Message
4. Summary - Summarize your message in 1 or 2 sentences 
5. Closing - Give the listeners an action step to take

Stage 4  Message Delivery

Stage 5 Post-Delivery - What to do after giving the message

Stage 1 Pre-Message

These are the steps that you take before you get into the details of 
preparing your message. Usually doing this stage you write down very 
little. This stage involves coming up with the topic that you want to 
give a message on. 

Have the Correct Tone

It is important that you desire to bless and 
encourage the people you are speaking too. 
Approach your message preparation as one 
where you desire for their life to be better off 
because of your message. The key to this is to 
deliver the lesson in a tone of love and 
encouragement.

If you love the people you are teaching it will 
come across and your teaching will be more readily received. Ask 
God to give you that love before you teach. 

Sometimes people deliver harsh rebuking messages thinking they will 
cause the people to respond better. This approach only works in the 
short run, if at all, and does not produce long term change. Prepare 
your heart to share your thoughts with others as it you were sharing 
with your best friend.

Pray for Direction 

Your teaching must be bathed in prayer. This helps to eliminate our 
own thoughts and thinking. Our goal is to only say what the Father is 
saying. Remember, teaching is not about us but what is it that the 
people need now. While this is hard to do, we do need to strive for it. 
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It is only God’s words that bring life, our words at best take up air, and 
at worst cause death. 

Pray over your teaching as you prepare it listening to the prompting of 
the Holy Spirit for checks of what to say or not to say. Realize He 
already knows what the people listening will need.

Summarize your Message with One Sentence

This stage will be done when you can summarize 
what you want to get across in one sentence!  
This is very important. Don’t proceed until you 
can do this. Your speaking is not to be a variety 
show. If you can’t summarize in one sentence 
what you want to accomplish in your message 

your end goal has not been clarified yet. When you move into Stage 2 
and don’t fully understand where you will end up you will not be 
focused in your research, organization, and message preparation. 
You will end up with a message that is not focused and goes in many
directions.

Most speakers speak too long because they don’t know their end 
point. As a result they cover too many topics or tell unrelated stories. 
Don’t Fill in time just to be speaking. When you have made your point 
it is time to end the message! If you get through early then it is no 
problem.   

Repetition is the key to learning. To have repetition in your message 
means that the number of your points must be small. Summarizing 
your message with one sentence helps to accomplish this.  

Your audience should be able to repeat the essence of what you 
teach on after they leave. We have all been guilty of saying about a 
speaker, “That was a great message”! When others asked what it was 
on we say, “we can’t remember but it was great”! 

Stage 2 Research & Organization

Assemble into a file folder or a word processing file on your computer 
all of the background material you will need for your message. This 
can include Bible verses, quotes, facts, and other research you will 
need. 
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Stage 3 Assemble Message from 
Research

A message has the following 5 distinct parts that 
you can consider to be an outline. Here are the 5 
parts:

1. Introduction – Give a 1 or 2 sentence 
overview

This is a brief overview of what you are going to be speaking on and 
what you want the listeners to come away with. The introduction can 
be more than one sentence but you need to be able in one sentence 
state what you want to communicate with your teaching. If you can’t 
do it in one sentence you are either trying to say too much or you 
haven’t adequately defined what you want to teach. 

Example: I want to tell you today that the Honda is simply the most 
reliable and cheapest car in the long run you can buy.

2. Benefit – Explain how your message will benefit them

After the introduction you need to state why it is beneficial to the 
listeners to follow what you are about to say. If you can’t come up with 
a good reason then we have to ask why are you teaching. You have 
to make it applicable to them. Most people are not motivated to listen 
for just the sake of gaining knowledge.

Example: The Honda may be slightly more expensive in the beginning 
but over a 10 year period it is simply the cheapest car you can buy. 
Let me tell you why.

3. Details of Message

This part of the message is the ‘heart’ of your teaching and gives the 
details of what you are wanting to teach. It is the scripture verses, 
personal examples, etc. that support your introduction. 

Use as many illustrations and examples as possible. Repetition is a 
key to learning and personal stories, etc. are good to make sure the 
people understand what you are saying.
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Example: Consumer Reports and J.D. Power Owner’s survey has 
shown consistently for 5 years that Honda’s have the fewest initial 
defects, lowest repair bills, and best resale value.

4. Summary – Summarize your message in 1 or 2 sentences 

One sentence closing that summarizes your teaching.

Example: Financially, the best thing you can do is buy a Honda and 
you get the added benefit of safety for your family because you will 
not have to worry about your loved ones breaking down on a strange 
road some day.

5. Closing – Give the listeners an action step to take

Give the listeners something to do to follow up on your message. If 
this isn’t done then the message may remain in their head and never 
move into their life. Examples of this may be coming for prayer, writing 
a to do list, talking to someone, taking a class, etc. Again, think of
what you would say if you were talking to them one-on-one and 
wanted to encourage them to act.

Example: Go and buy one today – the Honda store – is even offering 
a 1.5% finance rate with no money down.

How to Develop the Details of Your Message

OK. You have prayed and worked hard to get your introduction,  how 
do you develop the details of your message? The following 5 steps 
are a good way to get develop your message.

1. Write Down Everything You Might Want to 
Say

Simply get a blank piece of paper (or computer 
monitor) and write down everything you want to 
say. This would include all random thoughts, 
scriptures, other references, notes, etc. Do not 

worry about where it goes or even if you really want to talk about that. 
Simple write down your thoughts in a list type format. 

The goal of this step is to ‘clear’ your brain of everything that you 
know you might want to talk about. When you get through you will 
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have a list of information in no particular order that may cover several 
pages. The goal is to get all of your information onto these pages. 
These pages then become the raw material that you will refine in the 
next step. 

In this step don’t try to organize or filter out the material at this step. If 
you do you may get frustrated and forget to write something down. 

2. Refine What You Just Wrote Down

It is now time to go back through your list and refine it. We do this in 
two steps. First, go back through the list and ‘scratch’ off those things 
that don’t support your one sentence summary of what you are 
teaching. Save these items for another message at another time.

Second, mark off those items that helped you in your research but will 
not be used in your message. This includes things like footnotes and 
scripture references. It is not necessary to share all research notes 
and scriptures. Only share the main ones that are required to make
your message effective. You will often have much supporting 
documentation that was necessary for you to understand your subject 
but would be too much material to put into a message. Only share 1 
or 2 supporting scriptures or documents to make your point. If the 
listeners want more details they can ask you for it later or do the 
research themselves.

3. Order the Notes 

Next start putting the items left into a logical 
order. Let’s think about an assembly manual on 
how to put a bicycle together. The manual 
contains all of the steps needed to assemble the 
bicycle. Your list is like this manual in that it 
should contain all of the information your 
listeners need to understand the main point of 
your message. 

But a key requirement of a good assembly manual is the information 
must be presented in the correct order for you to build the bicycle 
properly. You must now start putting your list of refined information in 
the correct order.

Number the items on your list (or if you are using a computer you can 
rearrange them on the monitor) in a logical flow so that the information 
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will be presented in the correct order to make your point effectively. 
This usually takes 4-5 passes to get right.

4. Add Personal Examples, Illustrations, and Stories

If you did not add your personal examples, illustrations, and 
supporting stories in step 1 then add them now to support your main 
message.

5. Time Your Message

After writing down all of your ideas, refining those 
ideas, and then ordering those ideas you should 
have your message almost done. What is left is to 
practice the message to make sure that it is not 
too long. Most of the time people have too much 
material for one talk. You will need to practice 
giving your message to confirm the order and to 
determine the approximate length of the

message. Make revisions as necessary.

A Note on Message Preparation 

It takes time to prepare a good teaching. There is no substitute for 
hard work. Most new teachers underestimate the time to prepare. It 
takes approximately 12 times your speaking time to get a brand new 
message from scratch as a minimum. For instance, for every 1/2 hour 
talk prepare to spend at least 6 hours in preparation. Don’t wait till the 
night before your message to start your preparation!

A sign of not being prepared is rambling. Not being prepared bores 
people and wastes their time. It tells the audience that you do not 
think of well enough of them to spend time preparing.    

Only Say what You Know is Absolutely True

Your message needs to be YOUR message. It needs to be your 
experiences and reality. Never teach anything that you don’t believe 
in. If you aren’t convinced of it don’t teach it. Wait till you “own it” 
before you teach it. If you are only saying what you have heard 
worked for others, then you probably don’t need to be speaking. If it is 
your reality, then your words will be convincing. Otherwise, the 
teaching will come across as shallow and without conviction.
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Teach the Word, Not Your Opinions 

This requires self discipline on your part. We often make the mistake 
of thinking that what we have to say is important. It’s very often not. It 
also requires study and introspection on your part to know what God 
is saying and not just think we do. If you give your opinion, preference 
what you saying by stating that it is your opinion.

Longer is Not Usually Better

We have all joked about preachers who could have said what they 
said in 15 minutes instead of one hour. It’s funny to joke about later, 
but it’s not funny when you are the one listening! Wordy, circular 
sermons are a waste of time. It also shows lazy preparation and lack 
of consideration for others. 

It is better to leave people wanting more than 
wanting you to quit. Usually the most memorable 
messages are ones that quickly get to the point, 
make their case, challenge you to an action, and 
then quit.

Acts 4:31 (NKJV) “And they spoke the word of 
God with boldness”  

According to Thayer’s Greek Lexicon, “boldness” 
not only means preaching without fear, but also 
preaching without ambiguity or circumlocution. 

Circumlocution is a roundabout way, using an excessive number of 
words to express something. 

Eccl. 5:3 “A fool’s voice is known by his many words”   

If you are teaching a major message like in one of our Gathering 
services a good goal is a 30 minute message or less. This forces us 
to come to the point of what you want to say quickly. We often think 
that a longer message is more anointed. Generally, the opposite is 
true. There is no value in speaking for the sake of speaking. The 
value to our services is a “Word” from God through you to others. 

Usually the longer we take in making the point the less “sharp” the 
Word becomes. We want all our speakers to seek God for the Word 
for that service. If they don’t get one, then they aren’t supposed to 
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speak that day. It is better to skip the Word than to have one because 
that is what we always do. 

Use Visuals, Illustrations, and Examples 

Most people are visual learners. Mental pictures always help to focus 
a message and make it easier to remember. Where possible include 
visual/auditory aids. These can be drawings on white boards, film 
clips, PowerPoint slides, songs, having the people repeat points out 
loud, calling on people, etc. The more people get their senses 
involved the more they will retain. 

If you are using stories (which is a great idea for the post-modern 
generation), you must practice them ahead of time. Telling stories is 
like telling good jokes. The timing and details have to be worked out. 
Note that some of the best illustrations you can give are those from 
your own life. 

Stage 3 Message Delivery 

What to do During the Days Leading Up to Giving 
Your Message

It’s Normal to Be Nervous, Teach In Faith

The nervousness never totally goes away for 
most teachers, you just learn how to handle it 
with faith. This means that you know God will 
help you through because you have heard His 
voice on what to teach and you have prepared 
yourself to the best of your ability. Sometimes, 

after teaching, the devil will tell you that you did a terrible job. He will 
remind you of all the stumbles and mistakes you made. Learn from 
these mistakes, but tell the Devil the people hear from God through 
your message and not because of the greatness of your message.

Visualize Yourself Giving Your Message

Imagine yourself speaking – your voice loud, clear, and assured. 
When you picture yourself as successful, it will help develop habits of 
confidence.
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Know Your Material Cold! 

Know your teaching material inside and out. Memorize it if you have 
to. The better you know it the more relaxed and natural you will be in 
teaching it. It allows more flexibility in the delivery.

Good Notes System

Make sure that your message is written down clearly. Don’t have 
arrows pointing all over the page or have handwriting that is hard to 
read. The last thing you do not want is notes to be a hard to read 
when you are giving the message. 

Some people write there notes out on a piece of paper and other 
people uses index cards. It may take several times of speaking to find 
a system that works well for you. If you will practice your message 
before you speak then you will find out if your notes work well for you 
or not.

General Tips on Giving Your Message

You need a Strong Opening and a Strong 
Close.

Let this be your 1 sentence summary at the 
beginning and close with the same summary 
along with an action item for the people to go do. 
Some speakers completely exhaust their 
listeners before they ever make a significant 

point. Don’t “circle” a topic trying to “warm up” the listeners or “involve 
the crowd”.  For instance, don’t do the obligatory joke! Again, spend 
your precious minutes preaching to drive home your point and 
reinforce the revelation. 

Don’t Apologize

If you mention your nervousness or apologize for any problems you 
think you have with your speech, it compounds the problem, and it 
may also be calling attention to something the audience hasn’t even 
noticed. 

Don’t use Christian-eze
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Use plain everyday language not church-y language that only 
seasoned Christians can understand. Picture yourself talking to 
people who have never been to church and pick your words 
accordingly. Don’t use words like “sanctification”, “redemption”, 
“justification by faith”, etc. If you don’t know how to pick simple words 
to explain your point then it means that you don’t really understand 
what the word means.

Speak in Your Own Voice

Don’t imitate a great speaker you know or change voices to 
something you are not. Relax, be yourself, and speak confidently 
knowing that you have done your preparation.

Speak To the People and Not At the People

Don’t speak down to the people you are teaching. This often happens 
when a teacher preaches at his audience instead of including them as 
he teaches. Teach to and not at. Lift people up rather than pushing 
them down and discouraging them. Be personable and develop as 
much of a relationship with the people as you can. Don’t think of 
speaking to a whole group. Instead, think of how you would say it if 
you were just teaching one person sitting across from you in a chair.

Teach With Enthusiasm … It’s a Sin to Be 
Boring

Enthusiasm is a decision, not a feeling. If you are 
enthusiastic it will make people think that what 
you are teaching is more important and will also 
keep their attention better. Vary your voice tones. 

Monotone voices lull people to sleep!

Stage 4 Post-Delivery

After your message it is very important to review and get some kind of 
feedback on your message. This is the only way you will get better 
and remove any things that were hindrances. Here are some practical 
steps you can do.

Receive Constructive Criticism

No teacher is beyond improvement. Ask a better teacher to critique 
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your message and give you feedback. Be ready to receive and 
implement it. Your goal is to be a great communicator and not just get 
praises.

Ask others that listened to you what they got out of the word. Don’t be 
satisfied with a response like, “You did great!” Try to get them to 
specifically say what they got out of the message. If they give you 
your one sentence summary then congratulate yourself. If they didn’t 
then realize somehow or another you didn’t communicate as well as 
you could have. 

Critique Your Own Speaking

Listen to your speaking on the CD or video the following week. No 
one likes to do this but it is absolutely necessary to learn how to be a 
better speaker. Take the points given in this book and apply them to 
your message.  

Look for the Following Habits to Break

If you are lucky enough to have a video of your message see if you 
did the following things while you were speaking.

Always look people in the eye when speaking.  
Don’t look at the ceiling, floor, your stand, Bible, 
etc. You wouldn’t do this if you were speaking to 
someone one-on-one.

Did you use hand gestures and walk around 
purposefully? It is easy to develop habits of 
unnecessary hand gestures or walking around 
unnecessarily that are a distraction instead of an 
addition to your message.

If you only have a CD or a recording of your message then did you 
avoid annoying phrases like: “You Know”, “Uhmm”, etc. Listen to 
yourself to pick up on meaningless phrases that we commonly repeat 
out of nervousness.
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Action Steps!
Develop a 7 minute speech on any subject using the 5 
parts of a message. The content is not important. The 
topics can be on trivial subjects like how to walk a dog, 
mop a floor, or what God is teaching you right now. The 
focus of this exercise is to understand the 5 parts and 

where they fit and to get practice. Practice the delivery using the good 
habits of eye contact, not walking around meaninglessly, etc. If you 
are in a small group ask your group leader if you can deliver it to them 
for review!
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10  
Apologetics

Gone are the days when you can tell someone 
they need to get their life straightened out 

and they need Jesus. 
Our job is no longer so simple.  
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Introduction

Apologetics means “defending the gospel”.  It does not mean 
apologizing for the gospel. This chapter was added because many 
people know that being a Christian is right but they lack the 
confidence to talk to other people about it. Our society often belittles 
Christians and makes them feel foolish or silly. This is a tatic of the 
enemy because it is actually the opposite. It is foolish and silly not to 
believe in God.

Apologetics is a very large subject. This is just a general introduction 
to the subject. Further study can be done by purchasing the book 
“Evidence that Demands a Verdict” by Josh McDowell.

The Culture We Live In

By and large, gone are the days when you can tell someone they 
need to get their life straightened out and they need Jesus. Our job is 
no longer so simple. Many parts of the USA are post-Christian. There 
are people who don’t even know anything about God, let alone 
believe in Jesus. We are now in a post Christian society. We have to 
witness as if we are witnesing to people who don’t even know the 
basics. 

It is essential that we learn to clearly express 
rational answers to the questions people are 
asking about the Christian faith. People want to 
know answers to their questions, and how it will 
help or affect them. Apologetics does not refer 
to making apologies for what one believes, but 
rather making an “apologia” or rational defense 
of what we believe. Personal testimonies are a 
great way to witness, but often people need 
answers to specific questions. Scriptures tell us 

to have an answer:

Jude 1:3  ...I felt I had to write and urge you to contend for the faith 
that was once for all entrusted to the saints.

1 Peter 3:15   … Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone 
who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do 

this with gentleness and respect.
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How Should We Share With People?

Do not argue! You can tell when people are arguing for the sake of 
arguing and those that are sincerely asking questions. 

2 Timothy 2:14 Keep reminding them of these things. Warn them 
before God against quarreling about words; it is of no value, and only 

ruins those who listen.

We do not want to win the argument and lose the person. Always 
share with gentleness and respect. Do not raise your voice. All we are 
trying to do is get a hook in them that the Holy Spirit can use to 
convict and lead them to Him.

No one comes to God by intellectual arguments and knowledge alone. 
Everyone comes to God by the Holy Spirit. Examine your attitude. Do 
not be proud. It turns people off and keeps people from God. We must 
remain humble. We do this by remembering that we did not get our 
knowledge on our own. We got it because God was merciful enough 
to share it with us. 

Try to see people as God sees them—they perish for a lack of 
knowledge. Remember that these people are going to go to Hell 
without Jesus. Give them the answers to their questions when you 
can. But remember that the ultimate answer/question is what they 
think of Jesus Christ. This is the core issue. Everything else can be a 
distraction if not controlled.

You do not have to commit intellectual suicide to be a Christian. Just 
the opposite is true. We do not have a “blind faith” but an “objective 
faith”. That faith is in Jesus and the Bible. Both of these have a great 
deal of evidence showing it’s truth and validity. We don’t need to be 
shy and get embarrassed around “smart” people when we tell them 
we are Christians. 

4 Most Commonly Asked Questions by 
Unbelievers

QUESTION #1: Why is Jesus so Important?

He claimed to be God (Mark 14:61-64; John 10:30-33; John 5:17-18). 



154

Jesus himself said He was more than a prophet—He said, “I am the 
only Way”. Neither Confucius, Gandhi, or Mohammed said this.

Jesus allowed people to worship Him (John 9:35; Matt 14:33). This is 
very significant in explaining the divinity of Jesus Christ.

In Exodus 3:14 God said His name was “I AM” - YHWH in the 
Hebrew. This name was sacred to the Jews. They never spoke the 
name YHWH. It was the highest form of respect for God. Jesus used 
these same words about Himself in John 8:24, 28, 58. 

The reason it is important to know that Jesus claimed to be God is 
that it overrules or makes impossible the most common beliefs people 
have of Jesus. If you admit that Jesus is God you have to do 
something with this fact. Either accept, reject, or continue in your 
discovery of Him until you accept or reject. Jesus being God is the 
crux of Christianity. People try to get around this by saying something 
similar to the following:

“Jesus was a great moral teacher but not God”
“Jesus was a prophet but not God”

C.S. Lewis said the following: “I am trying here to 
prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that 
people often say about ‘Him’: I’m ready to accept 
Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept 
His claim to be God. That is the one thing we 
must not say. A man who was merely a man and 
said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a 
great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic 
— on a level with the man who says he is a 
poached egg — or else he would be the Devil of 
Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man 

was, and is, the Son of God: or else a madman or something worse.”

You can’t be neutral about Jesus—He made it so you couldn’t. The 
following illustration shows why:
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JESUS CLAIMS TO BE GOD
(You are faced with 2 Alternatives)

Claim is False Claim is True
             (Two more Alternatives)

He Knew His Claims     He did not Know
     Were False His Claims were False

He made a Deliberate    He was Sincerely 
    Misrepresentation Deluded

He was a LIAR He was a LUNATIC      He was LORD

Jesus was either a Liar, Lunatic, or Lord. If He was Lord then we can 
either accept or reject Him. Our job is to help people understand this. 
They must either accept or reject Him. They cannot claim that He was 
just a great prophet or teacher. This is the easy way out that Jesus 
didn’t give us the option of having.

Other Unique Qualities about Jesus
He influenced history more than anyone else. Our modern dating 
method started with Him. All of Western Civilization traces its roots to 
biblical ethics. This is amazing considering that Jesus never wrote a 
book, never spoke on TV, never made tapes, sent out newsletters, 
never traveled more than 100 miles from his birth place. Yet His 
message spread rapidly around the world with just a hand few of 
people to do it with. There is something supernatural in this.

Jesus is the only man to predict his death, burial, and resurrection, 
and have it come true.

Jesus fulfilled prophecies about a coming savior written in the OT 
from 400-1500 years earlier. He fulfilled 60 major prophecies with 
over 270 ramifications. The odds of fulfilling just 8 major prophecies is 
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1 chance in 10 to the 17th power (1 followed by 17 zeros). The odds 
of fulfilling 48 major prophecies is 1 chance in 10 to the 157th power 
(1 followed by 157 zeros). These are impossible odds for one man to 
fulfill unless He was truly God.

NOTE: 1 chance in 10 to the 17th power is equivalent to the state 
of Texas being covered in silver dollars one foot deep. You mark 
one. Blind fold a man and tell him to pick up the right silver dollar 
the first time.

QUESTION #2: What is so Different about Christianity?

Christianity is the only religion that is not based on works. Every other 
religion requires you to do something to be saved. Ephesians 2:8-9 
8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not 
from yourselves, it is the gift of God—9not by works, so that no one 
can boast. 

Pride often keeps people from accepting Jesus Christ. It takes
humility to become a Christian. We put our dependence not on our 
works but on Jesus’ works.

Christianity is also the only religion to give assurance of salvation. 
This is true because we never have to wonder if we’ve done enough 
“good works”. It is all based on the works of Jesus. 

QUESTION #3: Isn’t the Bible just a Myth, Full of Errors?

Usually, the objections of many people to the 
reliability of the Bible are not based on first hand 
information but on second and third hand reports. 
When people tell me the Bible is full of errors, I 
say, “OK, this is important to me. Can you show 
me the errors you are talking about?” They 

usually can’t answer the question because it comes from hearing 
someone else say it. They have never researched the error 
themselves. 

The Bible does not have errors. Archaeology and time has 
consistently proven that the ancient cities and other facts of the Bible 
were real and not fictitous.

The early date, accuracy, and number of manuscript copies of the 
Bible further support the reliability of the Bible. The Bible has over 
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14,000 manuscripts as early as 50 years after the New Testament 
testifying to the accuracy of the Bible. No other ancient historical 
document comes close. Aristotle’s works have only 5 other 
manuscripts 1,400 years later to cross check his work. If one 
dismisses the Bible as a reliable document, to be consistent you have 
to dismiss as reliable all knowledge about Caesar, Livy, Plato, 
Tacitus, Sophocles, etc.

Critics say writings were written long after the fact — Not True! The 
writers claimed to be eyewitnesses. We have copies dating to early 
100’s and are amazingly accurate to what we have today.

The consistency and unity of the Bible argue for it’s inspiration by 
God.

 Written over a 1500 year period
 40 Different Authors
 Authors had varied backgrounds: peasants, kings, scholars, 

poets, philosophers, statesmen, etc.
 Written in different places — wilderness, dungeon, palace, and 

more
 Written on 3 continents
 Written in 3 languages—Hebrew, Greek, and Aramaic
 Discusses controversial subjects including politics, religion, 

finances.

Through the whole Bible there is harmony, unity, and one common 
theme—the need for a blood sacrifice culminating in Jesus Christ to 
bring man to God.

No other book has had such an impact on societies and lives. It is the 
number 1 bestselling book of all time. 

QUESTION #4: Did Jesus Really Rise from the Dead?

If Jesus did not rise from the dead then 
Christianity is not worth anything. Jesus 
rose again from the dead in order to show 
His power over the ultimate power of sin 
which is death. If He could not rise from the 
dead then He does not have full power over 

sin. If He does not have power over sin then He cannot give us 
salvation. 
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This is why the devil attacks the validity of the resurrection of Jesus. 
We need to realize that Jesus’ tomb was empty. No one in ancient 
literature disputes this fact.  What they tried to do, and still do, is 
explain why the tomb was empty with an explanation besides a 
resurrection. There are two common theories explaining why the tomb 
was empty.

Theory #1: Jesus’ Body was Stolen by the Disciples

Disciples were not motivated to steal the body. This would have 
started the persecutions—which is exactly what ended up happening 
when a body could not be produced. Here are some other arguments 
against the body being stolen by the disciples:

 Upon hearing the news of Jesus’ resurrection, the disciple’s 
were just as surprised and skeptical as anyone (remember 
doubting Thomas).

 The tomb was guarded by elite Roman 
soldiers. The punishment for falling 
asleep on the job or desertion was 
death. The guards would not have been 
scared by coward disciples who days 
earlier wouldn’t even acknowledge they 
knew Jesus. If there was a fight with the 
guards a history book written at this time 
would have surely mentioned it. The 
Jews certainly would have.

 The tomb was a solid rock weighing 1-2 tons. Don’t you think 
the guards would have noticed this being moved by the 
disciples. Matt 27:59-66; 28:1-4 says the guards fled in terror 
as a supernatural act by God opened the tomb.

 A Roman seal was placed on the tomb’s edge. This was a 
psychological barrier to opening the tomb for other people.

 10 of 11 disciples died a violent, torturous death. If the 
disciples faked the resurrection, do you think they would have 
all died a painful death for a lie? Human nature tells us that at 
least one of them would have recanted.

Theory #2: Jesus Fainted on the Cross, was Later Revived, and 
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Freed Himself from the Tomb (“Swoon Theory”)

Jesus did die. If this was not true how do you explan the following. 

 His side was pierced on the cross. Blood and water poured 
forth which was a medical sign of death.

 We have the testimony of a centurion soldier to release His 
body off the cross because Jesus was dead.

 Jesus would have had to free Himself from being wrapped in 
100 pounds of linen cloth of myrrh and aloe. This would have 
been an impossible task. (John 19:39-41; John 20:5-7).

 Jesus would have had to roll away a 1-2 ton stone by Himself 
after physical torture, hanging for hours on a cross, and getting 
out of 100 pounds of grave clothes. Jesus would have had to 
terrify the guards to the point of running away. He would then 
have had to walk miles on pierced and wounded feet and 
appear to His disciples in such a way to convince them that He 
had conquered death.
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Part 2  
Ministering

To Others
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11  
Authority

Structures

God in the creation of earth setup 
seven authority structures. These structures are 

used to accomplish His will and to 
produce a stable, orderly world, 

and life filled world..  
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Introduction

God in the creation of earth setup seven authority 
structures. These structures are used to 
accomplish His will and to produce a stable, 
orderly, and life filled world. When we understand 
these seven structures and how to live within them 
correctly our life is put into order and we are 
blessed.  If we are not living correctly in any of 
these seven structures there will be disorder and 
chaos in that area of our life.  The goal of this 
chapter is to give a basic overview of these seven 
structures. 

Authority Is To Free Us Not Abuse Us 

The concept of authority and structure are intimidating to many 
people. It produces fear and bondage because of bad experiences 
they have had. But the exact opposite should be true. When people 
live in authority structures correctly it produces freedom and life. Many 
people avoid authority because of the abuses that some authority 
holder has done to them in the past. Other people don’t like any kind 
of structure because of the rebellion in their heart. 

When we have been abused by authority our tendency is to throw it all 
away. This is counter productive. We need to fix the abusive 
leadership and not throw away the entire structure. To do this 
correctly we need understanding on the purpose of each authority 
structure and what is the role of the the leader in that structure. Abuse 
comes when a particular person in leadership assumes a role that is 
beyond the structure’s purpose.

For example, one authority structure is the Civil structure – the order 
of relationship between state and citizen. This structure was designed 
by God in order to keep the peace within a geographical region. If the 
leadership structure is ignored then there will be robberies, vandalism, 
etc. There are civil governments that have abused their leadership. 
Communism was an extreme example of abusive government. But 
the problem is with the people in the government and not the Civil 
structure set up by God. If the Civil structure is abandoned there will 
be chaos and each of us will have to be our own judge, policemen, 
military officer, etc. The seven authority structures set up by God 
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cover all areas of life.

Seven Authority Structures

1. Godhead  
Purpose: Unity within the Godhead and to accomplish the mission of 
the God.

Each “person” in the Godhead has a specific role. For instance, in the 
area of salvation, the Father gave the plan, Jesus implemented the 
plan, the Holy Spirit carries out the plan in our lives. Even the 
Godhead doesn’t do what it wants. 

We see that the Holy Spirit is submitted to Jesus in John 16:7 (KJV), 
“… It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the 
Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto 
you.” Jesus was submitted to the Father when in the Garden He said 
in Matt. 26:39, “…Yet not as I will, but as you will.’” 

2. Individual  
Purpose: Gives the ability for each of us to hear and commune with 
God directly.

We all are individually accountable to God. There is no mediator 
between Him and us.  When we love God first we can walk correctly 
in other areas of our lives as stated in Duet. 28:1 (AMPL), “If you will 
listen diligently to the voice of the Lord your God, being watchful to do 
all His commandments which I command you this day, the Lord your 
God will set you high above all the nations…”

3. Marriage  
Purpose: Produce stability, order, and happiness between a man and 
wife. 

The Bible tells the husband in Eph 5:25 to “ love your wives, just as 
Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her”. The wife is 
instructed in Ephesians 5:33 to “respect her husband.”

4. Work  
Purpose: Ability to maintain an income in peace and harmony. 
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Titus 2:9-10 (KJV), "Exhort servants to be in subjection to their own 
masters, and to be well-pleasing to them in all things; not gain-saying; 

not purloining, but showing all good fidelity; …"

5. Parental   
Purpose: Maintain Unity and Order between parents and children. 
Allows for the raising and multiplication of mankind on earth. 

Can you imagine if there was no authority in the family unit? Both 
children and parents have a responsibility. The children must follow 
Eph. 6:1, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right…. 
The Father must follow: “Fathers, do not embitter your children, or 
they will become discouraged”, Colossians 3:21.

6. Civil
Purpose: Produce stability and order in a given geographical region.

Romans 13:1-3  1Everyone must submit himself to the governing 
authorities, … 3For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for 

those who do wrong.

7. Church
Purpose: Maintain order, direction, harmony, and vision within the 
Church body.

Jesus is the head of the church. But He works through leaders in the 
church as stated in Heb. 13:17 , “Obey your leaders and submit to 
their authority... to accomplish what He desires.

Voluntary Submission

The authority structures only work when people understand them and 
voluntarily submit to them. God does not force us to follow them 
anymore than He forces us to follow Him. But if we do not follow and 
submit to the authority structures then in those areas there will be 
chaos and disorder. These are spiritual laws enacted into the earth 
and always work even if we don’t see the value of them. It is just like 
natural laws. We can ignore the principle of gravity, but when we 
ignore it then eventually something like a fall, etc. will occur and injure 
us. 
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What Is A Role?

Within each of the authority structures someone has to make the final 
decision. This is the person who will be held accountable before God 
and man. We call this position the head role. For example, at work the 
owner or CEO is the head role person. In a more limited sense it 
could be a supervisor or manager who plays this role over a smaller 
group of people. In the civil structure, the head role is the President. 
But again in a more limited sense it may be a policeman, governor, or 
mayor. 

This is an important concept. If we are not in the head role position 
then we can’t make the final decision and also we are not held 
responsible for the final decision. When we don’t submit to the head 
role or try to assume the head role wrongfully we will cause chaos and 
disorder. 

We All Are Head Roles at Sometime

We all are in a head role at sometime. First of 
all, as individuals we are always responsible for 
ourselves! We also may supervise people at 
work, be an elder at church, or a parent. So at 
anyone time we are always responsible for 
someone in one situation and submitting to 
someone else in another. 

We participate in two or more structures at any 
one time. So we have to learn where one structure stops and another 
starts. If we don’t we will constantly be trying to do something we do 
not have authority for. 

We can only have authority where we have been given the right to do 
so. We get into trouble when a person in one leadership structure 
attempts to take leadership in a structure they don’t have authority in. 
For example, what would happen if a policeman (civil authority) came 
into the work place and told an employee how to do their job? The 
policeman does not have authority to do that and will be wrong if he 
attempts to.
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Your Thoughts?

The 4 questions below are typical of scenarios 
you will see as a church minister. This exercise is 
designed to give you experience in analyzing 
hard. There are 4 situations described below. 

After each one answer how you would handle the situation.

Situation 1. A husband and wife are trying to decide on how to 
educate their children. They have narrowed it down to 2 choices: 
homeschooling or public school. The Pastor has a “word” from God 
that they should homeschool and insists that they do it. Who should 
make the final decision and why? 

Situation 2. A husband asks his wife to do something that she thinks 
is sin. The wife is struggling with submitting to her husband and 
obeying God too. What should the wife do and why? 
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Situation 3. A teenager has been slipping out of her house every 
Sunday evening to attend a nearby church youth meeting. She knows 
her mother would be angry if she found out that her daughter was 
going to this church, so she has had to do it secretly. The services at 
this church are a great help to this teenager. This teenager comes to 
you as a member of the church and asks you to give advice on what 
to do. What would you say? 

Situation 4. A woman is in the role of elder in her church. She has 
made a church decision in regards to that role and her husband 
disagrees with her. He wants her to change her decision. The 
decision has nothing to do with their marriage or home life and is not 
upsetting the home or marriage duties. What should the wife do and 
why? 
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12  
Introduction to

Submission

As we learn to mutually submit to each other as the 
Trinity mutually submits, our Lord’s glory will be 

released and we will be blessed.
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Introduction

The word submission has become a very controversial word. This is 
due to many reasons. Some of the reasons have been because of 
authority figures being abusive, wrong understanding of submission, 
and incorrect teaching on authority. This chapter is an introduction to 
the subject. It also introduces the topic of mutual submission. 

Submissive Spirit

What is submission? It is simply choosing to follow the lead of another 
instead of our own. When we do this we have a submissive spirit. A 
submissive spirit to God means a willingness to have His will 
accomplished in our lives as opposed to doing our will or someone 
else’s. A submissive spirit is critical in achieving maturity.  A 
submissive spirit says He may fulfill His will when He chooses, how 
He chooses, through whom He chooses. We willingly accept His way, 
expecting Him to surprise us with His best!

Who Are We to Submit To?

We are to submit to the head role of each authority structure. If we are 
at work we are to submit to our employer. Out in the community we 
are to submit to the government authorities. If we are a child we need 
to submit to our parents. We need to realize that since God set up 
these structures that as we obey them we are in effect obeying God. 

God does lead us through others. To the degree that we refuse to 
hear God through others is the degree with which we can measure 
our resistance to God’s leadership in our lives. Our horizontal 
relationships are a vertical test of our relationship with God. 

Mutual Submission

Ephesians 5:21 brings up the concept of mutual submission: “Submit 
to one another out of reverence for Christ”. What does this mean? 
This verse is at the beginning of a section talking about marriage. We 
know that the husband is in the head role of the marriage structure, so 
why is this verse here?
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Mutual submission means that a wise leader (or head role person) will 
listen to those he is leading and be open to hearing God in them. 
When he hears God’s plans and ideas through that person he will 
choose that way even if it was different than he originally planned. 
Being the leader does not mean that you have all of the ideas and 
plans. It only means that you make the final decision after listening 
carefully for God’s ideas either through your own spirit or others.  

This concept of mutual submission can be 
found in the Trinity. The Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit have always enjoyed oneness 
and a perfect family relationship as they 
mutually submit to each other. Each 
person’s role in the Godhead is uniquely 
distinct yet there is no competition or 
rivalry. Each is thrilled to help the other 
display His special glory. The Father has 
great joy preparing a Bride for His Son, 

making Him the head of His body, and bringing everything under His 
control. The Son has no greater delight than pleasing His Father and 
bringing to Him a vast family of sons. The Son gave his life to fulfill the 
Father’s plan. The Holy Spirit is the transport of making God’s love 
and Christ’s provision known to us. Jesus prayed that we would 
experience their oneness in John 17:23. As we learn to mutually 
submit to the God in each other as the Trinity mutually submits to 
each other, our Lord’s glory will be released and we will be blessed. 

Submission vs. Spirituality

Is our submission in the seven authority structures limited by the other 
person’s spirituality? The short answer is no. For example, if your 
employer is not walking with God you may have a greater amount of 
vile things to sort through to get to the precious direction that God is 
giving to you (Jer. 15:19). But He will direct the process. Remember 
there are only flawed persons on planet earth for our Lord to work 
through.

Thoughts About Submission

In dealing with submission, let’s start with the marriage relationship 
because there are so many misconceptions about submission in this 
area. To state some frequent misconceptions might help to clarify. A 



174

wife’s submission to her husband does not mean that she (these 
thoughts can be applied to the other authority structures):

 Zips her lips and simply nods in agreement.
 Puts her brain on a shelf and ceases to think.
 Renders blind obedience.
 Is a doormat to be walked upon, disregarded, ignored or 

tolerated.
 Is inferior.
 Is a robot that simply receives and obeys commands.
 Practices a fake obedience in order to get her way.

A husband’s leadership should be like Jesus’ 
leadership to His Bride the church. How He 
deals with us is an example of a good leader. 

The husband (or any leader in a head role) is to 
walk beside those that he is leading; be willing to 
help them at their point of pain (Gal.4:19); 
encouraging them to develop to the fullest all 
God has placed within them. Being a good 

leader does not mean that they:

 Controls or manipulates those under them.
(Luke 22:25-26; I Peter 5:1-4 & Ez. 34:4)

 Is a dictator who gives orders that are to be obeyed (i.e., 
commando model).

 Has all the answers.
 Gets to do what they want to do.
 Goes along to get along. Instead, they carefully consider the 

needs and seek God’s direction before making a final decision.
 Possesses those they leads; instead, they protects them.
 Is superior to those they are leading.
 Practices hostile domination or lazy indifference.

Mutual submission in the area of marriage means that the husband 
will listen to his wife and her opinions and look for God to speak 
through her. He realizes that He can hear from God but that 
sometimes that voice will come through his wife. He needs to be 
humble enough to recognize this. This is the concept of mutual 
submission.
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If one party is not a Christian or does not desire God’s will extra 
pressure is placed on the one who does. This is a difficult situation but 
the one walking with God needs to be abandoned to the Lord in order 
to have a holy influence on their mate (or boss, parents, etc) (I Cor. 
7:14). They should lay their life down in love and respect, 
identificational repentance, prayer, fasting, speaking the truth to them 
as God leads.

Whose Control?

It is very hard to work properly with others. We have a tendency to be 
either irresponsible or over-responsible. Both of these tendencies are 
simply different sides of the same coin -- the coin of control. The 
irresponsible side of the coin controls by not doing what we are 
supposed to do. The over-responsible side of the coin assumes 
control by doing what someone else is supposed to do.

Often our misplaced responsibility is a reflection 
of our desire to be in control, acting as the 
Creator rather than the creature. Isn’t that what 
Satan said to Eve?  “… And you will be as God,” 
Genesis 3:5. Satan lost his place in heaven 
because he wanted to be as God, rather than 
being dependent upon Him. It follows that He 
would tempt us with the same desire to not be 

dependent upon God.

As we lay down our misconceptions and wrong ways of relating to 
each other we see that following God’s divine order brings freedom 
and blessing for all. “…Christ is the head of every man, and the man 
is the head of a woman, and God is the head of Christ” I Corinthians 
11:3, (NAS). For example, the wife, the heart of the home, looks to 
her husband, the head of the home, as he looks to God. As they both 
look to God, His loving hand holds them as the inner chaos of 
confusion is sorted through to bring order into their worlds.

Submission and Obedience

Submission is not blind obedience. In fact, submission can be 
summarized with a quote from Watchman Nee in his excellent book, 
Spiritual Authority. “Submission is absolute—obedience is relative.” A 
scriptural incident that illustrates this point is in Daniel 3. Shadrach, 
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Meshach, and Abednego were submissive and yet could not obey 
when the king made an ungodly request of them. What this means is 
that we are to submit unless we are asked to disobey the highest 
authority structure, which is God and His word. In that case, we have 
to respectfully say no and appeal to the higher authority.

There are four phases or opportunities in our lives in which we can 
learn to be submissive to God’s authority. Remember, that God’s 
authority often comes through others as described in chapter 1. When 
we don’t respond to the authorities God has placed around us we are 
in effect disobeying God.

First Opportunity

The first and easiest place for our flesh to be trained to submit is in 
the home as a child while we are under our parents’ authority. Ideally, 
a child should develop character as they obey the guidance of their 
parents.

Second Opportunity

The second opportunity for learning to submit to one another is in 
marriage. If we have not learned this truth as a child the marriage 
relationship will be a rougher road. The book “You Can Be the Wife of 
a Happy Husband” by Darien B. Cooper is a good resource to help 
you understand these principles. 

Third Opportunity

Another opportunity to submit to God is through one of the other 
authority structures. For example, through an employer or civil 
authority. If the opportunity to learn how to relate to authority is not 
learned here it can have harsh consequences. It can involve a job 
firing, traffic ticket, or worse.

Fourth Opportunity

Our fourth opportunity is in our golden years. If we have not learned to 
submit as a child, in marriage, employment, or to the government, it is 
even harder in our golden years. We often have to come under our 
children’s authority or another’s because we are not able to live 



   177

independently by ourselves anymore. However, God in His loving-
kindness gives us these opportunities to redeem our souls through 
properly relating to authority before facing Him in eternity. If we can 
keep the perspective that He’s giving us a privileged opportunity to 
develop a submissive heart, it makes our assignment easier to 
embrace, not only for the one embracing but also for the one 
enforcing the assignment.
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Your Thoughts?

1. What is our goal and model in being mutually 
submissive? (Jn 17).

2. How is your submission to another a vertical test of your walk with 
God? 

3. Is there a correlation between submission and the spirituality of the 
one to whom you are to submit? Explain.

4. What has been the greatest stumbling block for you in your 
marriage in regards to submission and leadership? Do you feel the 
liberty to talk about these with your mate? If not, ask God to prepare 
your mate’s heart and yours to open communication.

5. Discuss ways you have observed the traits of over-responsibility 
and irresponsibility demonstrated in your marriage. 
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6.Check the following questions if they are true to reveal if you could 
be a passive or aggressive controller in your relationships.

____ a. My need to please often means that I swallow my tru.th.
____  b. I get upset when things don’t work out the way I want
____  c. I find that the quality of my life is determined by the people 
                around me.
____ d. I am exceptionally perceptive at assessing people’s 

    character.
____  e. I have a difficult time saying, “No”.
____  f. I have little patience with mediocrity.
____ g. I protect those close to me from the consequences of their 
                behavior.
____  h. People tell me that I am a natural born leader.
____ i. I realize that my good feelings depend on other’s approval.
____ j. I often feel that other’s let me down.
____ k. I feel hopelessness when I try to change myself or my 
                situation.
____ l. I have a sense of what is best for others.
____ m. I often feel used, taken advantage of, and resentful.
____ n. It is difficult for me to ask for help.
____ o. I get anxious when someone else is angry.
____ p. I am a logical, analytical thinker.

Grade your score. If you checked the odd numbers, you might be a 
passive controller. If you checked the even numbers, you may be an 
aggressive controller. Ask the Lord to give you a cooperative heart 
rather than a controlling spirit. Seek to break past behavior by His 
Spirit.

7. How well did you learn submission to God’s authority: as a child, in 
your marriage, or as a dependent senior? Explain how God has 
worked and what you have learned.
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13  
Men & Women

A Team

When Adam was first created both male and female 
genders were created in him, 

and both were given the assignment to be fruitful, 
multiply, and take dominion together.
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Introduction

Relationship Church believes that God wants women and not just 
men to be active in all parts of the ministry. We believe that women 
can fulfill all of the positions in the church—deacons, elders, and 5  
office holders. This is such an important issue in our times that in this 
lesson we give an introduction to this topic. For details on this subject 
see the booklet called “Can Women Minister with Men and Other 
Dangerous Topics” in the lobby of the church. 

Take Dominion Together!

When Adam was first created both male and female genders were 
created in him, and both were given the assignment to be fruitful, 
multiply, and take dominion together. 

Gen. 1:27-28  27 So God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 
28God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in 
number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea 
and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves 

on the ground.”

Do you see what verse 27 is saying? It 
says that when Adam was first created 
that both male and female was created 
in him. Both genders were created in 
the first Adam.  

We often think that the male gender 
was created first and then the female 
gender was created second. But 
according to this verse that was not the 

case. The word man in vs. 27 is the Hebrew word ‘awdawm’. This 
word does not mean a male as in man, but ‘human being’ as in the 
species. In the first Adam both male and female were created in him. 
Before you jump to conclusions, he did not have some sort of 
perverted body that had both sexes contained in it. But in his spirit 
and soul he contained both sexes. The Trinity contains both sexes. It 
has too. How else could we be created in His image if He does not 
have both male and female characteristics? Adam was a perfect 
mirror of the Trinity. He was three parts and had ALL of the 
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characteristics of the Trinity too – both male and female.

The scriptures say that out of Adam’s side (the Hebrew means side 
not rib) Eve was created. Out of something in Adam, Eve was 
created. Gen. 2:23b says  “…for she was taken out of man.”  Eve came 
from what Adam already was. She was not created separately as 
Adam and the animals were. What happened when Eve was created 
was that the genders were split into two physical bodies. But only 
male and female together fully represent God’s image now after the 
separation!

It takes both man and woman to fulfill the 
original mandate from God to be fruitful, 
multiply, and take dominion over the earth. If 
we only allow men to do the bulk of the ministry 
then literally only 50% of the mandate will ever 
be fulfilled. This is one reason we have not 
taken dominion over the earth.

Neither Male nor Female

Have you ever wondered what the following verse means in relation to 
men and women? 

Gal. 3:26-29  26You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, 
27for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves 
with Christ. 28There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor 
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29If you belong to Christ, 
then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.

This verse is saying that because of the Cross, we are all sons, there 
is neither male nor female. Jesus has returned us to the place where 
the perverted roles of male and female that were a result of the fall 
are gone. Of course, we are talking about our place in the body of 
Christ – the church. Obviously, there are still male and females 
walking the earth after salvation. But the key is the end of verse 28, 
“for you are all one in Christ Jesus”. Remember this was Jesus’ 
prayer at the end of His earthly life, “that they may be one as we are 
one” John 17:22 . This concept is crucial to our understanding of the 
place of men and women.  

How did the roles of men and women get perverted where the woman 
is “inferior” to man? It started at the fall. It says that God told Eve in 
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Gen. 3:16b  16To the woman he said, “…Your desire will be for your 
husband, and he will rule over you.” Notice, it says that your husband 
will rule over you. The word “rule” means that he will have dominion 
and power over you. This was a consequence of sin. This was not 
God’s will! God did not even set this up as an eternal parameter. He 
simply said, that as a result of the fall you will have more pain in 
childbirth, the earth will be hard work to toil in, and your husband will 
dominate you. Many men and women act like it was God’s will for 
men to dominate and have power over women. It was no more God’s 
will than it was for Adam to have to earn his living by the sweat of his 
brow. This behavior was simply predicted by God to Eve to show her 
how far the perversion of sin would reach. It is obvious that this was 
not the norm before the fall. If it was, then why did God bring it up 
here along with the other predictions of hardness in life? There is 
absolutely no where in Scripture before the fall that indicates anything 
less than a coequal position between Adam and Eve. 

One of the purposes of the Cross was to 
restore our oneness with God. But another 
purpose was to restore the oneness or equality 
of men and women that was lost as a result of 
the fall. How can I say that? Look at this verse: 

2 Cor. 5:16-17  16So from now on we regard no 
one from a worldly point of view. Though we 

once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17Therefore, if 
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new 

has come!

If we insist on keeping men and women on a hierarchal basis where 
they are unequal then we are returning to a post-fall mentality and not 
a pre-fall/after Cross mentality. Think about it! God wanted us to be 
one as He is one. This is one of the prayers of Jesus that He prayed 
at the end of His life. Jesus, the Holy Spirit, and the Father all have 
separate roles in the Trinity, but they are still equal. They mutually 
submit one to another. The same thing is to happen between men and 
women. 

What About Those Verses?

You mean these verses? Of course you do.

1 Corinthians 14:33-35 33For God is not a God of disorder but of 
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peace. As in all the congregations of the saints, 34women should 
remain silent in the churches. They are not allowed to speak, but 
must be in submission, as the Law says. 35If they want to inquire 

about something, they should ask their own husbands at home; for 
it is disgraceful for a woman to speak in the church.

1 Tim. 2:11-15  11A woman should learn in quietness and full 
submission. 12I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority 
over a man; she must be silent. 13For Adam was formed first, then 

Eve. 14And Adam was not the one deceived; it was the woman who 
was deceived and became a sinner. 15But women will be saved 
through childbearing—if they continue in faith, love and holiness 

with propriety.

Women Should Remain Silent?

Let’s take the passage in 1 Corinthians first. 
Because of space in this lesson we can only 
give the final analysis. Again see the booklet 
referenced in the introduction for more details.

I believe that the ‘woman’ issue here is actually 
very simple. Paul in vs 34 was saying the same 
thing he just said twice. There were 3 
instances in 1 Corinthians 14 where there was 

disorder in the church. In vs. 28, he tells everyone who is giving a 
tongue that does not have an interpreter to be silent. In vs. 30, he tells 
prophets who are speaking to be silent if revelation is given to another 
seated. In vs. 34 Paul told women to be silent in a specific situation. 
Do you see the pattern here?  In vs. 28, 30, & 34, Paul is addressing 
specific situations where there were problems in how the service was 
being supervised and the solution in all three situations was to be 
silent.

He was not saying that tongue talkers or prophets had to be 
permanently silent, just be silent at certain times. In other words, don’t 
talk out of turn! It is entirely in keeping with the context of this chapter 
that Paul just four verses later is not saying that women should be 
permanently silent in the church,  just don’t talk out of turn! 

The next question then is what was the circumstance where the 
women were talking out of turn? The passage is not real clear at this 
point. But rest assure that the Corinthians understood the problem, 
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just like they understood the problem with people speaking only in 
tongues and all the Prophets speaking at once. Paul was writing to 
them and saying, “while we are putting things to order’, we also need 
to deal with these women causing commotion in the service.

Women Teach Men?

In the 1 Timothy passage the word woman in verses 11 & 12 means 
according to Strong’s Concordance: ‘specifically a wife’. The Greek 
word for man is aner. It means “fellow, husband, or man”. It is used 
approximately 150 times in the New Testament. In 40 times that it 
occurs it is translated husband. Why is it translated sometimes as 
man and sometimes as husband? The translators have to look at the 
context and make the decision!

I believe that in this context woman should have been translated as 
wife and man as husband. This makes sense from the context of the 
passage because in the next three verses Paul is talking about events 
in the context of the marriage relationship. He talks about Adam and 
Eve and then talks about child rearing. This passage is simply talking 
about the marriage relationship. 

If you translate this as husband and wife then the passage makes 
perfect sense. For example, “A wife should learn in quietness and full 
submission. 12I do not permit a wife to teach or to have authority over 
her husband; she must be silent. 13For Adam was formed first, then 
Eve….”

The point is not that a wife can’t ever speak to her husband or give 
her opinion.  How would a relationship be developed or any thing get 
done? The point is that wives should not be demanding their way and 
teaching their husbands in a wrong attitude, but walk with an attitude 
of submission.

Is this method of simply putting wife in for woman (which the Greek 
says should be done), and husband in for man (which the Greek also 
allows based on context), strained? No. The passage then makes 
perfect sense. 

What About These Verses?

Acts 2:17-18-– Sons & daughters can prophesy
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Matt 18:7-8—The 2 Mary’s were the 1st Evangelists
Gal. 3:28—There is neither male nor female
Acts 18:26—Priscilla (a woman) taught Apollo
Romans 16:1-2—Phoebe was a deacon (word ‘servant’)
John 4:28-39—The woman at the well witnessed to the men in her 
town under the eye of Jesus without rebuke
Acts 21:8-9—Phillip had four daughters who prophesied and were not 
held back
Col. 3:15-17—We all are to give hymns and songs to one another
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Your Thoughts?

1. What are some things that would change if the 
universal church allowed men and women to be 
equal in the ministry? 

2. Are there inequalities between men and women in ministry in your 
own church? If so, what can we do about it?
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Even though I highly encourage both men and women working 
together as a team there are some basic guidelines we follow for 
working with the opposite sex. This is to avoid the appearance of 

something not right going on and to also reduce any potential 
temptations.

Commandments for  Working With 
Opposite Sex

1. Thou shalt not visit the opposite sex alone at home, church, or any 
other place, or ride in a vehicle together by yourselves.
2. Thou shalt not counsel the opposite sex alone.
3. Thou shalt not go to lunch alone with the opposite sex.
4. Thou shalt not kiss any person of the opposite sex or show any 
other affection that could be questioned.
5. Thou shalt not discuss detailed sexual problems with the opposite 
sex in counseling. Leave this for a counselor of the same sex.
6. Thou shalt not discuss your marriage problems with a person of 
the opposite sex.
7. Thou shalt be careful in answering cards and letters from the 
opposite sex.
8. Thou shalt make your wife (or another staff member if not married) 
your protective ally.
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14  
Communication

Principles

To minimize conflict we need to understand how to 
communicate in a non-threatening manner and realize 

that differences of opinion are normal and healthy. 
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Introduction

We have conflict in our lives when we meet people, especially those 
who we are close to, who have different opinions from us. The opinion 
can vary from how we do things to our view of the world. If someone 
has the same opinion as ours we do not have conflict. To find out that 
we have differences of opinion, there must be some form of 
communication between each other. Therefore, to minimize conflict we 
need to understand how to communicate in a non-threatening manner 
and realize that differences of opinion are normal and healthy. 

Major Principles

1. Realize conflict is not always bad, but can be used by God to make 
us Christlike. Prov. 27:17, "Iron sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth 
the countenance of his friend."

2. Don't put off dealing with conflicts. They will not go away by ignoring 
them, they will only go underground. Unresolved conflicts can affect 
every dealing with that person and cloud your judgment. Eph. 4:26b, 
"...let not the sun go down upon your wrath:" Prov. 27:5-6; Prov. 28:23; 
25:25; Hebrews 12:15

3. As a Christian you have the responsibility to take the initiative in 
righting wrongs. Matt. 5:9, "Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall 
be called the children of God."

Matt. 5:21-25 admonishes us to make things right with a brother that is 
offended by us (even if we have done no wrong) before we perform our 
duty for God (offering).

Unity is not an option for Christians. Rom. 15:5, "Now the God of 
patience and consolation grant you to be likeminded one toward 
another according to Christ Jesus:"

4. Do not gossip or slander. Avoid talking about a 
relational problem to anyone who is not part of the 
problem or a part of the solution. Prov. 10:18-19

Threefold Test For Speaking
1. Is it true? Col. 3:9, "Lie not one to another, 
seeing that ye have put off the old man with his 
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deeds".
2. Is it  Kind? Eph. 4:2, "With all lowliness and meekness, with 
longsuffering, forbearing one another in love;"
3. Is it Necessary?

Do not listen to gossip or slander. Exhort the 
speaker to take the initiative in making wrongs 
right with those who are in a position to solve the 
conflict. This is your Christian duty or you are 
participating in the sin with them. Prov. 17:4, "A 
wicked doer giveth heed to false lips; and a liar 
giveth ear to a naughty tongue." Prov. 18:17, "He 

that is first in his own cause seemeth just; but his neighbour cometh 
and searcheth him."

5. Make sure you have the right attitude. Have you been offensive 
without realizing it? Have you been forgiving? Put yourself in their 
place. How would you feel? Matt. 7:5, "Thou hypocrite, first cast out the 
beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out 
the mote out of thy brother's eye."

Let love be your vehicle and unity your goal. I Corinthians 13 was 
written to Christians in conflict.

It is very important to FIRST go to God with your offense or problem. 
Deal with it with Him first. Often He will give you insight on how to deal 
with the problem. He may even change your thoughts so that the 
offense does not even bother you anymore. He may tell you that now is 
not the time to approach the person with their actions.  He may show 
you that they wouldn't understand where you are coming from or be 
ready to deal with it.

6. Be willing to forgive an infinite number of times. Luke 17:3-4.

7. Communicate without judgment of their motives, realizing your 
perspective may have given you a wrong impression. Prov. 12:18, 
"There is that speaketh like the piercings of a sword: but the tongue of 
the wise is health.."

More Principles

1. State how the other person's comments/actions made YOU feel and 
not how wrong their comments/actions were. This will keep you from 
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judging or jumping to conclusions as to why they did what they did. This
WILL require vulnerability on your part. For instance, “Your comment
made me feel like you don't care”. “Your comment made me feel
insignificant.”

2. State what you want without demanding it. i.e. “It would be nice if we 
could spend time together talking tonight; I want to be close to you.”

3. Use few details in discussing the problem with the other person, 
especially in persistent problems. Prov. 10:19, "In the multitude of 
words there wanteth not sin: but he that refraineth his lips is wise."

4. Never get angry while discussing the problem. Wait till you have your 
emotions under control before you share. Otherwise the other person 
will automatically become defensive and you both may say things that 
you will later regret. Deal with the anger with God before you share.
Prov. 15:1, "A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir 
up anger." Prov. 29:11, "A fool uttereth all his mind: but a wise man 
keepeth it in till afterwards." Prov. 17:14.

5. Remember that you communicate with more 
than words. You also communicate with facial 
expression, silence, and tone of voice.

6. Avoid absolute terms like always and never.

7. Listen -- Listen -- Listen to what the other 
person is saying. Try to understand their motives and why they did 
what they did. Don't assume! I Corinthians 13:7 tells us that true love 
assumes the best. James 1:19-20, "Wherefore, my beloved brethren, 
let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: For the 
wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God." Prov. 13:10; Prov. 
15:2.

8. Speak life and not death through your words. Your words are 
powerful! Prov. 18:21The tongue has the power of life and death, and 
those who love it will eat its fruit.

9. Remember, our struggle is not ultimately with each other but our 
enemy. Use spiritual weapons to fight spiritual battles (binding and 
loosening, prayer, disarming love, humility, Scripture). Eph. 6:10ff; Matt. 
18:18.
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Special Circumstances

When a fellow Christian is in sin the principles outlined in Matthew 
18:15-20 MUST be followed and in the order given or we are 
disobeying the Lord.

•Make an effort to understand the person. If they are a leader in 
the church make a special effort to appreciate and honor them. I 
Thess. 5:12-13.

• If the person is a leader do not ever rebuke them. Appeal to 
them citing reasons for your opinions. I Tim. 5:1.

• If sin is evident apply the 4 steps of reconcilliation outlined in 
Matt. 18:15-20. 

1. First, go to the person with your concern one on one.

2. Second, if reconcilliation does not occur, then go back a 
second time with 1 or 2 more people as witnesses of what 
you are concerned about. If you do not have 1 or 2 more 
witnesses then you need to drop the matter and pray that 
God will reveal the truth. Everything (including sin) needs to 
be confirmed by 2 or 3 witnesses.

3. Third, if repentance does not occur in the person then you 
are obligated to tell the whole church. Practically, the best 
place to start is with the elders/government of the church. 

4. Fourth, if the person still does not repent then the church 
is to no longer fellowship with the person.

• If sin is NOT so evident, back off, trust, and pray. Prov. 25:15, 
"By long forbearing is a prince persuaded, and a soft tongue 
breaketh the bone."  Rom. 14:9-12; Heb. 12:5-11. 

• Don’t be quick to criticize leaders. They are in strategic positions 
and therefore objects of accusation by the enemy. Do not play 
into his hands. Zechariah 3:1, "And he showed me Joshua the 
high priest standing before the angel of the Lord, and Satan 
standing at his right hand to resist him."
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Your Thoughts?

1. Do you look into your spouse’s eyes when they 
speak to you? If no, why not?

2. How do you behave when your spouse speaks to you?

     a. Do you stop what you are doing?   

     b. Do you make them feel important? 

     c. Do you use pleasant or unpleasant speech? 

3. Does it bother you to be interrupted? If yes, why? 

4. Do you encourage your spouse to share feelings and intimate 
things with you?

5. How do you react when your spouse asks simple questions? 

6. How do you feel when a problem at home is shared? 
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7. Do you feel you are wasting time when you speak to your spouse? 
If yes, Why? 

8. How often do you speak to your spouse throughout the day? 
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15  
Teamwork
Principles

Jesus always sent his disciples out in pairs. 
There is a principle here of teamwork that Jesus

 knew about that we in our individualistic 
culture often ignore.
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Introduction

It is God’s will that we bring His rule and dominion into the lives of the 
people of Northwest Georgia. We are called as a church into seven 
counties. We will only accomplish this as we learn to work together. 
To accomplish anything great it takes more than one person. 
Together as a team we will be an unstoppable force as we watch 
each other’s back and guard God’s will. Here are 10 principles to help 
us to work together as a team.

Principle #1—There is Power in 
Partnership

Matt. 18:18-19 (The Message), “When two of you will agree 
together on anything at all on earth and make a prayer of it, my 
Father in heaven goes into action. And when two or three of you 
are together because of Me, you can be sure that I’ll be there.”

Jesus always sent his disciples out in pairs. 
There is a principle here of teamwork that 
Jesus knew about that we in our individualistic 
culture often ignore. 

(Eccl 4:9-10, 12 NLT)  "Two people can 
accomplish more than twice as much as 

one; they get a better return for their labor. {10} If one person 
falls, the other can reach out and help. But people who are 
alone when they fall are in real trouble. … {12} A person 
standing alone can be attacked and defeated, but two can stand 
back-to-back and conquer. Three are even better, for a triple-
braided cord is not easily broken."

The main form of teamwork in our church is through the small groups. 
As we get to know one another better — strengths and weaknesses—
we can join with each other to bring in and train up the souls of our 
region.

Mother Teresa – “You can do what I cannot do. I can do what you 
cannot do. Together, we can do great things.”

Harry S. Truman—”It is amazing what you can accomplish if you do 
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not care who gets the credit.”

Principle #2—Each Person Has A Place 
Where They Add The Most Value

(Rom 12:4-5 NLT)  "Just as our bodies have many parts and 
each part has a special function, {5} so it is with Christ's body. 
We are all parts of his one body, and each of us has different 
work to do. And since we are all one body in Christ, we belong 
to each other, and each of us needs all the others."

No one person has all the gifts and talents. Your pastor and small 
group leader needs you. Without you there will be things that go 
lacking. God made us so that we are not complete within ourselves. 
This is a built-in mechanism that keeps us dependent on God and 
interdependent with one another.

1 Corinthians 13:9  9For we know in part and we prophesy in 
part,

Be honest with yourself about your gifts and callings. Don’t covet 
someone else’s gift. Work out of your strength. Don’t put yourself on a 
higher or lower level than you are. 

Principle #3— Protect The UNITY Of 
The Group Over Your Own Goals

The Devil wants to destroy your group. The more 
effective you are, the more opportunities for 
division and offense. How do we keep this from 
happening? By walking in love and forgiveness 
towards each other, assuming the best. 

“We should try to live at peace and help each 
other have a strong faith.” Romans 14:19 (CEV)

By refusing to gossip.

“Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but 
only what is helpful for building others up according to their 
needs, that it may benefit those who listen.” Ephesians 4:29 
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Guard one another’s backs! Don’t ever talk about someone else. If 
you have a problem with your pastor or someone else go to him in 
private. 

You can’t dictate Unity. Unity is developed by 
being around others and realizing that they are 
human with the same goals and fears you have. 
For instance, in family relationships you can talk 
about one another, but you don’t let others talk 
about your family members! There will be a fight! 
Family blood is very thick. The Blood of Jesus is 

even thicker.

Get to know your family and then defend them to the death. Let your 
city know that you stick together and watch out for one another. Be 
loyal to one another. Resolve conflict quickly (see Chapter 5).

Principle #4—There Can Only Be One 
Vision

Multiple visions will produce division. Lay down your vision for the 
vision of the leader. If you can’t follow the leader’s vision then you 
need to find another place. It’s alright to talk about, debate, and 
discuss the decisions to be made. But once a decision has been 
made the debate ends. From that point on loyalty means executing 
the decision as if it were your own.

The overall vision of the church is to raise up disciples who are 
passionately in love with God and compassionate towards others. 
This compassion does not mean giving them their way. It means 
having a passion towards them to see that they become all that God 
has destined them to be. 

Many ways that division comes into a church is through doctrinal 
differences. We do not base unity on doctrine except in a few core 
areas. See How to Handle Doctrinal Differences section at end of this 
chapter for more information.

Principle #5—Play, Live, Laugh, Pray, 
and Have Fun Together
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Great teamwork is developed when you have fun and play together. 
Laugh and enjoy each other. A religious spirit will try to rob you in this 
area. God has created us with the capacity to enjoy not just Him but 
each other and the rest of His creation. Did you know that God has a 
great sense of humor? He loves laughter and your teams should be 
full of fun!

It’s important that you talk to each other often. Don’t play the game of 
saying what you think others want you to say. Be honest with each 
other. 

Principle #6—Put The Kingdom Of God 
Before Our Individual Kingdom

This takes great maturity and discernment. But it is so important to 
discern our motives in why we do what we do. Are we trying to build 
up our name, goals, and ambition or are we laying them down to 
further God’s name and goals? This is why we need to surround 
ourselves with other strong leaders who can help us discern our 
motives.

Matt. 6:33  But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and 
all these things will be given to you as well.

Principle #7—Become A Servant To 
Each Other – You Can Only Lead To 
The Degree You Are Willing To Serve

“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 
conceit, but in humility consider others better 
than yourselves. Each of you should look not 

only to your own interests, but also to the 
interests of others. Your attitude should be the 

same as that of Christ Jesus: … but made 
himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in 

human likeness.” Philippians 2:3-5, 7

John 13:35  35By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if 
you love one another.”
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Principle #8—True Leadership 
Requires Humility

James 4:6  6But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture 
says: “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.”

Only the humble receive wisdom and guidance from God. Pride goes 
before a fall.

Principle #9—Your Length Of Service 
As A Leader Is Limited By Your 
Character

It does not matter how anointed you are. Without character you will 
not last for the long haul. Remember Samson?

Principle #10—Receive Criticism From 
Others

Nobody is ever above hearing from anyone.
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Your Thoughts?

Here are some tough questions for you to ponder:

1. Is there any task that you think is beneath you? 

2. How much of what you do is God’s desires and goals as opposed 
to yours?

3. On a scale of 1-10 (10 being the highest), how would you rate your 
skills of working in a team? What are your strengths? What are your 
weaknesses?

4. In a team, what happens if you are not the leader? How well do you 
follow if it is not your idea?
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Action Steps!

I challenge you this next week to find the most humble, 
servant job there is in your house or church and 
volunteer to do it. As you do the job, ask God to remove 
all pride out of you and build awesome character back 
in!
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Handling Doctrinal Differences

In many churches, having the same opinions on doctrine (Biblical 
truth) is the basis for unity. I do not believe our unity is based on our 
doctrinal positions. Doctrine is very important and we will talk about 
that in a minute. But this is what the Scriptures says our unity is to be 
based on:   

Ephesians 4:3-6 “Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit 
through the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit—just as 
you were called to one hope when you were called— one Lord, one 

faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and 
through all and in all.”

Our unity is based solely on our being a Christian filled with the Holy 
Spirit that comes from believing that Jesus is our Lord and Savior. 

In other words, if you are a Christian then you have One Spirit in you 
confirming you are in One Body praying to One God and One Father 
producing One Faith in what Jesus did that gives us One Hope. This 
is the basis of our unity. All other Biblical truths are NOT a basis for 
dividing from your fellow brother and sister. 

How does this work out practically in our church? Lets start with an 
ancient Moravian Motto.

"In essentials unity; in non-essentials liberty; in both, charity."

Using this motto, we divide our biblical truths into two main categories:  
essentials and non-essentials.  

The first category, essentials, means what truths are necessary to 
become a Christian. This is important because this is the basis of our 
unity as Ephesians 4 just described. Many times Churches disagree 
on what beliefs are  involved in becoming a Christian. So we have 
outlined here the essential truths that we believe are required to 
become a Christian and for us to walk together as Christians. They 
can be summed up with the following paragraph. To see scripture 
references please see the ‘Statement of Faith’ on our website—
www.relationshipchurch.com.

We believe in one eternal God, manifested in three persons - the 
Father, the Son Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. We believe that Jesus is 
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the Son of God, 100% God, 100% Man, and was born of the Virgin 
Mary through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Man was created in God's image. Adam, the first man, sinned and as 
a result brought physical and spiritual death into the world, and 

separation from God. Jesus Christ shed his blood and died for our 
sins. Three days later He was resurrected from the dead and is now 

at the right hand of the Father God. Man's only way back to God is by 
believing in the works of Jesus Christ as a sacrifice for us all. 

Salvation is a free gift, separate from works, to all who believe. The 
one who dies without accepting Jesus Christ as His Lord and Savior 
dies without his sins being taken care of. These sins keep them from 

fellowship with the Godhead and they are condemned forever.
 
What about all of the other Biblical truths? We put them into the non-
essentials category. This does not make them truly non-essential or 
unimportant. On the contrary! This group of truths are not essential for 
salvation but they are needed to help us walk out our new lives after 
salvation.

Frankly it would be an impossible task for us to get full agreement on 
all truths as mankind. Very simply, we do not possess the full 
understanding of Scripture. As we grow and mature as believers, we 
come to understand the truth better. But this does take time. 

How do we live and walk together until we come to a fuller 
understanding of the Bible? Ephesians says we are to walk in peace. 
We simply love and accept each other and wait together for the day 
when Jesus will reveal all truth. 

Practically how do we keep the church going forward in one direction 
without producing confusion? Within the second category of non-
essentials there is a subset of truths that the church leaders 
voluntarily agree on when they assume a leadership position. This 
subset of truths is small and has nothing to do with our being 
Christians. They are simply a set of truths that we have agreed to 
publicly support as leaders. This keeps confusion from entering and 
gives us the ability to forge a path ahead together. 

This list that our church leaders agree to believe in is the authority and 
inerrancy of Scripture, one eternal God manifested in the Trinity, the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:4-10), the 5-Fold offices 
(Ephesians 4:11-13), and our end times theology consists of the fact 
that Jesus is coming back for a pure and spotless Bride. 
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As you can see the list is very simple and short. For those individuals 
who do not share these beliefs they are still Christians and we offer 
our friendship and do not wish to enter into a spirit of division or 
debate. But it would be hard to serve with them as a fellow leader. 
Why? Maybe an example would be best to show why. 

For instance, if a person does not believe that the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit are in operation today then it is going to be frustrating for them 
to minister with someone who believes that prophetic words are a 
valid ministry tool. But we are both still Christians and can walk as 
friends!

As leaders in the church we then voluntarily lay down our rights to 
publically teach those areas that are outside of this subset of truths. 
For instance, we may believe that in the end times a rapture will come 
before a tribulation period. We don’t mind as a church if you 
personally believe in this as long as in your official role of a leader this 
is not an issue. Our only official position on the end time is that Jesus 
is coming back. 

Other areas that are outside of this subset of truths include 
interpretation of the Song of Solomon, other allegorical teachings not 
clearly interpreted in the Scriptures, and beliefs on proper and correct 
ways to school children, determine family size, etc.

In summary, the key point of unity is in the person and work of Jesus.  
He is the beginning and the end, and all things will be completed in 
Him. He is our Bridegroom and our Church’s head.  

When all is said and done, we desire to be a people whom the LORD 
calls faithful friends of the Bridegroom.  Our relationship with God and 
our relationships with each other matter more than total agreement on 
every question of doctrine and belief.  We bless you on your journey 
to knowing the Holy Spirit in fullness!

“Mercy and truth meet together; righteousness and peace have 
kissed.”  Psalm 85:10
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